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In the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland 

In the Republic of Finland1 

UK TOP SECRET ERITTÄIN SALAINEN 

UK SECRET SALAINEN 

No equivalent LUOTTAMUKSELLINEN 

UK OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE KÄYTTÖ RAJOITETTU 

 

EXCHANGE OF NOTES AMENDING THE AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE 

GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN 


IRELAND AND THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF FINLAND 

CONCERNING THE MUTUAL PROTECTION OF CLASSIFIED INFORMATION 


 
No. 1 

 
From the British Embassy in Helsinki to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Finland  
 

21 March 2014 
 
Her Britannic Majesty’s Embassy presents its compliments to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the Republic of Finland and has the honour to refer to the Agreement between the  
Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the 
Government of the Republic of Finland concerning the Mutual Protection of Classified 
Information, done at London on 7 June 2012 and to recent discussions between officials of 
our two Governments concerning the desirability of amending the aforesaid Agreement 
because of changes to the United Kingdom Classification System which are due to come into 
effect on 2 April 2014. 
 
In accordance with the amendment procedures of Article 14(2) of the Agreement, the 
Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland has the honour to 
propose that the Agreement be amended as follows: 
 
(1)  Article 4 shall be amended as follows:   
 
(a) the table of equivalences referred to in paragraph 2 shall be replaced by the following: 

(b) the following new paragraph 3 shall be added: 
 
“3. The UK will afford LUOTTAMUKSELLINEN Classified Information an equivalent 
level of protection as it would for UK SECRET.” 
 
(c) paragraphs 3 and 4 shall be renumbered 4 and 5 respectively.  
 
(2) Article 5 shall be amended as follows: 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

(a) in paragraph 6, line 2, the word “RESTRICTED” shall be replaced by “ OFFICIAL– 
SENSITIVE” 

(3) Article 6 shall be amended as follows: 

(a) in paragraph 1, line 2, the word “CONFIDENTIAL” shall be replaced by “SECRET” 

(b) in paragraph 2, line 1, the word “CONFIDENTIAL” shall be replaced by “SECRET” 

(c) in paragraph 4, line 2, the word “RESTRICTED” shall be replaced by “OFFICIAL– 
SENSITIVE” 

(4) Article 7 shall be amended as follows: 

(a) in paragraph 1, line 1, the word “CONFIDENTIAL” shall be replaced by “SECRET” 

(b) in paragraph 3, line 1, the word “RESTRICTED” shall be replaced by “OFFICIAL– 

SENSITIVE” 

(5) Article 8 shall be amended as follows: 

(a) in paragraph 3, line 2,the word “the” shall be added between the words “with national” 

(b) in paragraph 3, line 2,the words “of the Recipient” shall be added between the words  
“regulations when” 

(6) Article 9 shall be amended as follows: 

(a) in paragraph 1, line 1, the word “CONFIDENTIAL” shall be replaced by “SECRET” 

(b) in paragraph 4, line 1, the word “RESTRICTED” shall be replaced by “OFFICIAL- 

SENSITIVE” 

If the foregoing proposal is acceptable to the Government of the Republic of Finland, the 
British Embassy has the honour to propose that this Note and the Ministry’s reply shall 
constitute an agreement amending the Agreement between the Government of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the Government of the Republic of 
Finland which shall enter into force on the date of the reply and shall apply on the 2 April 
2014. 

The Embassy avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Honourable Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of the Republic of Finland the assurance of its highest consideration. 
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In the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland 

In the Republic of Finland2 

UK TOP SECRET ERITTÄIN SALAINEN 

UK SECRET SALAINEN 

No equivalent LUOTTAMUKSELLINEN 

UK OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE KÄYTTÖ RAJOITETTU 

 

No.2 
 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Finland to the British Embassy in Helsinki. 
 

28 March 2014  
 
The Ministry for Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Finland present their compliments to the  
British Embassy in Helsinki and have the honour to refer to the Embassy’s Note No 10/14 
proposing amendments to the Agreement done in London on 7 June 2012 which reads as 
follows: 
 

(1)  Article 4 shall be amended as follows:   
 
(a) the table of equivalences referred to in paragraph 2 shall be replaced by the 
following: 

(b) the following new paragraph 3 shall be added: 
 
“3. The UK will afford LUOTTAMUKSELLINEN Classified Information an 
equivalent level of protection as it would for UK SECRET.” 
 
(c) paragraphs 3 and 4 shall be renumbered 4 and 5 respectively.  
 
(2) Article 5 shall be amended as follows: 
 
(a) in paragraph 6, line 2, the word “RESTRICTED” shall be replaced by “ 
OFFICIAL–SENSITIVE” 
 
(3) Article 6 shall be amended as follows: 
 
(a) in paragraph 1, line 2, the word “CONFIDENTIAL” shall be replaced by 
“SECRET”  
 
(b) in paragraph 2, line 1, the word “CONFIDENTIAL” shall be replaced by 
“SECRET”  
 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

(c) in paragraph 4, line 2, the word “RESTRICTED” shall be replaced by 
“OFFICIAL–SENSITIVE” 

(4) Article 7 shall be amended as follows: 

(a) in paragraph 1, line 1, the word “CONFIDENTIAL” shall be replaced by 
“SECRET” 

(b) in paragraph 3, line 1, the word “RESTRICTED” shall be replaced by 
“OFFICIAL– 

SENSITIVE” 

(5) Article 8 shall be amended as follows: 

(a) in paragraph 3, line 2,the word “the” shall be added between the words “with 
national” 

(b) in paragraph 3, line 2,the words “of the Recipient” shall be added between the 
words 
“regulations when” 

(6) Article 9 shall be amended as follows: 

(a) in paragraph 1, line 1, the word “CONFIDENTIAL” shall be replaced by 
“SECRET” 

(b) in paragraph 4, line 1, the word “RESTRICTED” shall be replaced by “OFFICIAL- 

SENSITIVE” 

The Ministry for Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Finland have the honour to inform the 
Embassy that the forgoing is acceptable to the Government of the Republic of Finland and 
that the British Embassy’s Note and this Note in reply from the Ministry for Foreign Affairs 
on behalf of the Government of the Republic of Finland shall constitute an agreement 
amending the Agreement between the Government of the Republic of Finland and the 
Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland concerning the 
Mutual Protection of Classified Information which shall enter into force on the date of the 
reply and shall apply from 2 April 2014. 

The Ministry for Foreign Affairs avail themselves of this opportunity to renew to the British 
Embassy the assurance of their highest consideration.  
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