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Traite entre les Principales Puissances alliPes et la
Roumanie relative it la Bessarabie.

S'i,nd d, Paris, le 28 oc/ obre 1.920.

L'h.A1Pn:F briGemique, h France, I'lurlie, le ,la.puu, Principales
I'uissances allie'es, et; la Itomuauie,

Cnnsid6raut que Bans 1'inu(ret de la paix g61161'ale en Europe it
importe d'assnrer dies mmtintenumt sur la Ressarabie Title souverainete:
r(pondant aux aspiratiuus 'le la population et ), ;garmitissaut oux
ulino'ites du race, de religimi ou de longue lit protection qui leer
est rlue

Consid(rant (file, des points de vac gdographique, ethuographique,
historique et konnomique, la r6mrion de in liessarrbie a la Rmu ianie
est pleiuement justifiie;

Consid(rant quo In population de la Ressarahie a inanifest(I. soft
desir de voir ]a Ressarabie r$umic it la Romuauic:

Considdrant enliu (fit(,, In Rouo:wic a, de sa propre volonte, Ie
desir de dourer do sires garant.ies de Iibertd et ile justice, sans dis-
tinction de races, de religions on do Logue, conformument an Trait(
sign( it Paris le 9 decembre 1919, aax habitants de l'aneiem L'oyaeme
de Rounmuic aussi lien qu'A ceux des terriloires uouvellemment
transf6rOs:

Out, rOsnlu de eouelure Ic pr6sent Trait ( et 011t, h cot efliit, design(
pour lows I' I(nipot : ntiaires, smrs 1-6serve de la facullu de poarvoir A
leer reuiplacement poor In signature, snvoir

Sa Majest ( lc Poi du Royanwe-Uui do Grande-Bretagne et
d'Lilatide et des'l' erritoires britauniques au delir des Mers, Ewpercur
des Ludes :

Le Tres Honorable Edward George Villiers, Cowie du Derby,
K.G., P.C., K.C.V. O., C.R., Aurbassadeur extraordinaire et
plOuipotentiaiie de Sa Majest ( britaunigue it Paris

Et :

pour le Dominion du Canada:

Le Tres Honorable Sir G. Fester, G.C.M.G., P.C., Ministre de
Commrerce ;

pour le Commonwealth d'Australie:

Le Tres Honorable Andrew Fisher, Haut-Cmmwissaire pour
I'Anstralie inns le Itnv.nnme-Uni;



(Trauslat.ion. )

Treaty between the Principal Allied Powers and

Roumania respecting Bessarabia.

,j6Jur,6 rrt l' <ris, Clrtoler 28, 1920.

11,
'I'IiE Ifritis I Empire, Frame, Italy, Japan, the Principal Allied

Powers, and I{onuumia,
Whereas in the interests of general peace in Europe it is of

importance to assure licuceforth it sove•eiguty over Bessarabia in
aueord;utce with the aspirations of the population, and guaranteeing
to its racial, religious and linguistic minorities the protection wliicli
is due to tlicm

Whereas from geographic, ethnograplue. historic and economic
points of view, the reunion of Bessarabia to Iltxuuania is fully
,justified :

\Vhereas the population of Ilessarahia has given proof of its Desire
to see Bessarabia reunited to Roumania:

In line, wliereas Loumania, of her own free will, desires to give
positive guaraitLees of liberty and justice to the inliabitants Of tile
former Kingdom of Roumania, and also to those of the terriLmies
newly transferred, irrespective of race, religion or language, ]'it con-
formity with the 'Crcaty signed at Paris on the 9th Decumher,
1919:

Have decided to conclude the. present , Treaty and , to this eel,
have appointed the following as their Pleiipotett .iaries, reserving the
riglu, to appoint others to sign it

His Majesty the Kim, of the United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Ireland and of the Itritish Uominioi s beyond Hit Seas, Emperor
of In(I ia:

The Bight Honourable Edward George Villiers , Earl of 1)erhy,
IC G.. P.C., ICU.V. 0., U.B., Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary of His Britannic Majesty at Paris;

And

For the Dominion of Canada:

'Cite Right Honourable Sir G. Foster, G.C.M.G., P.C., Minister

of Commerce:

For the Commonwealth of Australia :

11e Might Honourahhe Andrew Fisher, Higli Commissioner
for Australia in the United Kingdom

t020 1250 8/22 F.O.Y. [8734]
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pour to Dominion de la Nouvelle- Mande:

to Ties Honorable Edward George Villiers, Comte du Derby,
K.G., P.C., K.C.V.O., C.B., Ambassadeur extraordinaire et
pldnipote ntiaire do Sit 1lfajest6 britannique k Paris;

pour ]'Union sud-africaino:

Le Tres Honorable Edward George Villiers, Comte du Derby,
K.C., 1'.C., K.C.V.O., C.B., Ambassadenr extraordinaire et
plduipoteutiaire do Sa Majest6.1 ritanuiquo it Paris

Pont, l'lnde:

Lu Tres Honorable Edward George Villiers, Comte du Derby,
K.G., 1'.C., K.C.V.O., C.li., Ambassadeur extraordinaire et
ple'nipotentiaire do Sit 111ajestd britanniquo a Paris;

Le President do la Republique fran4aise:

M. Georges Leygues, President du Conseil des Ministres,
Ministru des AH'aires dtra.ngeres;

M. Jules Cambon , Anibassadeur de France ;

Sn Majeste' In Roi d'Ltalie:

Le Conte Lelio Botiu Longaro , Senateur du Poyaume , Ambas-
sadeur extraordiuairo of plenipotentiaire do Sit Dlajestd Is
Roi d'Itulie a Paris ;

Sa Majestd 1'Entpereur du Japon :

Le Vicomte Ishii, Aubassadeur extraordinaire et pldni-
potottiaire do Sit Majestd 1'Empereur du Japou a Paris;

Sa Majeste le Roi do Rountanie:

M. Take Jouesco, Ministro des Aflitires utiaugcres
Le Prince Dimitrie Chika, Envoyd extraordimwv of 111inistre

pl6uipotentiaite tlo Sit Majestd lc Roi do Romoanie a
Paris:

Lesquels out conveuu des stipulations suiv :nttes:

ARTICLE 1"r.

Les Hautes Parties coutractantes ddela ent recomnaitre In sou-
verainete' de let Rouniauie sur le•toritoire do la Ilossarabie conpris
entre In frontiere actuelle de Rouwanic, in mer Noire, le wins do
Dniester depuis son embouciure,jusqu'au point oit it est coupe par
l'aneieuue limite entre in Rukoviue of la 13ossarahie et cette aucienne
limite.

ARTICLE 2.

Uue Commission eoniposde do trois ntembres, dont un sera nomute
par les Prineipales Puissances allides, un par In liountanie et un par
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For the Dominion of -New Zealand:

The Right Honourable Edward George Villiers, Earl of Derby,
K.G., P.C., K.C.V.O., C.B., Ambassador Extraordinary and_
Plenipotentiary of His Britannic Majesty at Paris;

For the Union of South Africa :

The Right Honourable Edward George Villiers, Earl of Derby,
K.G.. P.C., KCC.V. O., C.B., Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary of His Britannic Majesty at Paris ;

For India:

The flight Honourable Edward George Villiers, Earl of Derby,
K.G., P.C., K.C.V.O., C.B., Ambassador Extraor.inary and
Plenipotentiary of His Britannic Majesty at Paris;

The President of the French Republic :

M. Georges Leygues, President of the Council, Minister for
Foreign Affairs;

M. Jules Cambon, Ambassador of France;

His Majesty the King of Italy :

Count Lelio Bonin Longare, Senator of the Kingdom, Ambas-
sador Extraordinary awl Plenipotentiary of Ifis Majesty
the King of Italy at Paris;

His ,Majesty the Emperor of Japan

Viscount Isbii, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
of .His Majesty the Emperor of Japan at Paris;

His Majesty the Bing"of Roumania:

M. Take Jonesco, Minister for Foreign Atfitirs;
Prince Dimitrie Ghika, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister

Plenipotentiary of His Majesty the King of Roumania at
Paris;

\\'ho have agreed on the following stipulations:

ARTICLE 1.

i0

The high Contracting Parties decla•e that they recognise the
sovereignty of Roumania over the territory of Bessarabia comprised
within the present frontier of Roumania, the Black Sea, the course
of the Dniester front its mouth to the point where it is intersected
by the former boundary between Bukovina and Bessarabia and that
old boundary.

ARTICLE 2.

A Commission consisting of three members, one of whom shall
be appointed by the Principal Allied Powers, one by Roumania and

[8734] e 2
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le Conseil de In Societe des Nations pour le compte de la Russie,
sera coustitnee daps les quinze jours qui suivront la raise en vigueur
<ht present 1'raite, pour fixer stir place la nouvelle )igne frontiere de
la Roumanie.

ARTICLE 3.

La Enumame s'engagc it observer et faire observer rigoureusement

sur le territoire de In Bessarabie vise a 1'Article I°' los stipulations du
Trait( sigu% it Paris, le, 9 decentbre 1919, par leg Principales Pnissanres
alliees et assoeieos et par la .1omuanie, et notamment d'y ussmrr anx
habitants, sons distinction de race, de langue on de religion, les mtin es
garauties de Ill (rte et, de justice qu'aux autres habitants do toes
antres territoires faisant partie du Royamne de Ronutmnie.

ARTICLE 4.

La nationalite rounaine-sera acquise de plein droit, it I'exclusimt
tie tout( antrc,aux ressortissants de I'ancien Empire de Russie, ltablis
sur Is territoire de Bessarabie vise it 1'Article Itr.

ARTICLE 5.

Palls le delai de deux ans ii dater de la mice. ell vigo wllr till
present Trait( , los ressortissants de I'ancien Empire do Russie, Ennis
de plus do 18 aus et etablis sur le territoire do Bossantbie, vise it.
I'artiele 1'auront ht L;aenite d'opter pour ton to autre nationalite qui
leer sera . it ouverte.

L'option do mari eutrainera cello de la feuune et I'option des
parents entrainera cello de leers enfants itge's de moins de IS ans.

Les porsonnes ayant exert ( le droit d'option ci-dessus pr(vu
devrout, daus les douze moil qui suivront , transporter lellr domicile
daus 1'1?tat e, n faveor dugnel (Iles auront opt(.

Flies seront libres de conserver Les hens iunuobiliers gn'elles
poss,dent sur le territoire roumain. Eller pourront euipo•ter lours
bunts nteubles Ile tout( nature. Il ne leur sera impose, de ce fait,
aucun droit de sortie.

ARTICLE G.

La Rounianie reeonnait conuue ressortissants roumains , de pleiu
droit et sans aucune 1'ormalite, les ressortissants de I'mtcien Empire
de Russie qui sort ties sur le territoire de la Pessarabie, vise a
1'Article Ier, de parents y ayrutt leer domicile, encore qu'a In date de
la raise en vi-ueur du, present Trait( ils u'y soieut pas eux-ut8mes
douticilies.

'I'outefois, daus les deux aus qui suivront la raise en vigueur dii
present. 'frail,(, ces personnes pourront declarer devmnt lea auto•ites
rouutaioes conpeteutes daps le pays de leer residence, qu'elles
renoncent it la uationalit( roumains et elles cesserout alors d'etre
eousiderees comme ressortissants roumains.. A cet eaard, la declara-

•
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one by the Couneil of the League of Nations on the part of Russia,
shall be constituted within fifteen days following the corning into
force of the present Treaty, in order to trace on the spot the new
frontier line of Roumania. -

ARTICLE 3.

Roumania undertakes to observe the stipulations of the Treaty
signed at Paris on the 9th December, 1919. by the Principal Allied
and Associated Powers and Roumania, and to ensure. their rigorous
observance in the territory of Bessarabia as defined in Article 1, and,
particularly to assure to its inhabitants, without distinction of race
language or religion, the saute guarantees of liberty and ,justice as to
the inhabitants of all other territories forming part of the Kingdom
of Roumania.

ARTICLE 4.

Y

Roumanian nationality, to the exclusion of any other nationality,
shall be accorded ipso facto to the nationals of the former Russian
Empire settled in the territory of Bessarabia, as defined in Article 1.

AItTICr.E 5.

Within a period of two years front the date of the coming into
force of the present Treaty, nationals of the former Russian Empire
over the age of 18 years and settled in the territory of Bessarabia,
as defined in Article 1, shall be allowed to opt for any other nationality
which may be open to them.

Option by the husband will include that by the wife, and option
by the parentis will include that by their children under the age of
18 nears.

Persons who have exercised the right of option above provided
umst within the ensuing twelve mouths transfer their place id'
residence to the State for which they have opted.

They shill be at, liberty to retain the immovable property which
they possess in Comuauian territory. They array carry away their
personal property of every description. No export duty shall be
imposed on them on ace-oilut of this removal.

Awrici.r G.

Itouniauia recognises as Roumanian nationals, ipso facto and
without any formality. nationals of the former itussiau Empire %%,It(,
were born on the territory of Bessarabia, as deliued in Article 1, of
parents having their domicile there, although at the (late of the
coming into force of the present Treaty they may not themselves be
domiciled there.

Nevertheless, within two years from the coming into force of the
present Treaty, these persons may sake it declaration before the
competent Ymuuanian authorities in the country in which they
reside, that they renounce Roumanian nationality, and they will then
cease to be considered as Roumanian nationals. In this respect,
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tion do marl sera r6putde valoir pnar la femme et celle'des parents.
sera rbputee valoir pour les enfants ages do nnoins de 1.8 ans.

ARTICLE 7.

Les Nantes Parties contractantes reconnaissent quo la bouche du
Danube, dice bouche de liilia, doit passer sons IS juridiction de la
Commission europ6enno du Danube.

Enn attendant la conclusion dune convention g6n6rale pour le
regime international des voies d'ean, In Rouununie s'ennage it aappliquer
aux portions du svsti:me Iluvial du Dniester qui peuvent titre com-
prises sur sou territeire oil qui en fornieut les fronticres, to regime
pr6vu an 1i,' pa iagraphe to l'Artiele 332 et duns les Articles 333 a 338
du Traits de Paix aver l'Allemagne du 28 juin 1919.

ARTICLE 8.

La liiounanie acsunrera la responsahilite de la part I roportionnelle
alf6rente it In Eessarabie daps la Bette publique russe et tons antics
engagements financiers de l'R°tat russe, toile qu'elle sera deterunince
par o ne Convention particuliere entre les Principales Puissances
alliees et associ6es , d'une part, et la Ronmanie, d'autre part. Cette
Convention sera preparee par one Commission d6sign6e par lesdites
Puissances. An cas oit la Commission n'arriverait pas u un accord
daps un dclai de deux ans, les question's ell litige seraient immedinte-
ment souunises a l'arbitrage du Conseil do la Societe des Nations.

ARTICLE 9.

as Hautes Parties contractantes inviteront lit Itussie a adhc'.rer
an present "Traits. des qu'il oxistera un Goavernement russe recounu
par elles. F.lles se reserveut Is droit de soumettre a l'arhitrage do
Conseil do la Societe des Nations touts questions qui pourraienb itre
soulev6es par to Gouvernenrent russe coneeruant les details de ce
Trait6, cunt Bien enteudu que les fronticres definies dans to present
Traite, ainsi quo. In sonverainete de la Rouunauie sur los territoires
qui y soot compris, tie sauraient titre raises ell question.

it on sera de memo de toutes dillicultes que pourrait faire naitre
ult6rieureinent son application.

Le present Trait6 sera ratifi6 par les Puissances signataires. 11
n'ontrera cu vigueur quiapres le d6p0Ot de ces ratifications eta partir

do 1'cutrCc en vigueur du Trait4 sign6 par les Principales I'uissaoces
apices et acsociCes et In Roumanie le 9 dCcembre 1919.

Le d6p6t des ratifications sera effectu6 a Paris.
Les Puissances dont Is Goavernement a son siege hors d'Rurope

anront ]a facult6 de so burner a faire conna i tre an Goavernement de
la ltdpublique franSaise, par lour ItCpresentant diploumtique a Paris.
que lour ratification a et6 donnee et, Bans cc cas, tines devront en
trausmettre l'instrumeut aussitot que faire se pourra.

Un prpeis-verbal de duput de ratification sera.dresse.
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the declaration of the husband will he held valid for the wife, and
t that of the parents will he held valid for children under the age of

18 years.

ARTICLE 7.

The Nigh Contracting Parties recognise that the uwut6 of the
Duntbe, called the hilia worth , must, pass under Lhe,jurisdiction of
the European Commission of the Danube.

funding the conclusion of it general Convention for tile intot.
national control of waterways , Burma nia undertakes to apply to the
sections of the river system of the Dniester comprised within her
territory or constituting its frontiers , the regime provided in para-
graph I of Article :;32 and in Articles 333 to 338 of the Treaty of
Peace with Genitally of the 28th June, 1919.

ARTICLE 8.

Roumania shall assume responsibility for theshare of the Russian
Public Debt and all other financial obliations of the Russian State
allotted to Bessarabia, which shall be fixed by it special Convention
between the Principal Allied and Associated powers of the one part,
and Roumania of the other part. 'Phis Convention shall be drawn
up by a Commission appointed by the aforesaid Powers. Should tho
Commission tot come to all agroewent within it period of two years,
the questions in dispute shall he at once submitted to the arbitration
of the Council of the League of Nations.

ARTICLE 9.

The High Contracting Parties will invite Russia to adhere to the
present Treaty as soon as a Russian Government recognised by them
shall be in existence. They reserve the right to submit to the
arbitration of the Council of the League of Nations all questions
which the Russian Government may raise respecting the details of
this Treaty, it being understood that the frontiers defined in' the
present Treaty, as well as the sovereignty of Roummnia over the
territories therein comprised, cannot be called in question.

The same procedure shall apply to all difficulties which may sub-
sequently arise from the carrying out of the Treaty.

The present Treaty shall be ratified by the signatory Powers. It
shall not come into force until after the deposit of these ratifications
and from the coming into force of the Treaty sigued by the Principal
Allied and Associated Powers and Roumania oil the 9th December,
191.9.

The deposit of ratifications shall take place at Paris.
Powers of which the seat of the Government is outside Europe

will be entitled merely to inform the Government of the French
Republic, through their diplomatic representative at Paris, that their
ratification has been given; in that case they must transmit the
instrument of ratification as soon as possible.
A procii!s-verbal of the deposit of ratifications will he drawn up.
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Le Gouvernement franSais remettra a toutes les Puissances
siguatairos tine copie cortiliele conformo ( lit proces-verbal de depot de
ratification.

Fait a Paris, Ic vingt-huit octobre mil Hoof cent vingt, en uu soul
exemplaire, qui restera depose. Bans les archives du Gouvernement de
la licpubliquc francaise et dont los oxpeditiuus anthontiques serunt
romises a chacune des Puissances signataires du Traite.

Los Plenipotentiaires qui, par suite de lcur cloignement momentnne
de Paris, Wont pas pit apposer leer signature sur Ie present Traite,
serout admis a le faire ,jusgd:ui 15 decembre 1920.

Hn foi de quoi, los I'lenipotentiaires Pi-aprus, dout los pleins
pouvoirs out etc recounus en bouuc et due forme, out sigue to present
Traite.

(L.S) DERBY.

(L.S.) ANDREW FISHEE,
DERBY.

(I..S.) D,LItBY.
(L.S.) L)I'7RBY.
(L.S.) G. LEAGUES
(L.S.) JULES GAMMON.
(I..S.) BONI.N.
(L.S.) K. ISHIT.
(L.S.) TAKE JONF.SGO.
(L.S.) D. J. Gl{IKA.

I
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The French Governuneut will transmit to all the si,nmtory Powers

it certified copy of the pio,as-verbal of the deposit of ratifications.

Done at Paris the 28th October, 1920, in a single copy, whi^h
will remain deposited in the archives of the (loverumeutof the French
Republic, and of which authenticated copies will be transmitted to
each of the Powers signatory of the Treaty.

The Plenipotentiaries who, owin=_e to their temporary absence
from Paris, are unable to attach their signature to the present Treaty,
will be allowed to do so until the lath December, 1920.

In faith whereof, the undermentioned Plenipotentiaries, whose
fill[ powers have been found in good and due form, have signed the
present Treaty.

(L.S.) DERBY.

(L.S.) ANDREW FISHER.
DERBY.

(L.S.) DERRY.
(L.S.) DERBY.
(LS.) Q. LEYGUES.
(L.S.) JI)LES CAMlON.
(1..5.) RONIN.
(L.S.) K. 1SHII.
(L.S.) TAKE JONESCO.
(L.S.) D. J. OHIKA.
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