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AGREEMENT CONCERNING THE RELATIONS BETWEEN THE
UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN
IRELAND AND THE EUROPEAN COAL AND STEEL
COMMUNITY

London , December 21, 1954

The Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland of the one part and the Governments of the States members of the
European Coal and Steel Community and the High Authority of the European
Coal and Steed Community of the other part:

CONSIDERING that at the time when the European Coal and Steel
.Community (hereinafter referred to as "the Community ") was formed, the
Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland
(hereinafter referred to as " the United Kingdom Government ") declared their
desire to establish an intimate and enduring association with the Community,
and that this Declaration was warmly welcomed by the High Authority of the
Community (hereinafter referred to as " the High Authority ");

CONSIDERING that the United Kingdom Government, as a first step
towards this objective, established on September I. 1952 a. Delegation at the
seat of the High Authority in Luxembourg;

CONSIDERING that substantial progress has since then been made in the
creation of a common market in coal, and, steel -within the area of the
Community;

DESIRING to take a further step in the development of the relations
between the United Kingdom and the Community;

Have agreed as follows: -

ARTICLE I

(1) There is hereby established a Standing Council of Association
(hereinafter referred to as " the Council of Association ") between the United
Kingdom Government and the High Authority.

(2) There shall be provision for special meetings of the Council of
Ministers of the Community (hereinafter referred to as " the Council of
Ministers ") with the United Kingdom Government as set out in Article 10
below.

ARTICLE 2

(1) The Council of Association shall consist of not more than four
persons representing the High Authority and not more than four persons
representing the United Kingdom Government.

(2) A representative of the Government of a State member of the
Community may attend and participate in any meeting of the Council of
Association, at which restrictions contemplated by, or particularly affecting.
that State are being considered in accordance with the provisions of Article 7.
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(3) A representative of the Government of any State member of the )6 3
Community may attend as an observer any meeting of the Council of
Association at which proposals are being considered in accordance with the
provisions of Article 8.

ARTICLE 3

There shall be two Joint Secretaries of the Council of Association, one
being appointed by the High Authority and one by the United Kingdom
Government.

ARTICLE 4

(1) The Council of Association 'shall determine the procedure for the
conduct of its business and may appoint any necessary Committees.

(2) The Council of Ministers shall be kept regularly informed by the High
Authority of the work of the Council of Association and of its Committees.
The High Authority may, in particular . communicate to the Council of
Ministers the Agenda and agreed records of the Council of Association and of
any of its Committees.

(3) The proceedings and papers of the Council of Association shall not be
made public except in so far as the Council of Association may agree
otherwise.

ARTICLE 5

Unless the Council of Association agrees otherwise : it shall meet
alternately at the seat of the High Authority and in London.

ARTICLE 6

(1) The Council of Association shall provide a means for the continuous
exchange of information and for consultation in regard to matters of common
interest concerning coal and steel and. where appropriate , in regard to the
co-ordination of action on these matters.

(2) For the purposes of this Article , matters of common interest concerning
coal and steel shall include the following:-

(a) Conditions of trade in coal and steel between the Community and the
United Kingdom;

(b) Supplies of coal and steel;
(c) Supplies of raw materials for the coal and steel industries;
(d) Pricing arrangements and factors affecting the structure of prices.

including subsidies , but not including those questions which are
normally the subject of negotiation between employers and employees;

(e) Market and price trends:
(f) General objectives of development and main lines of investment policy;
(g) Trends of production , consumption , exports and imports;
(h) Effects of the development of other sources of energy and substitute

materials on requirements of coal and steel:
(i) Technical developments and research;
(j) Arrangements for the promotion of the safety , health and welfare of

persons employed in the coal and steel industries.

(3) For the purposes of this Article , matters of common interest
concerning coal and steel shall not include any matter to which the application
of the Treaty constituting the Community does not extend.
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ARTICLE 7

The High Authority or any of the Governments of the States members of
the Community or the United Kingdom Government shall, if any of them
should at any time contemplate introducing additional restrictions upon trade
in coal or steel between the Community, or any part of it, and the United
Kingdom to meet difficulties arising from a decline in the demand for coal
or steel or from a shortage of supplies of coal or steel, actual or anticipated,
bring the matter before the Council of Association before instituting such
restrictions or, in circumstances in which prior consultation is impracticable,
immediately after doing so, with a view to considering co-ordinated action
in the markets of the Community and of the United Kingdom to meet the
situation and to provide, mutual assistance in dealing with it.

ARTICLE 8

The Council of Association shall, at the request of either the High
Authority or the United Kingdom Government, examine restrictions or other
factors affecting the normal flow of trade in coal and steel between the United
Kingdom and the Community, such as quantitative restrictions on imports
and exports, tariffs and other charges on imports and exports, exchange
control restrictions, dumping and anti-dumping measures, and export
subsidies, with a view to making such proposals for their reduction or
elimination as may be agreed for the mutual benefit of the Community and
the United Kingdom. The first such examination shall be undertaken in
time to enable the Governments of the States members of the Community,
when reviewing their tariff policy within the transitional period provided for
in the Treaty constituting the Community, to take into account any proposals
which may be made by the Council of Association under this article.

ARTICLE 9

ln fulfilling their functions, the Council of Association shall, among other
considerations, have regard to:-

(a) the interests of consumers. as well as of producers, of coal and steel in
the Community and the United Kingdom;

(b) the interest of third countries;.
(c) the special relationship between the United Kingdom and other

members of the Commonwealth of Nations.

ARTICLE 10

(1) Matters which, under the terms of the Treaty constituting the
Community, fall to be considered by the Council of Ministers or the
Governments of the States members of the Community and which are also of
common interest to the Community and the United Kingdom shall be the
subject of special meetings in which the United Kingdom Government,
represented by one of its members together with persons discharging public
responsibilities in regard to coal and steel in the United Kingdom, shall meet
with the Council of Ministers. The High Authority shall participate fully in
these meetings.

(2) The aforesaid special meetings shall be convened at the request of the
Government of any State member of the' Community or of the High
Authority, such request to be notified to the United Kingdom Government
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through the President of the Council of Ministers ; or at the request of the
United Kingdom Government , such request to be notified to the President of
the Council of Ministers.

(3) Such special meetings shall not be used for the purpose of conducting
negotiations which the High Authority is empowered, under the Treaty
constituting the Community , to conduct as joint representatives of the States
members of the Community.

(4) The place for such special meetings shall be fixed by agreement
between the Council of Ministers and the United Kingdom Government and
the High Authority.

(5) Matters to be considered at such meetings shall be referred for prior
examination to the Council of Association.

ARTICLE II

The Council of Association shall present an agreed annual report to the
High Authority and to the United Kingdom Government , which shall be
published.

ARTICLE 12

For the , purposes of the present Agreement:-
(a) The terms " coal " and " steel " shall be deemed to mean those products

which are listed in the Annex hereto;
(b) The term " the Community" shall be deemed to apply to those

territories to which the Treaty constituting the Community applies;
(c) The term " the United Kingdom " shall be deemed to apply to Great

Britain and Northern Ireland.

ARTICLE, 13

(1) The present Agreement shall be ratified by the United Kingdom and
by the States members of the Community, in accordance with their respective
constitutional procedures , and is accepted by the High Authority by virtue of
its signature.

(2) Instruments of ratification shall be deposited with the United
Kingdom Government. which shall notify the High Authority and the
Governments of the States members of the Community of each such deposit
and of the date of entry into force of the present Agreement in accordance
with paragraph (3) of this Article.

(3) The present Agreement shall enter into force on the deposit of all
instruments of ratification referred to in paragraph ( 2) of this Article.(')

ARTICLE 14

This Agreement shall remain in force for the present duration of the Treaty
constituting the Community.

ARTICLE 15

The present Agreement shall be deposited in the archives of the United
Kingdom Government , which shall transmit certified copies thereof to the
High Authority and the Governments of the States members of the
Community.

(') The Agreement entered into force on September 23, 1955.
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In witness whereof, the undersigned representatives of the United
Kingdom Government, of the Governments of the States members of the
Community and of the High Authority, duly authorised thereto, have signed
the present Agreement.

Done at London on the 21st day of December, 1954 in a single copy in
the Dutch, English, French, German and Italian languages, all five texts being
equally authoritative.

For the United Kingdom Govern- For the Governments of the States
meat : members of the Community:-

DUNCAN SANDYS. For the Government of the
H. S. HOULDSWORTH. Kingdom of Belgium:

A. F. FORBES. MARQUIS DU PARC
LOCMARIA.

For the Government of the
French Republic:

R. MASSIGLI.

For the Government of the
Federal Republic of Ger-
many:

OSKAR SCHLITTER.

For the Government of the
Italian Republic:

L. THEODOLI.

For the Government of the
Grand Duchy of Luxem-
bourg:

A. J. CLASEN.

For the Government of the
Kingdom of the Nether-
lands :

STIKKER.

For the High Authority :

JEAN MONNET.
FRANZ ETZEL.
SPIERENBURG.
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Protocol between the High Authority and the Council of Ministers of the

European Coal and Steel Community

Brussels, December 18, 1954

Considering that an Agreement concerning the relations between the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the European
Coal and Steel Community is due to be signed on December 21, 1954
the undersigned, duly authorised thereto, have agreed as follows:-

(1) During the Transitional Period provided for in the Treaty constituting
the Community, the High Authority shall not, under the provisions
of Article 8 of the Agreement concerning the relations between the
United Kingdom and the Community, either seek to formulate or
reach mutually agreed proposals unless it has first, under the provisions
of Section 14 of the Convention containing the Transitional Provisions
annexed to the Treaty constituting the Community, obtained
instructions adopted unanimously by the Council of Ministers.

(2) A decision by the Council of Ministers to give such instructions may:-

(a) be requested by the High Authority if it recognises that the
instructions of the Council of Ministers are required;

(b) be taken by the Council of Ministers on its own initiative or on
that of the Government of a member State, on the basis of
information received under Article 4 of the Agreement concerning
the relations between the United Kingdom and the Community.

(3) Nothing in the Agreement concerning the relations between the United
Kingdom and the Community shall affect the powers and functions of
the institutions of the Community as set out in the Treaty constituting
the Community.

In witness whereof the undersigned have signed the present Protocol.

Done at Brussels on December 18. 1954.

Pour le Conseil , Pour la Haute Autorite,

J. REY. J. MONNET.
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EXCHANGE OF LETTERS

No. I

Mr. Duncan Sandys to M. Jean Monnet

Sir, London, December 21, 1954.
I have the honour to refer to the Agreement which was signed to-day

concerning the relations between the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland and the European Coal and Steel Community and to inform
you that the following is the understanding of the United Kingdom Govern-
ment regarding the composition of the Standing Council of Association:-

The United Kingdom Government will include among their repre-
sentatives on the Council of Association at least one member of the
Government whenever possible; if at any time a member of the
Government is unable to be present, a senior Government official will
take his place.

In view of the powers and responsibilities in regard to the coal and
steel industries of the United Kingdom which have been conferred by
law upon the National Coal Board and the Iron and Steel Board, the
representatives of the United Kingdom Government will also include one
member of the National Coal Board and one member of the Iron and
Steel Board.

The representatives of the High Authority will, whenever possible.
include at least three members of the High Authority.

I should be grateful if you would confirm that this is the understanding
of the High Authority.

I have, &c.
DUNCAN SANDYS.

(Translation)

No. 2

Al. Jean Monnet to Mr. Duncan Sandys - -

Sir, London, December 21, 1954.
I have the honour to refer to your letter of to-day's date which reads

as follows: -

[As in No. 1.]

I have the honour to confirm that the foregoing represents the understanding
of the High Authority of the European Coal and Steel Community.

I have, &c.
JEAN MONNET.
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Ratifications

United Kingdom ... ...

Belgium ... ... ...

France ... ... ...

Federal Republic of Germany

Italy ... ... ... ...

Luxembourg... ... ...

Netherlands ... ... ...

June 17, 1955.

July 28. 1955.
August 19, 1955.
September 23. 1955.
September 9. 1955.
August 23. 1955.
August 29. 1955.
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