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CONSULAR CONVENTION
BETWEEN THE UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN

IRELAND AND THE ARAB REPUBLIC OF EGYPT

The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland (hereinafter referred to
as " the United Kingdom ") and the Arab Republic of Egypt;

Desiring further to strengthen the ties of friendship between their respective countries;

Wishing to regulate and promote their relations in the consular field and thus to
facilitate the protection of their respective national interests and the rights and interests of
their respective nationals;

Have decided to conclude a Consular Convention and have agreed as follows:

PART I

Application and definitions

ARTICLE I

This Convention shall apply, in relation to the Contracting Parties,

(1) to the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and to such territories
for the international relations of which it is responsible as may be agreed between the
Governments of the Contracting Parties in an Exchange of Notes;

(2) to the Arab Republic of Egypt.

ARTICLE 2

For the purposes of this Convention:

(1) the term "sending State" shall mean the Contracting Party by whom a consular
officer is appointed;

(2) the term " receiving State " shall mean the Contracting Party within whose territory
a consular officer performs his duties as such;

(3) the term "consulate" shall mean any consulate-general, consulate, vice-consulate or
consular agency;

(4) the term " consular officer " shall mean any person (whether a consul-general , consul,
vice-consul or consular agent) appointed as such by the sending State and admitted in this
capacity by the receiving State in conformity with the provisions of paragraph (2) of
Article 5;

(5) the term" consular employee" shall mean any person employed at a consulate by the
sending State to perform:

(a) administrative or technical duties; or

(b) other duties in the service of the consulate;

and admitted in this capacity by the receiving State in conformity with the provisions of
paragraph (2) of Article 5; a consular employee may possess the nationality either of the
sending State or of the receiving State;

(6) the term "national" shall mean any person whom the sending State recognises as a
national, including, where the context so permits, any juridical entity;

(7) the term " vessel " shall mean , in relation to a Contracting Party, any vessel registered
at a port in the territory of that Party; it shall not, however, include any ship of war.
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PART 11

Establishment of consulates and consular appointments

ARTICLE 3

(I) The establishment of a consulate by the sending State in the territory of the receiving
State shall be subject to the consent of the latter State.

(2) The sending and receiving States shall determine by agreement the seat of the
consulate, its classification and the limits of the consular district.

ARTICLE 4

(1) The sending State may, to the extent that this is permitted under the laws and
regulations of the receiving State, acquire, hold or occupy under any form of tenure which
may exist under those laws and regulations, land, buildings or parts of buildings for the
purposes of providing a consulate or a residence for a consular officer or, provided that he
is a national of the sending State, a consular employee. The receiving State shall give any
necessary assistance to the sending State in this matter.

(2) Nothing in the provisions of paragraph (1) of this Article shall be construed so as to
exempt the sending State from the operation of any building or town planning regulation,
or other restriction, applicable to the area in which the land, buildings or part of buildings
concerned are situated.

ARTICLE 5

(1) The sending State may appoint consular officers and consular employees in such
numbers and of such rank as may be reasonable to perform consular duties in the receiving
State.

(2) Consular officers and consular employees shall be appointed by the sending State and
admitted to the performance of their duties by the receiving State in accordance with their
respective usages.

(3) The receiving State shall, without delay, inform its appropriate authorities of the
name of any consular officer authorised to act as such under this Convention; it shall take
the necessary measures to ensure that he is enabled to perform his duties and is accorded
the rights, privileges and immunities due to him.

(4) The receiving State may at any time and without having to explain the reason for its
decision, notify the sending State through the diplomatic channel that a consular officer
or consular employee is unacceptable. The sending State shall thereupon recall the person
concerned to terminate his duties at the consulate. If the sending State fails to carry out
this obligation within a reasonable period, the receiving State may, in the case of a consular
officer, withdraw the exequatur or other authorisation or, in the case of a consular
employee, decline to continue to recognise him in such capacity.

ARTICLE 6

The sending State may, with the permission of the receiving State, appoint one or more
members of its diplomatic mission accredited to that State to perform consular, in addition
to diplomatic, duties. The provisions of this Convention shall apply to any person so
appointed. He shall continue to enjoy all those privileges and immunities which he derives
from his diplomatic status, except that no claim to privilege or immunity greater than that
of a consular officer or consular employee, as the case may be, under the Convention shall
be made on his behalf in respect of the performance by him of consular duties.

ARTICLE 7

When a consular officer is unable to act through death, illness, absence or other cause,
a consular officer or a member of the diplomatic mission of the sending State may be
temporarily appointed to act in his place until his return to duty or the making of a new
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appointment by the sending State. Such acting officer shall be entitled, upon notification
to the receiving State through the diplomatic channel, to perform the duties referred to in
this Convention and to receive the same treatment as he would receive under the
Convention if he had been appointed to the post under Article 5.

PART III

Privileges and immunities

ARTICLE 8

(1) The receiving State shall accord to consulates of the sending State and persons
connected with them privileges and immunities not less favourable than those which the
Contracting Parties respectively accord each other under the Vienna Convention on
Consular Relations of 24 April. 19631.

(2) Nothing in the provisions of paragraph (1) of this Article shall derogate from any
reservation made by either Contracting Party to the Vienna Convention.

(3) The provisions of paragraph (1) of this Article shall be subject to the exception
provided for in paragraph (7) of Article 19 of this Convention.

PART IV

Consular functions

ARTICLE 9

(1) A consular office- shall be entitled to perform the duties specified in this Part. He may,
in addition, perform other official consular duties, provided that they are not contrary to
the laws and regulations of the receiving State.

(2) The receiving State shall accord full facilities for the performance of the functions of
the consulate.

(3) A consular officer shall be entitled to perform consular duties within his own consular
district. The performance by him of consular duties outside that district shall be subject to
the consent of the receiving State.

(4) In connexion with the performance of his duties a consular officer shall be entitled to
apply to and correspond with the competent authorities, national, regional or local, within
the consular district.

(5) Subject to the laws and regulations of the receiving State with regard to areas entry
into which is prohibited or restricted for reasons of national security, a consular officer
shall be permitted to travel freely within the consular district for the purpose ofperforming
his duties.

ARTICLE 10

A consular officer shall be entitled:

(a) to protect the rights and to promote the interests of the sending State and of its
nationals;

(b) to further the expansion of contacts between the sending State and the receiving State
in relation to commercial, economic, scientific and cultural matters and tourism and
to contribute to the development of friendly ties between them in these and other fields
of their mutual relations;

(c) to ascertain by all lawful means conditions and developments in the commercial,
economic, cultural and scientific life of the receiving State, to report thereon to the
Government of the sending State and to give information to persons interested.

Treaty Series No. 14 (1973 ), Cmnd. 5219.
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ARTICLE I I

(1) A consular officer shall be entitled:

(a) to communicate with , interview and advise a national of the sending State;

(b) to aid him in relations with , or in proceedings before , the judicial or administrative
authorities of the receiving State;

(c) to make arrangements for legal assistance for him , consistently with the laws and
regulations of that State; and

(d) at the request of the said authorities or with their consent , to act as interpreter on
behalf of such a national or propose an interpreter so to act.

(2) No restriction shall be placed by the receiving State upon the access of a national of
the sending State to the consulate or upon communication by him with the consulate.

(3) Upon the request of a consular officer , the authorities of the receiving State shall take
appropriate steps to assist him in obtaining information with regard to the whereabouts of
a national of the sending State, so that he may communicate with or interview that
national.

ARTICLE 12

(1) In any case where a national of the sending State has been arrested , detained or
subjected to any other deprivation of liberty, the competent authorities of the receiving
State shall as soon as possible, and at latest within three days , so inform the appropriate
consulate . The national shall be permitted to communicate with the consulate.

(2) The consular officer, provided that he complies with the conditions laid down for this
purpose by the laws and regulations of the receiving State , shall be entitled , without delay,
to visit, to converse with and to communicate with the national . Such visits shall be
permitted as soon as possible and at latest within three days from the date on which the
national was subjected to deprivation of liberty.

(3) In the event of criminal proceedings being brought against a national of the sending
State the consular officer shall, on request , be informed of the particulars of the offence
alleged against that national.

(4) The consular officer shall , in accordance with the laws and regulations of the receiving
State , be entitled to be present during the trial in the receiving State of a national of the
sending State.

(5) A consular officer, provided that he complies with the conditions laid down for this
purpose by the laws and regulations of the receiving State, shall be entitled , without delay,
to visit , converse with and to communicate with a national of the sending State who is
serving a sentence of imprisonment or other custodial treatment in the receiving State.
Subsequent visits may take place at intervals of not more than a month.

(6) A national to whom the provisions of this Article apply may receive parcels of the size
and content and at the intervals permitted under the regulations of the institution in which
he is detained.

(7) The competent authorities of the receiving State shall inform , without delay, the
national concerned of the rights of visit and communication granted under this Article.

(8) The provisions of this Article shall apply also , to the extent that they are capable of
such application , in relation to any person employed on a vessel or aircraft of the sending
State which is present in the receiving State, provided that the person concerned is not a
national or permanent resident of the latter State.

ARTICLE 13

In any case where a national of the sending State is not present or otherwise
represented in the receiving State, a consular officer shall be entitled , consistently with the
laws and regulations of the receiving State, to take, personally or through an authorised
representative , any necessary measures to safeguard the rights and interests of the national

6



before the judicial or administrative authorities of the receiving State . A consular officer
may also propose to the competent authority that consideration of the matter be
postponed until such time as the national has been informed and has had reasonable
opportunity to be present or represented.

ARTICLE 14

(1) A consular officer shall be entitled , within the consular district:

(a) to draw up , attest, identify , authenticate , legalise or take such other action as may be
necessary to validate acts or documents of a juridical character or copies thereof,
including commercial documents, declarations , registrations , testamentary
dispositions and contracts required:

(i) by a person of any nationality for use in the sending State or under the laws and
regulations of that State;

(ii) by a national of the sending State for use elsewhere than in that State;

( b) to translate documents and to certify the accuracy of the translation.

(2) If documents , copies , extracts and translations are submitted to the authorities of the
receiving State , they shall be legalised where this is required by the laws and regulations of
the receiving State.

(3) It is , however , understood that , where an act or document referred to in paragraph
(1) of this Article is required for use in the receiving State or under the laws and regulations
of that State , the authorities of that State shall be obliged to recognise its validity only to
the extent that this is consistent with the laws and regulations of the receiving State.

ARTICLE 15

(1) A consular officer shall be entitled:

(a) to keep a register of nationals of the sending State;

(b) to register , or receive notification of, the birth or death of a national of the sending
State;

(c) to record a marriage soleninised under the laws and regulations of the receiving State,
or a divorce granted under that law, provided that at least one of the parties to such
marriage or divorce is a national of the sending State;

(d) to solemnise a marriage , provided that at least one of the parties is a national of the
sending State and provided also that the solemnisation of the marriage is not
prohibited under the laws and regulations of the territory concerned of the receiving
State;

(e) to act as notary or civil registrar and in capacities of similar kind and to perform duties
of an administrative nature, provided that there is nothing contrary thereto in the laws
and regulations of either the receiving State or of the sending State.

(2) Nothing in the provisions of paragraph ( 1) of this Article shall exempt any private
person from any obligation imposed by the laws and regulations of the receiving State with
regard to the notification to, or registration with , the competent authorities of any matter
dealt with in those provisions.

ARTICLE 16

A consular officer shall be entitled to issue, revoke , renew , amend and extend the
v,iu;ty of passports , entry and transit visas and other similar documents.

ARTICLE 17

A consular officer shall be entitled to transmit judicial documents and to take evidence
on behalf of the courts of the sending State in a manner not inconsistent with laws and
regulations of the receiving State.

7



ARTICLE 18

A consular officer shall be entitled to propose to a court or other competent authority
of the receiving State the names of appropriate persons to act:

(a) as guardians in respect of a national of the sending State , present in the receiving State,
who is a minor or who otherwise does not possess full legal capacity; or

(b) as trustees or controllers of property in respect of the property of such a national in
any case where that property is left without supervision.

ARTICLE 19

(1) Where it comes to the knowledge of the competent authorities of the receiving State
that a national of the sending State has died in the former State they shall, without delay,
inform the appropriate consulate accordingly and shall transmit to the consulate a copy of.
the death certificate or other document recording the death , as the case may be, which shall
be free of charge.

(2) Where it comes to the knowledge of the competent authorities of the receiving State
that in that State there is an estate:

(a) of a deceased person of any nationality in relation to which a consular officer may have
a right to represent the interests of a national of the sending State by virtue of the
provisions of paragraph (4) of this Article; or

(b) of a national of the sending State in relation to which no person (other than an
authority of the receiving State ) entitled to claim administration is present or
represented in that State,

the said authorities shall so inform the appropriate consular officer of the sending State.

(3) Where a deceased national of the sending State leaves property in the receiving State
the consular officer shall be entitled consistently with the laws and regulations of the
receiving State to take steps personally or through an authorised representative:

(a) for the protection and preservation of that estate;

( b) for the full administration of the estate.

(4) (a) Where a national of the sending State holds or claims an interest in property left
in the receiving State by a deceased person of any nationality and is not present in the
receiving State or otherwise represented in that State , the consular officer shall likewise
be entitled to represent the interests of the said national to the same extent as if valid
powers of attorney had been executed by him in favour of the consular officer.

(b) If it is necessary under the laws and regulations of the receiving State to obtain a grant
of representation or order of a court before action can be taken in pursuance of
paragraph (3) of this Article or of subparagraph (a) of this paragraph , such grant or
order shall be made in favour of the consular officer upon his application . Where under
the laws and regulations of the receiving State the grant or order can be made only
in the name of the said national , it shall be so made and the consular officer may act
on the basis of that grant or order as provided for under paragraph (3) of this Article
or of subparagraph (a) of this paragraph.

(5) The consular officer may take action in conformity with paragraph (3) and
subparagraph (a) of paragraph (4) of this Article only in the absence of such action by a
person having equal or superior rights so to act or by his representative.

(6) (a) If a national of the sending State whom a consular officer represents by virtue of
the provisions of this Article subsequently becomes legally represented in the receiving
State, the consular officer shall cease to represent him as from the date when he is
informed that the national is otherwise represented.
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(b) Where a grant of representation or order of a court has already been made in favour
of the consular officer under the provisions of subparagraph (b) of paragraph (4) of
this Article, the consular officer shall continue to represent the national until the date
when a further grant or order has been made on the application of the national or of
his representative or of some other person or until the grant or order is revoked by the
appropriate authorities of the receiving State.

(7) If a consular officer exercises the rights accorded under this Article with regard to an
estate he shall be subject to that extent to the civil jurisdiction of the courts of the receiving
State.

ARTICLE 20

If a national of the sending State dies while travelling in or passing through the
territory of the receiving State without being either domiciled or resident there, a consular
officer shall be permitted, for the purpose of safeguarding the money and effects in the
personal possession of the deceased, to take immediate custody thereof, subject to the right
of the administrative or judicial authorities to assume possession of such money and effects
in any case where the interests ofjustice or the investigation of crime so require. Any right
to retain possession or to dispose of such money or effects shall be subject to the provisions
of Article 19 and to the laws and regulations of the receiving State.

ARTICLE 21

A consular officer may, on behalf of a national of the sending State not present in the
receiving State, receive from a court, agency or person, money or other property to which
the national concerned may be entitled as a consequence of the death of any person. The
court, agency or person making the distribution shall not be obliged to transmit such
money or property through the consular officer, and the consular officer shall not be
obliged to receive such money or property for transmission. The court, agency or person
in question may require that the consular officer shall comply with such conditions as it
may prescribe with regard to:

(a) the production of a power of attorney or other authorisation from the national
concerned;

(b) the production of reasonable evidence of the receipt of such money or property by the
said national;

(c) the return of the money or property in the absence of such evidence.

ARTICLE 22

In relation to the consular protection of vessels of the sending State which have entered
the ports or territorial waters of the receiving State, their passengers and crews, the
receiving State shall give favourable consideration to any request by the sending State for
the accord to its consular officers of any assistance or facility which would be accorded
under similar circumstances to the consular officers of a third State.

ARTICLE 22(Bis)

(1) A consular officer shall be entitled:

(a) to exercise in the receiving State in accordance with the laws and regulations of the
sending State duties of supervision and inspection in relation to vessels of that State;

(b) to render assistance and aid to vessels of the sending State within a port or within the
territorial waters of the receiving State;

(c) to take statements with regard to the voyage of any such vessel, examine the vessel's
papers, investigate any incident which may have occurred during the voyage and,
without prejudice to the rights of the authorities of the receiving State. settle disputes
of any kind between the master and a member of the crew of the vessel to the extent
permitted by the laws and regulations of the sending State.
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(2) Where it comes to the knowledge of the competent authorities of the receiving State
that a vessel of the sending State has been wrecked or has run aground, has been swept
ashore or has otherwise sustained damage in the territorial or internal waters of the
receiving State, the said authorities shall, without delay, so inform the appropriate
consulate of the sending State.

ARTICLE 22(TER)

(1) The judicial authorities of the receiving State shall not entertain any civil proceedings
arising out of a claim of the master or a member of the crew of a vessel of the sending State
relating to wages or to a contract of service without first giving notice to the appropriate
consular officer, and shall decline to entertain the proceedings if the consular officer objects.

(2) The judicial authorities may, however, exercise any civil jurisdiction which is not
excluded by paragraph (1) of this Article.

ARTICLE 23

The provisions of Articles 22(bis) and 22(ter) shall apply also in relation to civil
aircraft to the extent that they are capable of such application.

PART V

Final provisions

ARTICLE 24

(1) Disputes between the Contracting Parties concerning the interpretation or
application of this Convention shall, if possible, be settled through diplomatic channels.

(2) If a dispute between the Contracting Parties cannot thus be settled, it shall, upon the
request of either Party, be submitted to an arbitral tribunal.

(3) Such an arbitral tribunal shall be constituted for each individual case in the following
way. Within two months of the receipt of the request for arbitration, each Contracting
Party shall appoint one member of the tribunal. Those two members shall then select a
national of a third State who on approval by the two Parties shall be appointed Chairman
of the tribunal. The Chairman shall be appointed within two months from the date of
appointment of the other two members.

(4) If within the periods specified in paragraph (3) of this Article the necessary
appointments have not been made, either Contracting Party may, in the absence of any
other agreement, invite the President of the International Court of Justice to make any
necessary appointments. If the President is a national of either Party or if he is otherwise
prevented from discharging the said function, the Vice-president shall be invited to make
the necessary appointments. If the Vice-president is a national of either Party or if he also
is prevented from discharging the said function, the Member of the.lnternational Court of
Justice next in seniority who is not a national of either Party shall be invited to make the
necessary appointments.

(5) The arbitral tribunal shall reach its decision by a majority of votes. Such decision shall
be binding on both Contracting Parties. .Each Party shall bear the cost of its own member
of the tribunal and of its representation in the arbital proceedings; the cost of the Chairman
and the remaining costs shall be borne in equal parts by the Parties. The tribunal may,
however, in its decision direct that a higher proportion of costs shall be borne by one of the
two Parties, and this award shall be binding on both Parties. The tribunal shall determine
its own procedure.

ARTICLE 25

(1) Nothing in the provisions of this Convention shall be construed so as to oblige the
receiving State to recognise a consular officer of the sending State as entitled to perform
consular duties on behalf of, or otherwise to act on behalf of, or concern himself with, a
national of the sending State who has been granted political asylum, whether for reasons
of race, nationality, political opinion or religion.
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(2) The provisions of paragraph (1) of this Article shall also apply where a national of the
sending State is seeking political asylum, whether for reasons of race, nationality, political
opinion or religion, and has declared in writing that he does not wish such recognition to
be accorded by the receiving State.

ARTICLE 26

(1) This Convention shall be ratified and shall enter into force on the thirtieth day after
the exchange of instruments of ratification', which shall take place at Cairo as soon as
possible.

(2) This Convention shall remain in force for a period of five years. In case neither
Contracting Party shall have given to the other, twelve months before the expiry of the said
period of five years, notice of intention to terminate the Convention, it shall continue to
remain in force until the expiry of twelve months from the date on which notice of such
intention is given by one Contracting Party to the other.

In witness whereof the undersigned, duly authorised thereto, have signed this
Convention.

Done in duplicate at London this 23rd day of April, 1985, in the English and Arabic
languages , both texts being equally authoritative.

For the United Kingdom of Great Britain For the Arab Republic of Egypt:
and Northern Ireland:

TIMOTHY RENTON YOUSEF SHARARA

' The Convention entered into force on 17 January 1989.
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EXCHANGE OF NOTES
BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF THE

UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND
AND THE GOVERNMENT OF THE ARAB REPUBLIC OF EGYPT

CONCERNING THE APPLICATION TO HONG KONG
OF THE CONSULAR CONVENTION

No. I

The Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs to the
Ambassador of the Arab Republic of Egypt at London

Foreign and Commonwealth Office
London

GK 401 /32211 23rd April 1985

Your Excellency,

I have the honour to refer to the Consular Convention signed today between the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the Arab Republic of Egypt
and to propose , on behalf of the Government of the United Kingdom , that upon the
application of the Convention to Hong Kong in accordance with the provisions of
paragraph (1) of Article I thereof, the powers provided for in paragraph I of the Second
Schedule to the Consular Relations Ordinance of Hong Kong shall be exercised with
respect to consular officers of the Arab Republic of Egypt in Hong Kong.

If the foregoing proposal is acceptable to the Government of the Arab Republic of
Egypt , I have the honour further to propose that this Note and Your Excellency ' s reply in
that sense shall constitute an Agreement between the two Governments which shall come
into effect on the date of entry into force of the Convention and shall remain in effect until
the Convention ceases to be in force.

I have the honour to convey to Your
Excellency the assurance of my

highest consideration

TIMOTHY RENTON

(For the Secretary of State)

W
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[Translation of No. 2]

The Ambassador of the Arab Republic of Egypt to the Secretary of State
for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs

''

Your Excellency,

I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your Excellency's Note of 23 April, which
reads as follows:

[As in No. 1]

I have the honour to inform Your Excellency that the foregoing proposals are
acceptable to the Government of the Arab Republic of Egypt, who therefore agree that
your Note and this reply shall constitute an Agreement between the two Governments in
this matter.

On behalf of the Arab Republic of
Egypt

YOUSEF SHARARA

Embassy ofthe Arab Republic ofEgypt
London

23 April 1985
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EXCHANGE OF NOTES
BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT
BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND AND THE GOVERNMENT OF THE
ARAB REPUBLIC OF EGYPT EXTENDING THE APPLICATION OF THE

CONSULAR CONVENTION TO HONG KONG, THE CHANNEL ISLANDS AND
THE ISLE OF MAN

No. 1

The Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs to the
Ambassador of the Arab Republic of Egypt at London

Foreign and Commonwealth Office
London

GK 401132211 23 April 1985

Your Excellency,

I have the honour to refer to the Consular Convention signed today between the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the Arab Republic of Egypt
and to propose, on behalf of the Government of the United Kingdom and in accordance
with the provisions of paragraph (1) of Article I thereof, that the application of the
Convention shall extend to Hong Kong, the Channel Islands and the Isle of Man.

If the foregoing proposal is acceptable to the Government of the Arab Republic of
Egypt, I have the honour further to propose that this Note and Your Excellency's reply in
that sense shall constitute an Agreement between the two Governments which shall come
into effect on the date of entry into force of the Convention and shall remain in effect until
the convention ceases to be in force.

I have the honour to convey to Your
Excellency the assurance of my

highest consideration

TIMOTHY RENTON

(For the Secretary of State)
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No. 2
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[YOUSEF SHARARA]
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[Translation of No. 2]

The Ambassador of the Arab Republic of Egypt to the Secretary of State
for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs

Your Excellency,

I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of Your Excellency's Note of 23 April, which
reads as follows:

[As in No. 1]

I have the honour to inform Your Excellency that the foregoing proposals are
acceptable to the Government of the Arab Republic of Egypt, who therefore agree that
your Note and this reply shall constitute an Agreement between the two Governments in
this matter.

On behalf of the Arab Republic of
Egypt

YOUSEF SHARARA

Embassy ofthe Arab Republic ofEgypt
London

23 April 1985
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