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CONVENTION
ON THE PREVENTION OF MARINE POLLUTION BY
DUMPING OF WASTES AND OTHER MATTER

The Contracting Parties to this Convention,

Recognizing that the marine environment and the living organisms which
it supports are of vital importance to humanity, and all people have an
interest in assuring that it is so managed that its quality and resources are
not impaired;

Recognizing that the capacity of the sea to assimilate wastes and render
them harmless, and its ability to regenerate natural resources, is not
unlimited;

Recognizing that States have, in accordance with the Charter of the
United Nations(*) and the principles of international law, the sovereign right
to exploit their own resources pursuant to their own environmental policies,
and the responsibility to ensure that activities within their jurisdiction or
control do not cause damage to the emvironment of other States or of
areas beyond the limits of national jurisdiction;

Recalling Resolution 2749 (XXV) of the General Assembly of the
United Nations on the principles governing the sea-bed and the ocean
floor and the subsoil thereof, beyond the limits of national jurisdiction;

Noting that marine pollution originates in many sources, such as
dumping and discharges through the atmosphere, rivers, estuaries, outfalls
and pipelines, and that it is important that States use the best practicable
means to prevent such pollution and develop products and processes which
will reduce the amount of harmful wastes to be disposed of; '

Being convinced that international action to control the pollution of
the sea by dumping can and must be taken without delay but that this
action should not preclude discussion of measures to control other sources
of marine pollution as soon as possible; and

Wishing to improve protection of the marine environment by encouraging
States with a common interest in particular geographical areas to enter into
appropriate agreements supplementary to this Convention;

Have agreed as follows:

ARrTICLE 1

Contracting Parties shall individually and collectively promote the
effective control of all sources of pollution of the marine environment, and
pledge themselves especially to take all practicable steps to prevent the
pollution of the sea by the dumping of waste and other matter that is
liable to create hazards to human health, to harm living resources and
marine life, to damage amenities or to-interfere with other legitimate uses
of the sea.

(V) Treaty Series No. 67 (1946), Cmd. 7015.
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ARrTICLE II

Contracting Parties shall, as provided for in the following Articles, take
effective measures individually, according to their scientific, technical and
economic capabilities, and collectively, to prevent marine pollution caused
by dumping and shall harmonize their policies in this regard.

ARrTICLE 11T
For the purposes of this Convention:

1. (@) *“Dumping ” means:

(i) any deliberate disposal at sea of wastes or other matter from
vessels, aircraft, platforms or other man-made structures at
sea;

(ii) any deliberate disposal at sea of vessels, aircraft, platforms or
other man-made structures at sea.

(&) “Dumping > does not include:

(i) the disposal at sea of wastes or other matter incidental to, or
derived from the normal operations of vessels, aircraft,
platforms or other man-made structures at sea and their
equipment, other than wastes or other matter transported by
or to vessels, aircraft, platforms or other man-made structures
at sea, operating for the purpose of disposal of such matter
or derived from the treatment of such wastes or other matter
on such vessels, aircraft, platforms or structures;

(i) placement of matter for a purpose other than the mere disposal
thereof, provided that such placement is not contrary to
the aims of this Convention.

(¢) The disposal of wastes or other matter directly arising from, or
related to the exploration, exploitation and associated off-shore

processing of sea-bed mineral resources will not be covered by
the provisions of this Convention.

2. “Vessels and aircraft ” means waterborne or airborne craft of any
type whatsoever. This expression includes air cushioned craft and floating
craft, whether self-propelled or not.

3. “Sea” means all marine waters other than the internal waters of
States.

4. “Wastes or other matter ” means material and substance of any kind,
form or description.

5. “Special permit” means permission granted specifically on
application in advance and in accordance with Annex II and Annex III.

6. “General permit” means permission granted in advance and in
accordance with Annex III.

7. “The Organisation” means the Organisation designated by the
Contracting Parties in accordance with Article XIV (2).

3
166057 B



ARTICLE IV

1. In accordance with the provisions of this Convention Contracting
Parties shall prohibit the dumping of any wastes or other matter in whatever
form or condition except as otherwise specified below:

(@) the dumping of wastes or other matter listed in Annex I is
prohibited;

(b) the dumping of wastes or other matter listed in Annex II requires
a prior special permit;

(¢) the dumping of all other wastes or matter requires a prior general
permit,

2. Any permit shall be issued only after careful consideration of all the
factors set forth in Annex Ill, including prior studies of the characteristics
of the dumping site, as set forth in Sections B and C of that Annex.

3. No provision of this Convention is to be interpreted as preventing a
Contracting Party from prohibiting, insofar as that Party is concerned, the
dumping of wastes or other matter not mentioned in Annex I. That
Party shall notify such measures to the Organisation.

ARTICLE V

1. The provisions of Article IV shall not apply when it is necessary
to secure the safety of human life or of vessels, aircraft, platforms or other
man-made structures at sea in cases of force majeure caused by stress of
weather, or in any case which constitutes a danger to human life or a real
threat to vessels, aircraft, platforms or other man-made structures at sea,
if dumping appears to be the only way of averting the threat and if there
is every probability that the damage consequent upon such dumping will be
less than would otherwise occur. Such dumping shall be so conducted as
to minimise the likelihood of damage to human or marine life and shall be
reported forthwith to the Organisation.

2. A Contracting Party may issue a special permit as an exception to
Article IV (1) (a), in emergencies, posing unacceptable risk relating to human
health and admitting no other feasible solution. Before doing so the Party
shall consult any other country or countries that are likely to be affected
and the Organisation which, after consulting other Parties, and international
organisations as appropriate, shall, in accordance with Article XIV promptly
recommend to the Party the most appropriate procedures to adopt. The
Party shall follow these recommendations to the maximum extent feasible
consistent with the time within which action must be taken and with the
general obligation to avoid damage to the marine environment and shall
inform the Organisation of the action it takes. The Parties pledge themselves
to assist one another in such situations.

3. Any Contracting Party may waive its rights under paragraph (2) at
the time of, or subsequent to ratification of, or accession to this Convention.
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ArTIicLE VI

1. Each Contracting Party shall designate an appropriate authority or
authorities to: :

(a) issue special permits which shall be required prior to, and for, the
dumping of matter listed in Annex II and in the circumstances
provided for in Article V (2);

(b) issue general permits which shall be required prior to, and for, the
dumping of all other matter;

(¢) keep records of the nature and quantities of all matter permitted to
be dumped and the location, time and method of dumping;

(d) monitor individually, or in collaboration with other Parties and
competent international organisations, the condition of the seas for
the purposes of this Convention. '

2. The appropriate authority or authorities of a Contracting Party
shall issue prior special or general permits in accordance with paragraph (1)
in respect of matter intended for dumping:

(a) loaded in its territory;

(b) loaded by a vessel or aircraft registered in its territory or flying its
flag, when the loading occurs in the territory of a State not party to
this Convention.

3. In issuing permits under sub-paragraphs (1)(a) and (b) above, the
appropriate authority or authorities shall comply with Annex III, together
with such additional criteria, measures and requirements as they may
consider relevant.

4. Each Contracting Party, directly or through a Secretariat
established under a regional agreement, shall report to the Organisation,
and where appropriate to other Parties, the information specified in sub-
paragraphs (¢) and (d) of paragraph (1) above, and the criteria, measures
and requirements it adopts in accordance with paragraph (3) above. The
procedure to be followed and the nature of such reports shall be agreed
by the Parties in consultation,

ARTICLE VII

1. Each Contracting Party shall apply the measures required to
implement the present Convention to all:

(a) vessels and aircraft registered in its territory or flying its flag;

(b) vessels and aircraft loading in its territory or territorial seas matter
which is to be dumped;

(c) vessels and aircraft and fixed or floating platforms under its
jurisdiction believed to be engaged in dumping.
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2. [Each Party shall take in its territory appropriate measures to prevent
and punish conduct in contravention of the provisions of this Convention.

3. The Parties agree to co-operate in the development of procedures
for the effective application of this Convention particularly on the high seas,
including procedures for the reporting of vessels and aircraft observed
dumping in contravention of the Convention.

4. This Convention shall not apply to those vessels and aircraft entitled
to sovereign immunity under international law. However each Party shall
ensure by the adoption of appropriate measures that such vessels and aircraft
owned or operated by it act in a manner consistent with the object and

- purpose of this Convention, and shall inform the Organisation accordingly.

- - 5. Nothing in this Convention shall affect the right of eachParty to
adopt other measures, in accordance with the principles of international law,
to prevent dumping at sea.

ARTICLE VIII

" In order to further the objectives of this Convention, the Contracting
Parties with common interests to protect in the marine environment in a
given geographical area shall endeavour, taking into account characteristic
regional features, to enter into regional agreements consistent with this
Convention for the prevention of pollution, especially by dumping. The
Contracting Parties to the present Convention shall endeavour to act
consistently with the objectives and provisions of such regional agreements,
which shall be notified to them by the Organisation. Contracting Parties
shall seek to co-operate with the Parties to regional agreements in order to
develop harmonized procedures to be followed by Contracting Parties to the

. different conventions concerned. Special attention shall be given to co-

operation in the field of monitoring and scientific research,

ARTICLE IX

The Contracting Parties shall promote, through collaboration within the
Organisation and other international bodies, support for those Parties which
request it for:

- (a) the training of scientific and technical personmnel;
(b) the supply of necessary equipment and facilities for research and
monitoring;
(c) the disposal and treatment of waste and other measures to prevent
or mitigate pollution caused by dumping;

preferably within the countries concerned, so furthering the aims and
purposes of this Convention.
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ARTICLE X

In accordance with the principles of international law regarding State
responsibility for damage to the environment of other States or to any other
area of the environment, caused by dumping of wastes and other matter of
all kinds, the Contracting Parties undertake to develop procedures for the
assessment of liability and the settlement of disputes regarding dumping.

ARTICLE XI

The Contracting Parties shall at their first consultative meeting consider
procedures for the settlement of disputes concerning the interpretation and
application of this Convention.

ARTICLE XII

The Contracting Parties pledge themselves to promote, within the
competent specialised agencies and other international bodies, measures to
protect the marine environment against pollution caused by:

(@) hydrocarbons, including oil, and their wastes;

(b) other noxious or hazardous matter transported by vessels for purposes
other than dumping;

(c) wastes generated in the course of operation of vessels, aircraft,
platforms and other man-made structures at sea;

(d) radio-active pollutants from all sources, including vessels;
~ (e) agents of chemical and biological warfare;

(f) wastes or other matter directly arising from, or related to the
exploration, exploitation and associated off-shore processing of sea-bed
mineral resources.

The Parties will also promote, within the appropriate international
organisation, the codification of signals to be used by vessels engaged in
dumping,.

ARTICLE XIII

Nothing in this Convention shall prejudice the codification and
development of the law of the sea by the United Nations Conference on the
Law of the Sea convened pursuant to Resolution 2750 C (XXV) of the
General Assembly of the United Nations nor the present or future claims
and legal views of any State concerning the law of the sea and the nature
and extent of coastal and flag State jurisdiction. The Contracting Parties
agree to consult at a meeting to be convened by the Organisation after the
Law of the Sea Conference, and in any case not later than 1976, with a view
to defining the nature and extent of the right and the responsibility of a
coastal State to apply the Convention in a zone adjacent to its coast.
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ARTICLE XIV

1. The Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland as a depositary shall call a meeting of the Contracting
Parties not later than three months after the entry into force of this
Convention to decide on organisational matters.

2. The Contracting Parties shall designate a competent Organisation
existing at the time of that meeting to be responsible for Secretariat duties
in relation to this Convention. Any Party to this Convenion not being a
member of this Organisation shall make an appropriate contribution to the
expenses incurred by the Organisation in performing these duties.

3. The Secretariat duties of the Organisation shall include:

(a) the convening of consultative meetings of the Contracting Parties
not less frequently than once every two years and of special meetings
of the Parties at any time on the request of two-thirds of the Parties;

(b) preparing and assisting, in consultation with the Contracting Parties
and appropriate International Organisations, in the development and
implementation of procedures referred to in sub-paragraph (4) (e) of
this Article;

(c) considering enquiries by, and information from the Contracting
Parties, consulting with them and with the appropriate International
Organisations, and providing recommendations to the Parties on
questions related to, but not specifically covered by the Convention;

(d) conveying to the Parties concerned all notifications received by the
Organisation in accordance with Articles IV (3), V (1) and (2), VI (4),
XV, XX and XXI.

Prior to the designation of the Organisation these functions shall, as
necessary, be performed by the depositary, who for this purpose shall be
the Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northemn
Ireland.

4. Consultative or special meetings of the Contracting Parties shall
keep under continuing review the implementation of this Convention and
may, inter alia:

(a) review and adopt amendments to this Convention and its Annexes
in accordance with Article XV;

(b invite the appropriate scientific body or bodies to collaborate with

- and to advise the Parties or the Organisation on any scientific or
technical aspect relevant to this Convention, including particularly
the content of the Annexes;

(¢) receive and consider reports made pursuant to Article VI (4);

(d) prbmote co-operation with and between regional organisations
concerned with the prevention of marine pollution;
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(e) develop or adopt, in consultation with appropriate International
Organisations, procedures referred to in Article V (2), including basic
criteria for determining exceptional and emergency situations, and
procedures for consultative advice and the safe disposal of matter
in such circumstances, including the designation of appropriate
dumping areas, and recommend accordingly;

(f) consider any additional action that may be required.

5. The Contracting Parties at their first consultative meeting shall
establish rules of procedure as necessary.

ARTICLE XV
1. (a) At meetings of the Contracting Parties called in accordance with
Article XIV amendments to this Convention may be adopted by a two-
thirds majority of those present. An amendment shall enter into force
for the Parties which have accepted it on the sixtieth day after two-thirds
of the Parties shall have deposited an instrument of acceptance of the
amendment with the Organisation. Thereafter the amendment shall enter
into force for any other Party 30 days after that Party deposits its

instrument of acceptance of the amendment,

(b) The Organisation shall inform all Contracting Parties of any
request made for a special meeting under Article XIV and of any amendments
adopted at meetings of the Parties and of the date on which each such
amendment enters into force for each Party.

2. Amendments to the Annexes will be based on scientific or technical
considerations. Amendments to the Annexes approved by a two-thirds
majority of those present at a meeting called in accordance with Article XIV
shall enter into force for each Contracting Party immediately on notification
of its acceptance to the Organisation and 100 days after approval by the
meeting for all other Parties except for those which before the end of the
100 days make a declaration that they are not able to accept the amendment
at that time. Parties should endeavour to signify their acceptance of an
amendment to the Organisation as soon as possible after approval at a
meeting. A Party may at any time substitute an acceptance for a previous
declaration of objection and the amendment previously objected to shall
thereupon enter into force for that Party.

3. An acceptance or declaration of objection under this Article shall
be made by the deposit of an instrument with the Organisation. The
Organisation shall notify all Contracting Parties of the receipt of such
instruments.

4. Prior to the designation of the Organisation, the Secretarial functions
herein attributed to it, shall be performed temporarily by the Government
of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, as one of
the depositaries of this Convention.

9




ARTICLE XVI

This Convention shall be open for signature by any State at London,
Mexico City, Moscow and Washington from 29 December 1972 until
31 December 1973.

ArTICLE XVII

This Convention shall be subject to ratification. The instruments of
ratification shall be deposited with the Governments of Mexico, the Union
of Soviet Socialist Republics, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland, and the United States of America.

ARTICLE XVIII

After 31 December 1973, this Convention shall be open for accession
by any State~The instruments of accession shall be deposited with the
Governments of Mexico, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, and the United States of
America.

ARTICLE XIX

1. This Convention shall enter into force on the thirtieth day following’

the date of deposit of the fifteenth instrument of ratification or accession.(%) '

2. For each Contracting Party ratifying or acceding to the Convention
after the deposit of the fifteenth instrument of ratification or accession, the
Convention shall enter into force on the thirtieth day after deposit by such
Party of its instrument of ratification or accession.

ARTICLE XX
The depositaries shall inform Contracting Parties:
-(a) of signatures to this Convention and of the deposit of instruments of

ratification, accession or withdrawal, in accordance with Articles XVI,
XVI1, XVIII and XXI, and

(b) of the date on which this Convention will enter into force, in
accordance with Article XIX.

ARTICLE XXI
Any Contracting Party may withdraw from this Convention by giving six
months’ notice in writing to a depositary, which shall promptly inform all
Parties of such notice.

ARTICLE XXII

The original of this Convention of which the English, French, Russian
and Spanish texts are equally authentic, shall be deposited with the
Governments of Mexico, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, the United

(® The Convention entered into force on 30 August 1975.
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Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the United States of
America who shall send certified copies thereof to all States.(®)

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned Plenipotentiaries, being duly
authorised thereto by their respective Governments have signed the present
Convention.

DoNE in quadruplicate at London, Mexico City, Moscow and
Washington, this twenty-ninth day of December, 1972.

[For signatures, ratifications and accessions see pages 16 and 17]

(®) After the Convention has been registered with the United Nations, the French, Russian
and Spanish texts will be published in the United Nations Treaty Series, available through
Agency Section, Her Majesty’s Stationery Office, P.O. Box 569, London, SEI19NY.
Tel.: 01-928 6977, ext. 410.
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ANNEX I
1. Organohalogen compounds.
2. Mercﬁry and mercury compounds.
3. Cadmium and cadmium compounds.

4. Persistent plastics and other persistent synthetic materials, for
example, netting and ropes, which may float or may remain in suspension in
the sea in such a manner as to interfere materially with fishing, navigation
or other legitimate uses of the sea.

5. Crude oil, fuel oil, heavy diesel oil, and lubricating oils, hydraulic
fluids, and any mixtures containing any of these, taken on board for the
purpose of dumping.

6. High-level radio-active wastes or other high-level radio-active matter,
defined on public health, biological or other grounds, by the competent
international body in this field, at present the International Atomic Energy
Agency, as unsuitable for dumping at sea.

. 7. Materials in whatever form (e.g. solids, liquids, semi-liquids, gases
or in a living state) produced for biological and chemical warfare.

8. The preceding paragraphs of this Annex do not apply to substances
which are rapidly rendered harmless by physical, chemical or biological
processes in the sea provided they do not:

(i) make edible marine organisms unpalatable, or

(ii) endanger human health or that of domestic animals.
The consultative procedure provided for under Article XIV should be
followed by a Party if there is doubt about the harmlessness of the substance.

9. This Annex does not apply to wastes or other materials (e.g. sewage
sludges and dredged spoils) containing the matters referred to in paragraphs
1-5 above as trace contaminants. Such wastes shall be subject to the
provisions of Annexes II and III as appropriate.
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ANNEX II

The following substances and materials requiring special care are listed
for the purposes of Article VI (1) (a).

A. Wastes containing significant amounts of the matters listed below:

arsenic
lead
copper
zinc
organosilicon compounds

cyanides

fluorides

pesticides and their by-products not covered in Annex l.

and their compounds

B. In the issue of permits for the dumping of large quantities of acids
and alkalis, consideration shall be given to the possible presence in such
wastes of the substances listed in paragraph A and to the following additional
substances :

beryllium
chromium .
nickel f and their compounds
vanadium

C. Containers, scrap metal and other bulky wastes liable to sink to the
sea bottom which may present a serious obstacle to fishing or navigation.

D. Radio-active wastes or other radio-active matter not included in
Annex I. In the issue of permits for the dumping of this matter, the
Contracting Parties should take full account of the recommendations of the
competent international body in this field, at present the International
Atomic Energy Agency.
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ANNEX IIT

Provisions to be considered in establishing criteria governing the issue
of permits for the dumping of matter at sea, taking into account Article IV
(2), include:

A.—Characteristics and composition of the matter

1. Total amount and average composition of matter dumped (e.g. per
year). ‘

2. Form, e.g. solid, sludge, liquid, or gaseous.

3. Properties: physical (e.g. solubility and density), chemical and
biochemical (e.g. oxygen demand, nutrients) and biological (e.g. presence of
viruses, bacteria, yeasts, parasites).

4

4. Toxicity.
5. Persistence: physical, chemical and biological.

6. Accumulation and biotransformation in biological materials or
sediments. '

7. Susceptibility to physical, chemical and biochemical changes and
interaction in the aquatic environment with other dissolved organic and
inorganic materials.

8. Probability of production of taints or other changes reducing
marketability of resources (fish, shellfish, etc.).

B.—Characteristics of dumping site and method of deposit

1. Location (e.g. co-ordinates of the dumping area, depth and distance
from the coast), location in relation to other areas (e.g. amenity areas,
spawning, nursery and fishing areas and exploitable resources).

2. Rate of disposal per specific period (e.g. quantity per day, per week,
per month).

3. Methods of packaging and containment, if any.
4. [Initial dilution achieved by proposed method of release.

5. Dispersal characteristics (e.g. effects of currents, tides and wind on
horizontal transport and vertical mixing).

6. Water characteristics (e.g. temperature, pH, salinity, stratification,
oxygen indices of pollution—dissolved oxygen (DO), chemical oxygen
demand (COD), biochemical oxygen demand (BOD)—nitrogen present in
organic and mineral form including ammonia, suspended matter, other
nutrients and productivity).

14



7. Bottom characteristics (e.g. topography, geochemical and geological
characteristics and biological productivity).

8. Existence and effects of other dumpings which have been made in
the dumping area (e.g. heavy metal background reading and organic carbon
content).

9. In issuing a permit for dumping, Contracting Parties should consider
whether an adequate scientific basis exists for assessing the consequences
of such dumping, as outlined in this Annex, taking into account seasonal
variations.

C.—General considerations and conditions

1. Possible effects on amenities (e.g. presence of floating or stranded
material, turbidity, objectionable odour, discolouration and foaming).

2. Possible effects on marine life, fish and shellfish culture, fish stocks
and fisheries, seaweed harvesting and culture.

3. Possible effects on other uses of the sea (e.g. impairment of water
quality for industrial use, underwater corrosion of structures, interference
with ship operations from floating materials, interference with fishing or
navigation through deposit of waste or solid objects on the sea floor and
protection of areas of special importance for scientific or conservation

purposes).
4, The practical availability of alternative land-based methods of

treatment, disposal or elimination, or of treatment to render the matter less
harmful for dumping at sea.
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SIGNATURES, RATIFICATIONS AND ACCESSIONS

Date of signature of original deposited
with the Government of

Date of deposit of Ratification or Accession (A)

with the Government of

Liberia e

UK. Mexico U.S.S.R. US.A. UK. Mexico U.S.S.R. U.S.A.

Afghanistan . 2. 4.75(A)
Argentine Republic ... 10. 5.73 10. 5.73 10. 5.73 15. 5.73
Australia 10.10.73(*) | 10.10.73(*) | 10.10.73(% | 10.10.73(*)
Belgium 25. 9.73(Y
Bolivia . 29.12.72
Byelorussxa e 29.12.72
Cambodia (see Khmer Repubhc)
Canada . 9. 2.73 29.12.72 9. 2.73 9. 2.73 13.11.75 13.11.75 13.11.75
Chad . 29.12.72
China, Nationalist authorities* 29.12.72
Colombia ... ‘e 29.12.72
Costa Rica 29.12.72
Cuba ... 1.12.75(A) 7
Denmark . . 29.12.72 29.12.72 29.12.72 29.12.72 23.10.74(*) | 23.10.74 /“) 23.10.74 23.10.74(%
Dominican Republlc 18. 1.73 7.12.73
Finland . 29.12.72 29.12.72 29.12.72 29.12.72
France . 31. 5.73(") | 30. 8.73(" | 30. 5.73(%) | 22. 5.73(%
Germany, FederalRepubhc of 22. 1.73() | 4. 4.73(") | 23. 1.73(") | 26. 1.73(%)
Greece . 9.11.73(%
Guatemala 30. 1.73 14. 7.75
Haiti 29.12.72 28. 8.75
Honduras 29.12.72
Hungary 14.12.73 14.12.73 14.12.73 5.2.76 5. 2.76
Iceland .. 29.12.72 24. 5.73
Ireland, Republlc of .. 31.12.73
Italy . 29.12.72(*) | 29.12.72(%) | 29.12.72(*) | 29.12.72(%H
Japan 22. 6.73 22. 6.73 22. 6.73 22, 6.73
Jordan ... 23, 8.73 : 5. 4.73 4. 1.73 11.11.74
Kenya ... 7. 1.76(A)
Khmer Repubhc 2.1.73 :
Kuwait .. . 1. 3.73 8. 3.73
Lebanon | 15. 5.73 29.12.72
Lesotho 8.1.73

1. 1.73 29.12.72



Treaty Series No. 43 (1976)

CONVENTION _
ON THE PREVENTION OF MARINE POLLUTION BY
DUMPING OF WASTES AND OTHER MATTER

Cmnd. 6486

CORRECTION

Page 17. In the penultimate line of footnote No. 6, the effective date of the
ratification in respect of the Bailiwick of Jersey should be amended to read
4 April 1976.

August 1976
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Luxembourg ... e | 29.12.72(H

Mexico ... .. [729.12.72 29.12.72 29.12.72 29.12.72 7. 4.75 7. 4.75 7. 4.75 7. 4.75
Monaco ol 5.10.73(%
Morocco 22. 6.73
Nepal ... | 101273 29.12.72
Netherlands ... | 12, 4.73¢ 12, 4.73 12. 4.73 12. 4.73 [)
New Zealand ... «o | 30. 5.73(%) | 30. 5.73(*) | 30. 5.73(*) | 30. 5.73(*) | 30. 4.75() | 30. 4.75 Y| 30. 4.75 30. 4.75
Nigeria ... 19. 3.76(A)
Norway o | 29.12.72 29.12.72 29.12.72 29.12.72 4. 4.74 8. 4.74 4. 4.74 4, 4.74
Panama 29.12.72 31. 7.75(A)
Philippines ... .. | 29.12.72¢ 15. 6.73 10. 8.73
Portugal .| 29.12.72§ [29.12.72 29.12.72 -
Senegal 29.12.72
Somalia 16. 4.73
Spain ... .. | 27. 4.73 31. 7.74
Sweden .. 129.12.72 29.12.72 29.12.72 29.12.72 21. 2.74 21. 2.74 21. 2.74 21. 2.74
Switzerland ... i1 6.6.73
Togo ... . | 21.11.73
Tunisia 5.3.73 13. 4.76(A)
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic ... 29.12.72
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics ... | 29.12.72 29.12.72 29.12.72 29.12.72 30.12.75 30.12.75 30.12.75 30.12.75
United Arab Emirates . 9. 8.74(A)
United Kingdom ... vee | 29.12.72(%) | 29.12.72(%) | 29.12.72(H) | 29.12.72(% | 17.11.75() | 17.11.75(5) | 17.11.75(5) | 17.11.75(%)
United States of America ... e | 29.12.72 29.12.72 29.12.72 29.12.72 29. 4.74 29. 4.74 6. 5.74 29. 4.74
Uruguay 29.12.72
Venezuela 30. 5.73
Zaire ... 16. 9.75(A)

* Not recognised by the United Kingdom. 1 Subject to acceptance.

t Subject to approval and ratification. § Subject to ratification.

(*) For reservations and declarations see page 18.

(®) The New Zealand Government’s instrument of ratification contains a declaration that its ratification does not extend to the Cook Islands, Niue
and Tokelau Islands.

(®) The United Kingdom ratified in respect of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, the Bailiwick of Guernsey, the Bailiwick
of Jersey,* the Isle of Man, Belize, Bermuda, British Indian Ocean Territory, British Virgin Islands, Cayman Islands, Falkland Islands and Dependencies,
Gilbert Islands, Hong Kong, Montserrat, Pitcairn, Henderson, Ducie and Oneo Islands, St. Helena and Dependencies, Seychelles, Solomon Islands, Turks
and Caicos Islands, Tuvalu, United Kingdom Sovereign Base Areas of Akrotiri and Dhekelia in the island of Cyprus.

* The ratification in respect of the Bailiwick of Jersey took effect on 21 March 1976, after the measures required to implement the provisions of the
Convention in that territory had been taken.



RESERVATIONS AND DECLARATIONS

AUSTRALIA

On signing the Convention the Government of Australia made the following declaration
regarding paragraph (1) (¢) of Article VII:

‘“ The Australian Government considers that the provisions of the present Convention
in no way detract from the rights of a coastal State to take action in areas under its
jurisdiction, and in particular, from the right of a coastal State to take action for the
purpose of protecting the resources of its continental shelf.”

BELGIUM

On signing the Convention the Government of the Kingdom of Belgium made the following
reservation:

“Le Gouvernement belge estime qu’en D’état actuel du Droit international et
considérant les travaux en cours dans ce domaine, certaines dispositions.de la Convention
ne peuvent étre interprétées comme attribuant & un Etac cdtier des droits de contrdle des
immersions au-dela des limites généralement acceptées par le Droit international.

Le Gouvernement belge estime également que la présente Convention ne peut étre
interprétée comme modifiant en quoi que ce soit I’état actuel du Droit international en
matiére de responsabilité.”

Unofficial translation

The Belgian Government considers that in the piesent state of international law and
having regard to the work in progress in that field, certain provisions of the Convention
may not be interpreted as conferring on a coastal State rights of control over dumping
beyond the limits generally accepted by international law.

The Belgian Government also considers that this Convention may not be interpreted
as modifying in any way the present state of international law in the field of responsibility.

DENMARK

On ratifying the Convention the Government of the Kingdom of Denmark made the
following declaration: .

. .. under Danish law in force, the matters regulated by the Convention constitute
a special Faroese affair and that the provisions relating to implementation of the
Convention have not yet been adopted in so far as the Faroe Islands are concerned. The
ratification of Denmark is therefore, until further notice, subject to reservation with
regard to the obligation of the Faroe Islands under the Convention.”

FRANCE

On signing the Convention the Government of the French Republic made the following
declaration:

“Le Gouvernement frangais estime qu’en I’état actuel du Droit international et
compte-tenu des travaux en cours dans ce domaine aucune disposition de la présente
Convention ne peut étre interprétée comme conférant a un Etat cotier le droit de contrdler
les immersions hors des conditions généralement admises par le Droit international.

“1l estime également que la presente Convention ne peut étre interprétée comme
modifiant en quoi que ce soit I’état actuel du Droit international en ce qui concerne les
principes de la responsabilité.

“ Dans les cas ou les dispositions de la présente Convention seraient interprétées comme
faisant obstacle a4 des activités qu’il estime nécessaires 3 sa défense nationale le
Gouvernement frangais n’appliquerait pas lesdites dispositions & ces activités.”

Unofficial translation

The French Government considers that, in the present state of international law and
having regard to work in progress in that field, none of the provisions of this Convention
may be interpreted as conferring on any coastal State the right to control dumping beyond
the conditions generally permitted by International Law.
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It also considers that this Convention may not be interpreted as modifying in any way
the present state of international law in 1espect of the principles governing responsibility.

In cases where the provisions of this Convention would hinder activities which it
considered necessary for its national defence, the French Government would not apply
such provisions to those activities.

FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY

On signing the Convention the Government of the Federal Republic of Germany made
the following declaration:

** The Government of the Federal Republic of Germany reserves the right to formulate,
on the occasion of its ratification of the present Convention, its attitude in respect of
statements made by other States on the occasion of signature or ratification of the present
Convention and to make reservations or statements on its part. In particular, it is of the
opinion that at the present state of international law, the provisions of the present
Convention cannot be interpieted as granting the right to a coastal State to assume by
unilateral action control over zones of the high sea beyond the limits provided by
international law.”

“Le Gouvernement de la République Fédérale d’Allemagne se réserve le droit de
formuler, lors de la ratification de la présente convention, son opinion a I’égard des
déclarations faites par d’autres états au moment de la signature ou de la ratification de la
présente convention, et de faire, pour sa part, des réserves ou des déclarations. Il estime
notamment qu’en I'état actuel du droit international, les dispositions de Ja présente
convention ne peuvent étre interprétées comme attribuant le droit & un état cotier d’assumer,
d’une fagon unilatérale, le controle sur des zones de la haute mer au-deld des limites
stipulées par le droit international.”

‘ Die Regierung der Bundesrepublik Deutschland behilt sich das Recht vor, bei der
Ratifizierung dieses Ubereinkommens ihre Haltung zu den von anderen Staaten bei der
Unterzeichnung oder der Ratifizierung des Ubereinkommens abgegebenen Erklirungen
darzulegen und ihrerseits Vorbehalte zu machen oder Erklarungen abzugeben. Sie ist
insbesondere der Ansicht, dass die Bestimmungen des Ubereinkommens beim gegenwiirtigen
Stand des Vélkerrechts nicht so ausgelegt werden diirfen, als verlichen sie einem
Kiistenstaat das Recht, seine Hoheitsrechte durch einseitiges Vorgehen auf Gebiete der
Hohen See jenseits der vom Volkerrecht gezogenen Grenzen auszudehnen.”

GREECE

On signing the Convention the Government of the Hellenic Republic made the following
statement :

“ The Greek Government accepts the International Convention on the Prevention of
Marine Pollution by Dumping of Wastes and Other Matter subject to the following
reservations:

1.—Article VII par. 1 (¢) should be construed in connection with the provisions of
Article XTI,

2.—The true meaning of the provisions of Article XIIl is that no right is recognized to
any coastal State on the dumping control, beyond the provisions of existing
international law.”

ITALY

Ou signing the Convention the Government of the Italian Republic made the following
declaration:

“Le Gouvernement italien estime qu’en 1’état actuel du droit international et
considérant les travaux en préparation dans ce domaine, les dispositions de la piésente
Convention ne peuvent étre interprétées comme attribuant des droits 4 un Etat cotier de
contrbler des immersions hors des conditions généralement admises par le droit
international.

Il estime également que la présente Convention ne peut étre interprétée comme
modifiant en quoi que ce soit ’état actuel du droit international en ce qui concerne les
principes de la responsabilité.”

19




Unofficial translation

The Italian Government considers that, in the present state of international law and
having regard to work in progress in that field, the provisions of this Convention may
not be interpreted as conferring rights on any coastal State to control dumping beyond
the conditions generally permitted by international law.

It also considers that this Convention may not be interpreted as modifying in any way
the present state of international law in respect of the principles governing responsibility.

LUXEMBOURG

On signing the Convention the Government of the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg made
the following declaration:

“ Le Gouvernement luxembourgeois estime qu’en 1’état actuel du droit international et
considérant les travaux en préparation dans ce domaine les dispositions de la présente
Convention ne peuvent étre interprétées comme attribuant des droits & un Etat cotier de
controler des immersions hors des conditions généralement admises par le droit
international.

Il estime également que la présente Convention ne peut étre interprétée comme
modifiant en quoi que ce soit I’état actuel du droit international en ce qui concerne les
principes de la responsabilité.”

Unofficial translation

The Luxembourg Government considers that, in the present state of international
law and having regard to work in progress in that field, the provisions of this Convention
may not be interpreted as conferring rights on any coastal State to control dumping
beyond the conditions generally permitted by international law.

It also considers that this Convention may not be interpreted as modifying in any way
the present state of international law in respect of the principles governing responsibility.

MONACO

On signing the Convention the Government of the Principality of Monaco made the
following declaration:

Le Gouvernement Princier estime qu’en I’état actuel du Droit International et
considérant les travaux en piéparation dans ce domaine, les dispositions de la présente
Convention ne peuvent étre interprétées comme attribuant des droits 2 un Etat cdtier de
contrdler des immersions hors des conditions généralement admises par le Droit
International.

Il estime également que la présente Convention ne peut étre interprétée comme
modifiant en quoi que ce soit I’état actuel du Droit International en ce qui concerne les
principes de la responsabilité.

Unofficial translation

The Princely Government considers that, in the present state of international law and
having regard to work in progress in that field, the provisions of this Convention may
not be interpreted as conferring rights on any coastal State to control dumping beyond
the conditions generally permitted by international law.

It also considers that this Convention may not be interpreted as modifying in any way
the present state of international law in respect of the principles governing responsibility.

NEW ZEALAND

On signing the Convention the Government of New Zealand made the following
declaration:

“The New Zealand Government takes the view that the provisions of the present
Convention cannot be interpreted as restricting the right of a coastal State to take measures
to control marine pollution and in particular to control dumping in areas under its
jurisdiction.”

UNITED KINGDOM
On signing the Convention the Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland made the following declaration:

‘* The United Kingdom considers that in the light of existing international law and
taking into account the work being prepared in this field, the provisions of the present
Convention cannot be interpreted as recognising any right in a coastal State to control
1dumpmg beyond that which it has under generally accepted principles of international
aw.”
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