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Sir Bailiff and 
Jurats Herbert and 

The General 

- v -

Manual Vieira Goncalves 

i coun! of grave and criminal aS5au~" 

Defendant and victim Were bcth of the Madeirn Club on the in question. The defendant drank more was 
normally his wont, engaged teasing 01 the victim's cousin at various times. When the victim remonstrated with him, the 
dei,andlant invited the victim outside saying, 'I'll punch you in the you will go to the I/oor", Matlers then calmed 
down for a wMe only to flare up \'Ilt again, wilh the inviting the victim outside. Witnesses averrad that as the 
victim approached the door at the end of the the defendant clcsed on him from hehind, put one arm around the 
victim's neck and used his free hand to plunge the knife into the victim's back, a horiZontal stab wound, 6 cm deep 
and 7 cm long, The defendant admitted the stabbing but denied significant pre"meditation and stated that when he went to 
leave the etub he encountered the viotim standing with two other men by the door, Furthar rightly or wrongly, he 
violence from them and decided to taka pre·emptlve action which, it was on his boha~, was totlllly excessive, 

Youth; first nHAI.O",· probably no sub,;tantiat pf'e·rr1ledit.allan; 
blood some real or imagineid, 

None. 

c",,,,,efl, one oi whom suliers from a serious 
some evidence of remoma; had answered ta his ball. 

3 imprisonment (bottom of the range nre:scrilbed 

2 imprisonment. A vicious assault which have lad 1011 much graver injurl and a graver The Court 
accept"d that the defendant was himself in fear of attack but it was nevertheless the case that the defendant ins"ilqaled 
viOlence by launching an attack with a knife· a blew of some force and of Ihe knife up 10 the hilt. Court approved 
the Crown's conclusions as people shouid think the consequenoes of their before they act 
The Court took account of Ihe defendanl's mitigation, in particular that he Was a good wOrXer aed did all he could to improve 
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lhelot of llis A cLlstcdial S,;;!1l8nCe Geuid fiot he avoidad in the cin:u81sumc:&s, but as an ad. of marcy the cnliGlusinr:s 
VJflulc be fscuced, 

A~J~ Olsan e r CrDwn AdvccatE~ 
Advocate H, Tibbo for the 

JODGMENT 

THE BAILIFF: 
eas hav~ led to a much graver 
We that Gonoal'Yes was in 
me::l wtth t..,rhom he had been 
an attack) with his knife! 

up to the 

a very serious assault which 
and a mere serious 

of attack from the group oE 
the 1.s that he launched 

the back and 

It is possible that the viotim's aotion in as the 
blow was struck contributed to the nature of the wound, hut it is 

10 clear; nonetheless, that it was a blow ef some force~ 

15 

Even account of his 
his guilty plea and the fact tha he s 
character, the Court has no doubc that the 
Cro'wu Advocate are, on 

with the and 
of previous good 

conclusions of the 
correct. 

We have bean anxtous consideration to the personal 
oircumstancss of this defendant. One could j :say 

that men :should think of the consequences of their actions for 
20 their families before act. However, this defendant is a good 

worker who has come to the Island ·.vi th his wife for the purpose of 
the lot of his in Madeira. We have been told 

that about half their joint are sent to Madeira in 
to the medical treatment of their small 50:1 1 who Buffet'S f~:)m 

~5 a blood disorder" 

We cannot avoid a custodial sentence to dcmc,nsc:::"a-::e 
that assaults wilh a knife wL~.l not be tolerated the CC:lrt butt 
as an act of mercy, we are to reduce the ccnc:us1o~s_ 

30 Goncalves, on the 51n e COU:1t on the indictment, y011 are 
~entenced to two ye2xs/ ~sorune:1t ~ 
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the lot of hls 
would be H3nuc6d. 

A custodial sBniBllce could not ba avoidBd in the cln~lnlSI,lnC:llS, but as an act of mercy O~G conclusions 

A~J# Olsen, ; Crown Advocate# 
,li.civocate H" Tibbo for the accused" 

.:J1JDG~IENT 

TEE BAILIFF: a VeZ"y ge:io1]s ass2ult which 
ury and c more serious ea ' 

We 
have led t:J a much graver 

that Goncalves was in 
nen vd.:::!L whom he had be~n 
an attacK, with his knife, 

fear of attack from the group of 
t~e fact is that he launched 

his victim in the back and 
up to the hE t. 

It is e tha~ the viccim's action t 
blow was struck contributed the T'hcture of the wound; 
clear, nonetheless, that it was a blow :Jf some force. 

as the 
but it is 

Ever. t account of his wi th the ice and 
his guilty plea and the fact that he is of previous good 
character, the Court has no doubt that the concll!sicns ef the 
Cr0wn Advocate are! on correct. 

We have been anxious consideration to the personal 
circDllstances of this defendant. One cm.:2.d j say 

thEct men shm.:ld think of the consequences of their actions for 
LO their families before act ~ HOT;lever t tl1is defendant is a good 

w;Jrker who has come to the Island with his wife f:Jr the purpose of 
the lot of his fami in ]·!adeira. Vie have been told 

that about half their joint are sent to !·~adeira in 
to tl1e r:tedical tl~eatment of their small 50D, iH:ffers from 

25 a blood disorder. 

We canr:ot avoid a c~:.stodi,:ll sent8::J.ce to demonstrate 
that assaults with a knife wil.l not te tolerated the Court but j 

as an act of mercy. we are going to reduce the conclusions. 
30 Goncalves, on the single count on the indictmen you are 

senteaced to b;-7o x'"ears./ 
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