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EXCHANGE OF NOTES
BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED KINGDOM
OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND AND THE

GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED MEXICAN STATES CONCERNING
THE BICULTURAL COLLEGE " GREENGATES SCHOOL "

No. 1

Her Majesty 's Ambassador at Mexico City to the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Mexico

Mexico City
21 November 1988

Your Excellency

I have the honour to refer to the Cultural Co-operation Agreement between the
Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the
United Mexican States, signed at Tlatelolco, Mexico City, on 25 February 19751. Pursuant
to that Agreement on 5 December 1986 both Governments agreed to the programme for
cultural interchange to operate during the period 1986 to 1989. At Point 16 of that
programme the Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland requested the Mexican Government to study the possibility of incorporating the
bicultural college "Greengates School" into the Secretaria de Educacion Publica.

This point reflects recognition on the part of the British Government of the value, both
for international co-operation and for the children of British citizens resident in Mexico,
of the bicultural college "Greengates School ", in accordance with Mexican legislation
regulating the provision of educational services, imparting studies, subjects and
educational activities in the English language and relating to British culture alongside
officially approved studies.

In furtherance of the objectives set out in the above agreement and programme, and in
order to establish the basis for co-operation in encouraging cultural relations between our
two countries through the education imparted both to Mexicans and to foreigners by the
bicultural college " Greengates School ", hereinafter referred to as " The School ", and in
order to establish the basis for validating the studies carried out at intermediate higher level
in that school I have the honour to propose the following:

1. The provisions of this Agreement shall apply to the pre-school, primary and secondary
education given by the school. This education shall meet official Mexican requirements
which shall be equivalent to that obtained in official institutions, but complemented by
various subjects, methods and by interdisciplinary collaboration of teachers from both
countries so as to familiarise its pupils with the English language and British culture.

2. The Secretaria de Educacion Publica shall grant the school recognition of official
validity for its pre-school studies and authorisation for it to impart primary and secondary
education in accordance with this Agreement and with the fulfilment of the requirements
laid down for that purpose by current Mexican law.

3. In carrying out bicultural activity fundamental importance shall be attached to the
teaching of subjects required in the official Mexican school curriculum. This shall be
determined by the Secretaria de Educacion Publica who shall have the power to indicate
the subjects and material which shall be taught in the Spanish language and by Mexican
teachers.

Likewise, in order that its pupils may achieve mastery of the English language and
familiarity with British culture the school shall also add subjects and teaching methods
current in the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland. For these purposes,
the Government of the United Kingdom, through the British Council, shall advise the
school as it considers necessary on teachers, teaching material and equipment.

4. The classes in the school will be made up of foreign and Mexican pupils, who will be
admitted under equal conditions.

' Treaty Series No. 44 (1977), Cmnd 6818.

3
197085 A2



5. With the aim of achieving the objective of this Agreement and developing procedures
suitable for bicultural education, the curricula , programmes and organisation of
complementary studies of the school shall be analysed periodically (at least once a year) by
a committee made up of two representatives from the Secretaria de Educaci6n Publica and
two representatives , one designated by the British Council and the other by the school.
These curricula , programmes and organisation of complementary studies shall be
submitted for approval to the Secretaria de Educaci6n Publica which shall have the power
at any time to supervise the activities carried out by the school.

6. For the purpose of those studies linked to British culture a representative of the British
Council in Mexico shall participate as a member of the Board of Directors of the school.

7. Those studies offered in the school at intermediate higher level which are not included
in official curricula and programmes of study shall be validated in accordance with the
provisions of Articles 61, 62 and 63 of the Federal Law of the United Mexican States.

8. Students who graduate from the school after having finished each of the grades, types
or levels of study mentioned in paragraph I above may proceed to the following grade, type
or level in Mexico.

Likewise , the Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland shall grant access , within its territory, to students from the school to the
appropriate level of national education in the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland in accordance with legislation, procedures and arrangements currently
in force there.

9. The Secretaria de Educaci6n Publica, within the scope of its powers , shall provide the
British teachers engaged for the school with the necessary assistance to enable them to
conduct their teaching activities.

The Secretaria de Educaci6n Publica shall recognise without prior examination and in
accordance with relevant regulations studies , degrees and certificates valid in the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland which serve as proof that the teachers so
engaged are duly qualified.

10. Any disagreements which arise over the interpretation and the implementation of this
Agreement shall be resolved in accordance with the mechanisms that the parties shall
establish for that purpose , the committee described in paragraph 5 above being empowered
to give an opinion on the matter.

11. In the event that one party wishes to terminate this Agreement it must notify the other
party in writing at least one year in advance , it being understood that the provisions of this
Agreement cannot be suspended until the end of the corresponding academic year.

If the foregoing proposals are acceptable to the Government of the United Mexican
States , and in particular to the Secretaria de Educaci6n Publica , which in accordance with
the Organic Law of Federal Public Administration is responsible for the organisation,
supervision and co-ordination of the Mexican education system , and also the
encouragement of cultural relations with foreign countries in collaboration with the
Secretaria de Relaciones Exteriores , I have the honour to propose that the present Note
together with Your Excellency ' s reply in that sense shall constitute an Agreement between
the two governments which shall enter into force on the date of your reply and which shall
be known as " the Agreement between the Government of the United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland and the Government of the United Mexican States
concerning the bicultural college ' Greengates School "'.

I avail myself of this opportunity to renew to Your Excellency the assurances of my
highest consideration.

JOHN MORGAN
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