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AGREEMENT
BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED KINGDOM OF

GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND AND THE GOVERNMENT OF
THE UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS CONCERNING THE
MUTUAL PROVISION OF SITES FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF

EMBASSIES OF THE TWO COUNTRIES RESPECTIVELY IN MOSCOW
AND LONDON

The Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland
(hereinafter referred to as " the Government of the United Kingdom ") and the
Government of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (hereinafter referred to as " the
Government of the USSR ");

Have agreed as follows:

PART I

ARTICLE 1

(1) The Government of the USSR shall make available to the Government of the United
Kingdom on lease the following sites in Moscow (hereinafter referred to as " the Moscow
sites ") for the construction of buildings of the British Embassy:

(a) a site with an area of approximately 0.92 hectares on the Smolenskaya Embankment
No 9, Kiev District; and

(b) a site with an area of approximately 0.46 hectares on Voyevodina Street.

(2) The Moscow sites are more particularly described and delineated in Annex 1 to this
Agreement.

ARTICLE 2

(1) The Government of the United Kingdom shall make available to the Government of
the USSR on lease the following sites in London (hereinafter referred to as " the London
sites ") for the construction of buildings of the Embassy of the USSR:

(a) a site with an area approximately 1.05 hectares at Nos 1-7 Kensington Palace
Gardens; and

(b) a site with an area of approximately 0.80 hectares at No 245 Warwick Road. However,
the Government of the United Kingdom undertakes to propose by 1 March 1988 a
possible alternative site for consideration by the Government of the USSR as a
substitute for 245 Warwick Road, bearing in mind the requirements of the
Government of the USSR in respect of a satisfactory size and location for such a site.

(2) The sites at Nos 1-7 Kensington Palace Gardens and No 245 Warwick Road are more
particularly described and delineated in Annex 2 to this Agreement.

(3) Descriptions and plans of such alternative site as may be agreed in accordance with
paragraph (1)(b) of this Article, together with appropriate arrangements for clearance and
subsequent development, shall be agreed between the Parties at the time that such
alternative site may be agreed.

ARTICLE 3

(1) The terms under which the Moscow and London sites shall mutually be made
available to the Parties for use during the period of construction shall be determined by
the Building Agreement, and the-conditions of the leases of the sites made available and
the buildings of the embassies of• both countries erected on 'them shall be determined
by the Lease Agreement, the conclusion of both ofwhich is provided for in Article 8 of this
Agreement.
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(2) The leases of the Moscow and London sites referred to in Articles 1 and 2 of this
Agreement shall be granted for a term of 99 years , with no financial consideration for the
grant of the leases . The rent will be established at the rate of one pound per annum in
respect of each of the London sites and one rouble per annum in respect of each of the
Moscow sites.

(3) The preparation and registration of the leases shall be carried out free of charge.

(4) Questions of liability for taxes of any kind in connection with the sites and the
buildings leviable by the state or local authorities shall be governed by the provisions of
the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations of 1961.

(5) Not later that 15 years before the expiry of the terms of the leases the Parties shall
enter into discussions concerning the conditions of lease for a new period.

ARTICLE 4

By dates to be agreed between the Parties:

(1) At its own expense the Government of the USSR shall clear the Moscow sites of all
buildings and surface constructions as well as underground services, restoring the original
relief of the sites.

(2) At its own expense the Government of the United Kingdom shall clear the London
sites of all buildings and surface constructions as well as underground services, restoring
the original relief of the sites.

(3) Paragraph (2) of this Article shall not apply to that part of the London sites known
as Nos 6 and 7 Kensington Palace Gardens which is shown hatched on the plan of
Nos 1-7 Kensington Palace Gardens contained in Annex 2 to this Agreement, with the
exception that the Government of the United Kingdom shall clear the said part of the
London sites of all underground services outside the perimeter of the existing buildings.
Any necessary clearance of underground services within the perimeter of the buildings
shall be carried out by the Government of the United Kingdom at its expense in
consultation with the Government of the USSR.

PART II

ARTICLE 5

In Part II of this Agreement " preliminary designs " means the preliminary drawings
and specifications of the works to be executed on the construction sites , developed in such
form as to serve as the basis for applications for permissions from the planning authorities.

ARTIcLE 6

Each Party shall provide to the other Party free of charge such information relating to
the following matters as the other Party may reasonably require:

(a) topographical , geological , hydrological and meteorological data;

(b) building regulations, norms and practices;

(c) planning regulations and procedures;

(d) information concerning public utilities available to the sites.

ARTICLE 7

(1) The Party receiving the sites shall prepare at its own cost the preliminary designs and
shall transmit two copies thereof to the Party making the sites available together with such
explanatory material as may be required.
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(2) The Party making the sites available shall provide free ofcharge to the Party receiving
the sites the services of a professional consultant architect in order to advise and assist in
the preparation of the preliminary designs and in securing their acceptance by the
appropriate local authorities.

(3) Application for the planning permissions referred to in Article 5 shall be made by the
appropriate authorities of the Party making the sites available . The costs of submitting
such applications shall be borne by the Party making the sites available.

ARTICLE 8

The Parties shall conclude:

(a) a Building Agreement concerning the execution of works to be effected on the London
and Moscow sites and other related matters; and

(b) a Lease Agreement concerning the arrangements for the grant of the leases.

ARTICLE 9

(1) Within six months after the grant of the leases (as defined in Article 3 of this
Agreement) or on such date after completion of the construction of the buildings on the
London and Moscow sites as shall be agreed between the Parties (whichever is the later):

(a) the Government of the United Kingdom shall vacate the buildings leased by it at
No 14 Morisa Toreza Embankment; and

(b) The Government of the USSR shall vacate the buildings leased by it at Nos 10, 13, 16
and 18 Kensington Palace Gardens.

(2) The stage at which the construction of the buildings is deemed to have been completed
for the purpose of paragraph ( 1) above shall be stipulated in the Building Agreement to be
concluded in accordance with Article 8(a) of this Agreement.

ARTICLE 10

(1) Part II of this Agreement shall enter into force upon signature of this Agreement,
following which each Party shall be entitled to have submitted on its behalf the
applications for planning permissions as provided for in Article 7 of this Agreement to the
competent authorities for decision in accordance with the procedures and practices which
would normally apply to such projects , and a reply given accordingly to the Party receiving
the sites as soon as possible.

(2) The intention of the Parties is to conclude at the earliest possible date after the
approval by the competent authorities of the planning permissions in respect of the sites
the Building Agreement and the Lease Agreement referred to in Article 8 of this
Agreement , upon signature of both of which Part I of this Agreement shall enter into force
unless previously agreed otherwise.

(3) The Parties agree that each of them may take appropriate internal measures in
connection with Part I of this Agreement upon signature of this Agreement.

(4) The Government of the USSR may defer design and construction in respect of the
site made available in accordance with paragraph (1)(b) of Article 2. In the event of such
deferral , the Parties shall proceed with the arrangements for design, planning permission,
construction and the grant of leases in respect of the sites at Smolenskaya Embankment
and Voyevodina Street in Moscow and at Nos 1-7 Kensington Palace Gardens in London,
and shall vacate the buildings specified in Article 9 upon completion of these
arrangements.

(5) Before the Building and Lease Agreements enter into force the Parties shall specify in
an Exchange of Notes the site to be made available in accordance with Article 2(1)(b) of
this Agreement.
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In witness whereof the undersigned , duly authorised thereto by their respective
Governments have signed this Agreement.

Done in duplicate at Moscow this 31st day of March 1987 in the English and Russian
languages, both texts being equally authoritative.

For the Government of the United For the Government of the Union of
Kingdom of Great Britain and Soviet Socialist Republics:
Northern Ireland:

GEOFFREY HOWE E SHEVARDNADZE
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ANNEX 1

Description and Delineation of the Moscow Sites

(a)

SMOLENSKAYA EMBANKMENT No 9

From point 1 the 91.03m long line runs in an easterly direction along the line of
Protochny Pereulok to point 2. From point 2 the 43.65m long line runs in a northerly
direction to point 3 at an angle of 91°57'48". From point 3 the 51.60m long line runs in a
northerly direction to point 4 at an angle of 196°02'30". From point 4 the 48.50m long line
runs in a westerly direction to point 5 at an angle of 90°00'53". From point 5 the 31.85m
long line runs in a south westerly direction to point 6 at an angle of 162°24'29". From point
6 the 4.90m long line runs in a south easterly direction to point 7 at an angle of 90°46'05".
From point 7 the 24.62m long line runs in a south westerly direction to point 8 at an angle
of 265°35'53". From point 8 the 41.00m long line runs in a south easterly direction along
the Smolenskaya Embankment to point 9 at an angle of 85°13'53". From point 9 the
23.12m long curved line with radius 58.00 runs in a southerly direction to point 10. From
point 10 the 39.44mtlong line runs in a southerly direction to point 1, where it meets the
line between points'1' and 2 at an angle of 75°07'53".

(b)

VOYEVODINA STREET

From point 1 the line runs parallel to Kompozitorskaya Street for 40.00m to point 2.
From point 2 at an angle of 85°02'24" the line runs along Trubnikovsky Pereulok for
106.50m to point 3. From point 3 the line runs at an angle of 92°29'36" parallel to
Voyevodina Street for 43.00m to point 4. From point 4 at an angle of 91°27'30" the line
runs along the existing school fence for 52.00m long to point 5. From point 5 the 53.45m
long line runs to point I at an angle of 168°51'18". The line between points 5 and I meets
the line between points 1 and 2 at an angle of 102°09' 12".
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ANNEX 2

Description and Delineation of the London Sites

(a)

1-7 KENSINGTON PALACE GARDENS

The delineation of the site begins at point A on the attached plan at the junction of
Bayswater Road and the extreme north western comer of Kensington Gardens. From
point A the site boundary runs southwards along the western edge of Kensington Gardens
for a distance of 45.29 metres to point B. From point B the boundary turns westwards at
an angle of 90°00'00" for a distance of 0.66 metres to point C. From point C, the boundary
runs southwards at an angle of 270°00'00" for a distance of 17.20 metres to point D. From
point D, the boundary proceeds westwards at an angle of 80°28'50" along the northern
edge of land belonging to Kensington Palace for a distance of 79.34 metres to point E.
From point E the boundary continues westwards at an angle of 162°36'00" for a distance
of 9.23 metres to point F and thence, also in a westerly direction at an angle of 208°12'00"
along the northern edge of land belonging to Kensington Palace and to the property
known as No 8 Kensington Palace Gardens for a distance of 83.49 metres to point G, at
the junction with Kensington Palace Gardens. From point G the boundary line proceeds
northwards at an angle of 90°41' 15" along Kensington Palace Gardens for a distance of
52.73 metres to point H, adjacent to where the boundary wall of the lodge commences.
From point H, the boundary proceeds eastwards at an angle of 88°30'00", parallel to the
southern boundary of the lodge, for a distance of 16.05 metres to point I and then proceeds
northwards at an angle of 268°06'00", following the boundary wall of the lodge, for a
distance of 10.35 metres to point J, on the Bayswater Road. From point J the site boundary
proceeds eastwards at an angle of 88°48'00" along the Bayswater Road, for a distance of
68.12 metres to point K and then continues eastwards at an angle of 171°23'33" for a
further 90.39 metres, back to point A. The line between points K and A meets the line
between points A and B at an angle of 99° 12' 15".

(b)

245 WARWICK ROAD

The delineation of the site begins at point A on the attached plan at the junction of
Warwick Road and Radnor Terrace. From point A the site boundary runs in a south-
easterly direction along Warwick Road for a distance of 57.30 metres to point B. From
point B the site boundary extends in a south-westerly direction at an angle of 89°42'29"
for a distance of 66.00 metres to point C. The site boundary then turns in a south-easterly
direction at an angle of 270°00'00" for a distance of 16.70 metres to point D and continues
in a south-westerly direction at an angle of91 °00'00" for a distance of 12.60 metres to point
E, and thence, in a north-westerly direction at an angle of 90°00'00", for a distance of 3.60
metres, to point F. From that point, the boundary continues in a south-westerly direction
at an angle of 270°00'00" for a distance of 36.50 metres to point G. The boundary then
turns in a north-westerly direction at an angle of 102°55'22" for a distance of 72.50 metres
to point H. From point H the site boundary follows at an angle of 76°26'47" along the edge
of the property known as Charles House, and along the south-eastern side of Radnor
Terrace, for a distance of 132.20 metres in a north-easterly direction back to point A. The
line between points H and A meets the line between points A and B at an angle of 90°09'34".
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