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-- EXCHANGE OF NOTES
BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED KINGDOM OF

GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND AND THE
GOVERNMENT OF THE UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST
REPUBLICS FURTHER AMENDING THE AGREEMENT OF

14/15 AUGUST 1968 CONCERNING THE ABOLITION OF VISAS
FOR CREW MEMBERS OF BRITISH AIRWAYS AND AEROFLOT

No. 1

Her Majesty's Embassy at Moscow to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of
the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics

Note No. 140

Her Britannic Majesty's Embassy present their compliments to the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and
have the honour to draw the Ministry's attention to the following problem
concerning entry and exit formalities for British aircrew on services to and
from the Soviet Union.

In an Exchange of Notes between the British Embassy and the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, which took
place between the 7th of July and the 10th of August 1970,0 supplementary
to the Agreement concerning the abolition of visas for crew members of
BEA and Aeroflot aircraft of the 14/15th August 1968.0 and which was
amended by Exchange of Notes of 29 January and 21 March 1974,(') it was
agreed that the number of crew members of the British airline who made
use of the right of flights without visas across the territory of the Soviet
Union should be raised to 1200 and that on the basis of reciprocity, the
same number of Aeroflot flight crew members should be exempted from
the need for visas in respect of flights from Moscow, Leningrad, Kiev to,
or in transit flights through, London and from and to (or in transit flights
through) any other cities which might be agreed in accordance with the
Supplementary Protocol of the 13th of April 1970.0)

With effect from the Ist of April 1979, British Airways plan to introduce
a new crew allocation scheme under which flight crews will be able to
exercise a measure of choice as to the particular routes on which they wish
to work. In order, however, to allow the necessary flexibility for this
scheme to be workable, it will be necessary for there to be a small increase
in the currently agreed number of crew members who enjoy the right of
flights without visas across the territory of the Soviet Union. Her Britannic
Majesty's Embassy accordingly have the honour to propose that the present
limit of 1200 persons should be increased to 1500 persons.

(1) Treaty Series No. 100 (1970), Cmnd. 45t4.
(2) Treaty Series No. 102 (1963), Cmnd. 3827.
(a) Treaty Series No. 76 (1975), Cmnd. 6057.
(1) Treaty Series No. 42 (1970), Cmnd. 4388.
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If the Soviet side agree to this proposal, it is confirmed that on the
basis of reciprocity, the Government of the United Kingdom will similarly
abolish the need for visas in respect of 1500 members of Aeroflot aircrews.
Moreover, subject to the foregoing, the Embassy have the honour further
to propose that this Note and the Ministry's reply shall constitute an
agreement between the two governments further amending the agreement
of the 14th/15th August 1968.

Her Britannic Majesty's Embassy avail themselves of this opportunity
to renew to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs the assurances of their highest
consideration.

British Embassy

30 March 1979

No. 2

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Union of Soviet Socialist

Republics to Her Majesty's Embassy at Moscow

No 26/2E

MHHHCTepCTBO HHocTpaHHb1X jlen COI03a CoBeTcKHX CouHanHCTHYecxax

PcCny61mK CnHAeTenbCTByeT Ceoe yBaJxeHHe HOCOnbcTBy BenHKo6pHTaHHH B,

ccbinasCb Ha HOTy flOCOnbCTBa N°140 OT 30 MapTa 1979 rona, HMeeT 4eCTb

coo6ujHTb cnenylowee.

COBeTCKHe KOMnereHTHble opraHH3aUHH paccMoTpeim HO?K J aHHA

aHrJHNCKON CTOpoHI,1, H3no)xeHHble B yKa3aHHOFI HOTe fIOCOnbCTBa. COBeT-

CKax CTOpOHa cornaCHa, HaHHHa5 c 1 anpenA 1979 roAa, yBCAH9HTb Ha OCHOBe

B3aHMHOCTH cyHjecTByFomHii HbIHe nHMHT 4neHOB 3xnnaiceu caMoneTOB

6pHTaHCKoli aBHaKOMnaHHH EpHTHIH 3iipy393, nOnb3ylOHIHXCA npaBoM

6e3BH3OBbIX noneTOB an TeppHTOpHeri CoBeTcKoro Comm, c 1200 no 1500

venonex.

COBeTCKas CTOpoHa cornaCHa TaicKe C TeM, 9ToGb1 ynOMAHyTaA HoTa

flOCOnbCTBa H HatTO5ntH9 OTBeT Ha Hee MiHHCrepcTBa C4HTanHcb jtOHOn-

HeHHeM K Cornauieiiio MexcAy CCCP H BeimKo6pHTaHnei o 6e3BH3oBuIX
noneTaX 9neHOa 3KHnaxce il caMOneTOB A3po4pnora 11 EpHTHm 3iipy3H3 OT

14-15 anrycra 1968 rona.

MHHHCTepCTBO HHocTpaHHb1X Aen CCCP nOn63yeTCA HacToxLunm cnyMaeM,

9T06bl B03o6HOBHTb IfoconbcTBy BenHKo6pHTaHHH yeepeHHA B CBOeM caMOM

BbICOKOM yBaxetum.

MocKBa, a30w MapTa 1979 rona

TIOCOJIbCTBO BEJIMKOBPI4TAHM1I

r. MocKBa
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[Translation of No. 21
No.26/2E

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
presents its compliments to the Embassy of Great Britain and with reference
to the Embassy's Note No. 140 of 30 March, 1979 has the honour to state
the following.

The Soviet competent organisations have examined the wishes of the
British side, set out in the aforementioned Embassy note. The Soviet side
agrees, with effect from 1 April 1979, to increase on the basis of reciprocity
the limit at present existing on the crew members of aircraft of the British
airline British Airways enjoying the right of visa free flights over the territory
of the Soviet Union from 1200 to 1500.

The Soviet side also agrees that the Embassy Note referred to and this
reply of the MFA shall be considered as' a supplement to the Agreement
between the USSR and Great Britain on the visa free flights for crew
members of Aeroflot and British Airways of 14-15 August 1968.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the USSR avails itself of the present
opportunity to renew to the Embassy of Great Britain the assurance of its
highest consideration.

Moscow

30 March 1979
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