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CONVENTION ON THE NATIONALITY OF MARRIED WOMEN

New York, February 20, 1957

The Contracting States,
Recognizing that conflicts in law and in practice with reference to

nationality arise as a result of provisions concerning the loss or acquisition of
nationality by women as a result of marriage, of its dissolution, or of the
change of nationality by the husband during marriage,

Recognizing that, in article 15 of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights,(') the General Assembly of the United Nations has proclaimed that
" everyone has the right to a nationality " and that " no one shall be
arbitrarily deprived of his nationality nor denied the right to change his
nationality

Desiring to co-operate with the. United Nations in promoting universal
respect for, and observance of, human rights and fundamental, freedoms for
all without distinction as to sex,

Hereby agree as hereinafter provided : -

ARTICLE I

Each Contracting State agrees that neither the celebration nor the
dissolution of a marriage between one of its nationals and an alien, nor the
change of nationality by the husband during marriage, shall automatically
affect the nationality of the wife.

ARTICLE 2

Each Contracting State agrees that neither the voluntary acquisition of
the nationality of another State nor the renunciation of its nationality by
one of its nationals shall prevent the retention of its nationality by the wife of
such national.

ARTICLE 3

1. Each Contracting State agrees that the alien wife of one of its
nationals may, at her request, acquire the nationality of her husband through.
specially privileged naturalization procedures; the grant of such nationality
.may be subject to such limitations as may be imposed in the interests of
national security or public policy.

2. Each Contracting State agrees that the present Convention shall not
.be construed as affecting any legislation or judicial practice by which the
alien wife of one of its nationals may, at her request, acquire her husband's
nationality as a matter of right.

ARTICLE 4

1. The present Convention shall be open for signature and ratification, on
.behalf of any State Member of the United Nations and also on behalf of
any other State which is or hereafter becomes a member of any specialized
agency of the United Nations, or which is or hereafter becomes a Party to
the Statute of the International Court of Justice,(') or any other State to

(') " United Nations No. 2 (1949)." Cmd. 7662.
(2) See "Treaty Series No . 67 (1946)," Cmd. 7015.
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which an invitation has been addressed by the General Assembly of the
.United Nations.

2. The present Convention shall be ratified and the instruments of ratifi-
cation shall be deposited with the Secretary-General of the United Nations.

ARTICLE 5

1. The present Convention shall be open for accession to all States
referred-to in paragraph 1 of article 4.

2. Accession shall be effected by the deposit of an instrument of
accession with the Secretary-General of the United Nations.

ARTICLE 6

1. The present Convention shall come into force on the ninetieth day
following the date of deposit of the sixth instrument of ratification or
accession.(')

2. For each State ratifying or acceding to the Convention after the
deposit of the sixth instrument of ratification or accession, the Convention
shall enter into force on the ninetieth day after deposit by such State of its
instrument of ratification or accession.

ARTICLE 7

1. The present Convention shall apply to all non-self-governing, trust,
colonial and other non-metropolitan territories for the international relations of
which any Contracting State is responsible; the Contracting State concerned
shall, subject to the provisions of paragraph 2 of the present article, at the
time of signature, ratification or accession, declare . the non-metropolitan
territory or territories to which the Convention shall apply ipso facto as a
result of such signature, ratification or accession.

2. In any case in which, for the purpose of nationality, a non-
metropolitan territory is not treated as one with the metropolitan territory, or
in any case in which the previous consent of a non-metropolitan territory is
required by the constitutional laws or practices of the Contracting State or
of the non-metropolitan territory for the application of the Convention to
that territory, that Contracting State shall endeavour to secure the needed
consent of the non-metropolitan territory within the period of twelve months
from the date of signature of the Convention by that Contracting State, and
when such consent has been obtained the Contracting Party shall notify the
Secretary-General of the United Nations. The present Convention shall
apply to the territory or territories named in such notification from the date
of its receipt by the Secretary-General.

t
3. After the expiry of the twelve-month period mentioned in paragraph 2

of the present article, the Contracting States concerned shall inform the
Secretary-General of the results of the consultations with those non-
metropolitan territories for whose international relations they are responsible
and whose consent to the application of the present Convention may have been
withheld.

ARTICLE 8

1. At the time of signature, ratification or accession, any State may
make reservations to any article of the present Convention other than
articles I and 2.

I') The Convention came into force on August 11, 1958.
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2. If any State makes a reservation in accordance with paragraph 1 of
present article , the Convention , with the exception of those provisions to which
the reservation relates, shall have effect as between the reserving State and the
other Parties . The Secretary -General of the United Nations shall communi-
cate the text of the reservation to all States which are or may become Parties
to the Convention . Any State Party to the Convention or which thereafter
becomes a Party may notify the Secretary -General that it does not agree to
consider itself bound by the Convention with respect to the State making
the reservation . This notification must be made , in the case of a State
already a Party , within ninety days from the date of the communication by the
Secretary -General; and , in the case of a State subsequently becoming a , Party,
within ninety days from the date when the instrument of ratification or
accession is deposited . In the event that such a notification is made, the
Convention shall not be deemed to be in effect as between the State making
the notification and the State making the reservation.

3. Any State making a reservation in accordance with paragraph I of the
present article may at any time withdraw the reservation , in whole or in part,
after it has been accepted , by a notification to this effect addressed to the
Secretary -General of the United Nations, Such notification shall take effect
on the date on which it is received.

ARTICLE 9

1. Any Contracting State may denounce the present Convention by
written notification to the Secretary -General of the United Nations . Denun-
ciation shall take effect one year after the date or receipt of the notification
by the Secretary - General.

2. The present Convention shall cease to be in force as from the date
when the denunciation which reduces the number of Parties to less than six
becomes effective.

ARTICLE 10

Any dispute which may arise between any two or more Contracting
States concerning the interpretation or application of the present Convention.
which is not settled by negotiation , shall, at the request of any one of the
Parties to the dispute , be referred to the International Court of Justice for
decision, unless the Parties agree to another mode of settlement.

ARTICLE II

The Secretary - General of the United Nations shall notify all States
Members of the United Nations and the non-member States contemplated in
paragraph 1 of article 4 of the present Convention of the following: -

(a) Signatures and instruments of ratification received in accordance with
article 4;

(b) Instruments of accession received in accordance with article 5;
(c) The date upon which the present Convention enters into force in

accordance with article 6;
(d) Communications and notifications received in accordance with

article 8;
(e) Notifications of denunciation received in accordance with paragraph I

of article 9;
(f) Abrogation in accordance with paragraph 2 of article 9.
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ARTICLE 12

1. The present Convention , of which the Chinese , English, French,
Russian and Spanish texts shall be equally authentic , shall be deposited in
the archives of the United Nations.

2. The Secretary - General of the United Nations shall transmit a certified
copy of the Convention to all States Members of the United Nations and to
the non-member States contemplated in paragraph 1 of article 4.

In faith whereof the undersigned , being duly authorized - thereto -by their-
respective Governments , have signed the present Convention, opened for
signature at New York , on the 20th day of February , one thousand nine
hundred and fifty-seven.

[For signatures see page 22.]



CONVENTION SUR LA NATIONALITE DE LA FEMME MARIEE

New-York, le 20 fevrier, 1957

Les Etats contractants,
Reconnaissant que des conflits de lois et de pratiques en matiere de

nationalitd ont leur origin dans les dispositions relatives a la perte on a
l'acquisition de la nationalite par la femme du fait du mariage, de la disso-
lution du mariage ou du changement de nationalite du mari pendant le
mariage.

Reconnaissant que, dans l ' article 15 de la Declaration universelle des
droits de l'homme , l'Assemblee generale de ('Organisation des Nations Unies
a proclame que "tout individu a droit a une nationalite " et que "nul
ne peut titre arbitrairement prive de sa nationalite , ni du droit de changer de
nationalite ",

Soucieux de cooperer avec l ' Organisation des Nations Unies en vue de
favoriser le respect universal et ('observation des droits de l'homme et des
libertes fondamentales pour tour sans distinction de sexe,

Sont convenus des dispositions suivantes:-

ARTICLE PREMIER

Chaque Etat contractant convient que ni la celebration ni la dissolution
du mariage entre ressortissants et strangers , ni le changement de nationalite
du mari pendant le mariage , ne peuvent ipso facto avoir d ' effet sur la
nationalite de la femme.

ARTICLE 2

Chaque Etat contractant convient que ni 1'acquisition volontaire par
l'un de ses ressortissants de la nationalitd d'un autre Etat, ni la renonciation a
sa nationalite par l'un de ses ressortissants , n'empeche I'epouse dudit
ressortissant de conserver sa nationalitd.

ARTICLE 3

1. Chaque Etat contractant convient qu'une etrangere mariee a l'un de
ressortissants peat , sur sa demande , acquerir la nationalite de son mari en
beneficiant d'une procedure privilegide speciale de naturalisation ; l'octroi de
ladite nationalite peut titre soumis aux restrictions que peut exiger I'interet
de la s6curite nationale ou de l'ordre public.

2. Chaque Etat contractant convient que l'on ne saurait interpreter la
presente Convention comme affectant aucune loi ou reglement, nI aucune
pratique judiciaire , qui permet a one etrangere mariee a I'un de ses ressortis-
sants d'acquerir de plein droit , sur sa demande , la nationalite de son mari.

ARTICLE 4

1. La presente Convention est ouverte a la signature et a la ratification
de tous les Etats Membres de l'Organisation des Nations Unies , ainsi que de
tons autres Etats qui sont on deviendront membres de dune quelconque des
institutions specialisees des Nations Unies ou parties au Statut de la Cour
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internationale de Justice , on de tour autres Etats auxquels l'Assemblee
generale de ]'Organisation des Nations Unies a adresse une invitation.

2. La presente Convention devra @tre ratifiee, et les instruments de
ratification seront deposes aupres du Secretaire general de ]'Organisation des
Nations Unies.

ARTICLE 5

-1:- Tousles Etats vises-au-paragraphe l de l'article.4_peuvet adherera
la presente Convention.

2. L'adhdsion se fait par le depot d'un instrument d'adhesion aupres du
Secretaire general de l'Organisation des Nations Unies.

ARTICLE 6

1. La prdsente Convention entrera en vigueur le quatre-vingt-dixi8me
jour qui suivra la date du depot du sixieme instrument de ratification ou
d'adhesion.

2. Pour chacun des Etats qui ratifieront la Convention on y adhereront
apres le depot du sixieme instrument de ratification ou d'adhesion, la
Convention entrera en vigueur le quatre-vingt-dixieme jour qui suivra la date
du depot par cet Etat de son instrument de ratification on d'adhdsion.

ARTICLE 7
1. La presente Convention s'appliquera a tous les territoires non auto-

nomes , sous tutelle , coloniaux et autres territoires non metropolitains dont un
Etat contractant assure les relations internationales ; l'Etat contractant inte-
resse devra , sous reserve des dispositions du paragraphe 2 du present article,
an moment de la-signature , de la ratification ou de ]'adhesion , declarer le
territoire ou les territoires non metropolitains auxquels la presence Convention
s'appliquera ipso facto a In suite de cette signature , ratification ou adhesion.

2. Si, en mati8re de nationalite , un territoire non metropolitan n'est pas
considers comme formant un tout avec le territoire metropolitain , on si le
consentement prealable d 'un territoire non metropolitain est necessaire, en
vertu des loin on pratiques constitutionnelles de I'Etat contractant ou du
territoire non metropolitain , pour que la Convention s'applique a ce territoire,
ledit Etat contractant devra s' efforcer d ' obtenir, dans le delai de douze mois
a compter de In date a laquelle it aura signs la Convention, le consentement
necessaire du territoire non metropolitain , et, lorsque cc consentement aura
ete obtenu , l'Etat contractant devra le notifier au Secretaire general de
]'Organisation des Nations Unies . Des In date de la reception de cette notifi-
cation par le Secrdtaire general, In Convention s'appliquera an territoire on
aux territoires designds par celle-ci.

3. A ]'expiration du delai de douze mois mentionne au paragraphe 2 du
present article , les Etats contractants interesses informeront le Secretaire
general des resultats des consultations avec les territoires non metropolitains
dont its assurent les relations internationales et dont le consentement pour
]'application de la presente Convention n'aurait pas ete donne.

ARTICLE 8

1. An moment de In signature , de In ratification on de ]'adhesion, tout
Etat pent faire des reserves aux articles de la presente Convention, autres
que ]'article premier et ]'article 2.
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. 2. Les reserves . formulees conformement , au paragraphe I du present
article n'affecteront pas ]e caractere obligatoire de la Convention entre
l'Etat qui aura fait les . reserves et les autres Etats parties , a ]'exception de la
disposition on des dispositions ayant fait ]'objet des reserves . - Le'Secretaire
general de ]'Organisation des Nations Unies communiquera le texte de ces
reserves a tons les Etats qui sont on qui peuvent devenir parties a la presente
Convention . Chaque Etat partie a la Convention ou qui devient partie a la
Convention pourra notifier an Secretaire general qu' il n'entend pas se con-
siderer comme lie par la Convention a l'dgard de I'Etat qui a fait des reserves.
Cette notification devra etre faite dans les quatre-vingt-dix jours a compter
de' la communication du Secretaire general, en ce qui concerne les
Etats parties a la Convention , et a compter du jour du depot de
]'instrument de ratification ou d'adhesion , en cc qui concerne les Etats
qui deviennent ulterieurement parties a la Convention . An cas oil une telle
notification aura etc faire , la Convention ne sera pas applicable entre PEtat•
auteur de la notification et I'Etat qui aura fait des reserves.

3. Tout Etat qui a fait des reserves conformement an paragraphe I du
present article pent a tout moment les retirer en tout on en partie, apres
leur acceptation , par une notification a cc effet adressee au Secretaire
general de ]'Organisation des Nations Unies . Cette notification prendra effet
a ]a date de sa reception.

ARTICLE 9

1. Tout Etat contractant peut denoncer la presente Convention par
notification ecrite au Secretaire general de (' Organisation des Nations Unies.
La denonciation prend effet un an apres la date a laquelle le Secretaire
general en a recu notification.

2. La prdsente Convention tessera d'6tre en vigueur a compter de la date
ou prendra effet la denonciation qui ram6nera le nombre des parties a moins
de six.

ARTICLE 10

Tout ditferend entre deux ou plusieurs Etats contractants relatif a ]'inter-
pretation on a ]'application de la presente Convention , qui n'aura pas ere reg]e
par voie de negotiations , est soumis pour decision a la Cour internationale de
Justice a la demande de l'une des parties au differend, sauf si lesdites parties
sont convenues d'un autre mode de reglement.

ARTICLE I I

Le Secretaire general de ]'Organisation des Nations Unies notifie a tons les
Etats Membres de ]'Organisation des Nations Unies et aux Etats non membres
vises an paragraphe I de ]'article 4 de la present Convention:-

(a). Les signatures et -instruments de ratification deposes conformement
a Particle 4;

W. Les instruments d'adhesion deposes conformement a ]'article 5;
(c) La date & laquelle la presente Convention entrera en vigueur conforme-

ment a.I'article 6;
(d) Les communications et notifications recues conformement a ]'article 8;
(e) Les notifications de denonciation recues conformement au paragraphe I

de I'article.9;
(f). L'abrogation de la Convention conformement au paragraphe 2 de

]'article 9.
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ARTICLE 12

1. La presente Convention , dont les testes anglais, chinois , espagnol,
francais et russe font egalement foi, sera deposee dans les archives de
!'Organisation des Nations Unies.

2. Le Secretaire general de !'Organisation des Nations Unies communi-
quera une copie certifiee conforme de In Convention ' tons les Etats Membres
de !'Organisation des Nations Unies et aux Etats non membres vises an
paragraphs -I - de !'article 4.

En foi de quoi les soussignes , dument autorisds par leurs Gouvernemcnts -
respectifs , ont signs In prdsente Convention , qui a ete ouvcrtc 3 la signature
.i New-York, le 20 Wrier mil neuf cent cinquante-sept.
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