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ARRANGEMENT
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BETWEEN THE UNITED

KINGDOM AND HONDURAS REFERRING TO

ARBITRATION MATTERS RELATING TO THE,

MASICA INCIDENT.

Signed at Teguetgalpa, April 4, 1914

La Masica Incident, submitted by
the Governments of Great Britain
and Honduras to the Arbitral
Decision of His Majesty the King
of Spain,

Terms of Reference.

WuErEAS on the 16th Jung,
1910, an affray took place in the
village of La Masica, in the De-
partment of Atlintida, Republic
of Honduras, between a squad of
soldiers of the Government of
Honduaras which at the moment
of the affray was under the
command of the Mayor de I'laza
of that Department, Don Joaquin
Medina Planas, and a party of
three Dritish West Indian sub-
Jjucts, named Alexander Thurston,
Wilfred Robinson, and Joseph
Holland, which affray resulted in
the death of Alexander Thurston,
the wounding of Wilfred Robin-
son, and the beating of Joseph
Holland ;

And whereas a Court of En-
quiry opened at La Ceiba on the
29th August, 1910, made inves-
tigations into the ecircunstances
attending the above-mentioned
incident and pronounced a de-
cision thereupon ;

And whereas in view of the
result of these investigations and

[89]

Incidente de La DMasica, sometido
por los Gobiernos de la Gran
Bretafia y de Honduras, 4 la
Decision arbitral de Su Majestad
el Rey de Espafia.

Actee de Comproniiso.

Tor cuanto: el 16 de junio de
1910 tuve lugar una rifia en la
aldea de La Masica, departaments
de Atlintida, Republica de Hon-
durag,entre un pelotén de soldados
del Gobierno de Honduras que,
¢n el momento de la rifia, esiaba
al mando del Mayor de Plaza de
aquel departamento, Don Joaquin
Medina Planas, y un gropo de
tres stbditos britdnicos dc las
Indiag Qccidentales, IHamados
Alexander Thurston, Wilired
Robinson y Joseph Holland, de
cuya rifia resultd muerto Alex-
ander Thurston, heride Wilfred
Robinson y golpeado Joseph
Holland ; .

I por cuanto: un Tribunal de
Investigacién abicrto en La Ceiba
el 20 de agosto de 1910, hizo
averiguaciones de las circunstan-
cias concernientes al incidente
arriba mencionado y emitid su
fallo respectivo

I por cuanto: en vista de los
resultados de estas averiguaciones
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(rovernment of Honduras, basing
themselves on - the Agreement
concluded at Tegucigalpa on the
13th August, 19160,* between the
Hondurancan Minister forForeign
Affairs, Don. R. Rivera Retés, and
His Britannic Majesty’s Chargd
d’Affaires, Mr. Godfrey Haggard,
have refused to accept any respon-
sibility in regard to the event
mentioned ;

And whereas the Government
of Great DBritain cousider that
the resnlts of these investigations
and the decision of the Court give

them good ground for claiming-

from the Government of Hon-
duras a reasonable indemnity ;
And whereas both Govern-
nents, being desirous of removing
as soon as possible this source of
disagreement betwéen them, have

resolved  to” submit the above

question to the arbilral decision
of His Majesty the King of
Spain ;

Now therefore. they have au-
thorised duly and properly their
Representatives, namely :

The Government of His Bri-
tannic Majesty : Charles Albau
Young, Esguire, Envoy Extra-
ordinary and Minister Plenipo-
tentiary of His Britannic Majesty
to Honduras ; and

The Government of Honduras :
his Excelleney Sefior Dr. Don
Mariano Visquez, their Minister
for Foreign Affairs, to conclude
the following Arrangement :—

1.

The question whether, under
the principles - established by
international law, and taking
info consideration the Agreement
of the 15th August, 1910, above

the decision - referred to, the ~ y del fallo aludido, el Gobicrno

de Honduras, - fundado -en el
Convenio celebrado en Teguei-.
galpa el 13 de agosto de 1310
entre el Ministro de Relacioncs
Exteriores de Honduras, Don It
Rivera Retes, y el Honorable
Encargado de Negocios d¢ Su
Majestad brit:inica, Sefior God-
frey Haggard, ha rehusado acep-
tar ninguna vesponsabilidad- bor
el hecho relacionado ;

I por cuanto: el Gobierno de
la Gran Bretafia considera gue
los resnltados de estas averi-
guaciones y el fallo del Tribunal
le dan motivo vilido para reclainar
del Gobierne de Honduras urpa
indemnizacidn razonable ;

I por cnanto : ambos Gobiernos,
deseosos de remwover 1o mds pronto
posible, este motive do diver-
gencia entre ellos, han resuelto
someter la cuestidn mencionado
a la decision arbitral de Su
Majestad el Rey de Espaiia;

Por tanto : han antorizado comn-
petentemente 4 sus Ilepresen-
tantes, 4 saber:

El Gobierno de Sun Majestad
Britdunica al Excelentisimo Sefior
Charles Alban Yeung, Enviadoe
Extraordinario y Ministro Pleni-
potenciario de Su Majestad Bri-
tinica en Honduras; y

El Gobierno de Honderas al
Excelentisimo Sefior Doctor Don
Mariane Visquez, su Ministro de
Reldciones Exteriores, para cele-
brar el Arregle siguiente : '

I

Serd sometida 4 la resojucidn
de Su Majestad el Rey de Rspafia
1a cuestidn de ““si bajo Jos prin:
cipios establecidos por - la ley
Internacional y tomaudo en cou-

* Sce Annex.



referred to, any responsibility
abtaches to the Government of
Honduras in respect of the affray
and the injuries inflicted on the
above-mentioned British subjects
in the circumstances as disclosed
Lefore the said Court of Enequiry
at La Ceiba, shall be submitted
to the decision of His Majesty
the King of Spain.

II.

Within four months of the
signature “of this Arrangement,
Ll ic Government of His Brltannlc
Majesty shall present to the Royal
Arbitrator and to the Government
of Honduras a memorial in sup-
portof their case. The presenta-
tion-of the Rritish memorial to
the. Government of Honduras
shall be effected by its presenta-
tion-to the Honduranean Minister
in Guatemala by His Britannic
Majesty’s  Representative  in
Guatemala,

III.

Within four months of the
presentation of  the  British
ll](,ll‘l(ll'lﬂ.l to trhb J()Vcln]llbllﬁ of
Honduras, that Government shall
present to the Royal Arbitrator
aud to the Government of His
Dritannic Majesty an answer.
The presentation of the angwer
to the Government of His Bri-
tannic Majesty shall be effected
by its presentation to His Bri-
taunic Majesty's Representative
in. Guatemala by the Honduru-
nean Minister in Guatemala.

1v.
Within four months of the
presentation of the answer of

Honduras, the Government * of
Mis Britannic Majesty may, if
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sideracion el Convenio de 13 de
agosto de 1910 de que sc ha
hecho referencia, recae sobre el
(iobierne de Honduras alguna
responsabilidad con motivo de la
riita y de las lesiones infligidas
4 los sibditos britdnicos referidos,
en las circunstancias tales como
fueron reveladas ante dicho
Tribunat de Investigacion en La
Ceiba.”

1L

Dentro de cuatro mescs de la
firma del presente Arreglo, ¢l

.Gobierno de Su Majestad Bri-

tiinica presentari al Arbitro Real
y al Gobierno de Honduras un
nu,morml en apoyo de su causa.
La presentacion del memortal
britinico al Gobierno de Hon-
durag se efectuarda por su pre-
sentacidn al Ministro de Honduras
en Guatemala por el Represen-
tante de Su Majestad Britduica
en Gruatemala.

111,

Dentro de cuatro meses de la
presentacion del  memorial  bri-
tdnico al Gobicrno de Honduras,
este  Gobierno  presentard  al
Arbitro Real y al Gobicrno de
Su Majestad Britdvica una con-
testacion. La presentacidn de la
contestacidn al Gobierno de Su
Majestad Dritinica seri efectuada
por su presentacion al Represen-
tante de Su Majestad Britdnica
en Guatemala por ¢l Ministro de
Honduras en Guatemala.

Iv.

Dentro de cuatro meses de la
presentacion de la countestacion
de Honduras, ¢l Gobierno de Su
Majestad Britdinica podrd, si lo



they think it necessary, present
to the Royal Arbitrator and to
the Government of Honduras a
reply to the answer.  Such reply
shall be presented to the Govern-

- ment of Honduras in the same

manner as the British memorial,

V.

The memorial and the reply
shall be in the English language,
accompanied by a translation into
Spanish.  The anawer shall be in
Spanish, accompanied by a trans-
Iation into English. These
pleadings shall all be printed,
They shall be- accompanied by
such documents and proofs ag
may be considered necessary by
the Government presenting them,
but neither Government shall be
entitled to put in any further
evidence as to the events whick
occurred on the 16th June, 1919,
beyond that which was given

.before, or taken into consideration

by, the above-mentioned Court of
Enquiry at La Ceiba.

VL

In watters not provided for in
the preseut Arrangement, the

proceedings  shall be regulated -

by sueh of the provisions of the
Convention for the Tacific Settle-
ment of International Disputes
signed at The Hague the 18th
October, 1907, as the Royal
Arlitrator may consider to be
applicable.-

VIL

If the award of the Ioyal
Arbitrator is in favour of Great
sritain, the award shall speeify
the awount of the pecuniary
indemnity to bhe paid by the

Government of Honduras to the

cree necesario, presentar al Ar-
bitro Real y al Gobierno de
Honduras una réplica 4 la con-
testacién. Tal réplica serd pre-
sentada al Gobierno de Honduras
de la misma manera que el
memorial britdnico.

V. .

El memorial y la réplica serin
escritos en el idioma inglés y so
acompanars & ellos una traduccion
en espafiol. La contestacion serd
en espafiol acompafada de una
traduccidn en ingids, Todos estos
alegatos se presentardn imprésos
y con ellos deberdn acompafiarse
los docmmentos y las pruebas que
se consideren necesarios por el
Golierno gue los presente, pero
ninguno de los dos Gobiernos
tendrd facultad para adueir otras
pruebas tocante 4 los sucesos que
ocurrieron el 16 de junio de 1910,
adenis de las que fucron rendidas
ante o tomadas cn consideracidn
por el Tribunal de Investigaeidn
de La Ceiba arriba mencionado.

VI.

In fas materias no previstas
ch ¢l prescnte Arreglo, los pro-
cedimientos se ajustardn 4 las
disposiciones que considere el
Real Arbitro aplicables de la
Conveneidn  para el  Arveglo
Pactfico de los Conilictos Inter-
nacionales firmada en Ta Haya
el 18 de vetubre de 1907

VIIL

Si el laudo del Arbitro Tleal
fuere favorable 4 la Gran Bretaiia,
se especificard en ¢, el importe
de la indemnizacién pecuniaria
que ha de pagarse por el Gobierno
de Honduras al Gobicruoe de Su



Government of His Britannic
Majesty. Such indemnity shall
be paid by the Government of
Honduras within three months
dating from the notification to
them of the award of the Royal
Arhitrator.

VIII.

Each Party shall bear its own
expenses and a moiety of the
common cxpenses of the arbitra-
tion,

In witness whereof the afore-
said Representatives of the Go-
vernients of Great Britain and
Honduras have signed in triplicate
the present Arrangement, and
have alflixed thereto their seals,
in the city of Tegucigalpa, this
fourth day of April, ene thousand
nine hundred and fourteen.

(LS) CHARLES ALBAN
YOUNG.

(L.S.) MARIANO VASQUEZ.
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Majestad Britanica.  Esta indem-
nizacion seri pagada por el
Gobicrno de Honduras dentro de
tres meses, contados desde la
fecha en que se le notificare ¢l
lando del Real Arbitro.

VIIL

Cada parte pagard sus propios
gastos y la mitad de los gastes
comunes del arbitraje.

En fe de lo cual, los expresados
Representantes de los Gobiernos
de la Gran Bretafia y do Honduras
han firmado por triplicado el
presente Arreglo, y le han puesto
sus scllos, en la cindad de Tegu-
cigalpa, 4 los cuatro dias de abril
de mil novecientos catorce.

(LS) MARIANO VASQUEZ

(LS.) CHARLES ALBAN
YOUNG.

ANNEX,

Agreement for the Arrangement of
the Masica Incident,

I.

Tue Government of Hondurag
engages within three days to
remove from his post the Mayor
de Plaza of the Department of
Atlintida, Don Joagnin Medina,
pending the course of the judicial
enquiry. His trial is to be com-
menced with all the urgency
which the case demands, and
shall take place under the fol-
lowing conditions:—

(#.) As a guarantec of impar-
tiality, the substitution of the

Convanio para el Arreglo del Asunto
de La Masgica.

L

EL Gobierno de Honduras se
compromete en remover dentro
de tres dias al Mayar de Plaza del
Departamento de Atlintida, Don
Joagquin Medina, mientras se lo
sigue el sumarioc respectivo,
Dicho proceso sera instituido con
la urgencia que exije el caso, bajo
lag siguientes bases :

(«.) Para mayor garantfa de
imparcialidad, se propondrd 4 la
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present: Judge of Letters of the
Department of Atlintida will be
proposed to the Supreme Court
of Justice ; the Licentiate Don
Serapio Herndndez-y Herndndez,
who is acceptable to both parties,
shall be appointed in his stead.

(2) In order still further to
avoid any suspicion of partiality
during the trial, the Governor
and Commandant of the Depart-
ment shall temporarily leave his
post : he shall have absented
himself within eight days from
the date of this Agreement, and
shall remain away during the
course of the summary pro-
ceedings.

(c) The British Consul ab
Puerto Cortes, or, failing him,
some other person especially
namod by the Dritish Legation,
shall be present at the judicial
gittings of the Court at La
Ceiba,

I1.

In the event of the Mayor de
Plaza being found guilty, the
Government of Honduras will
grant a proper indemnmity to the
family of the late Thurston, as
also to the wounded man Robin-
gon. The amounts payable in
this respeet shall be agreed upen
later with the English Legation.

GODFREY HAGGARD,
Hus Britannic Magesty's
Chargd 4 Affaires.

"R. RIVERA RETES.

Tegqueigalpn, August 13, 1910.

Corte Suprema de Justicia la
sustitueton del actnal Juez de.
Letras det Departamento ‘de
Atlintida, nombrindose en su
lugar al Sefior Licenciado Don
Serapio Herndndez y Herndndez,
persona  aceptada por ambas
partes,

(b)) Para evitar cualquier ob-
servacidn respecto 4 la impar-
cialidad de fal proceso se separard
el Sefior Comandante y Gober-
nador del Departamento referido
temporalmente de su puesto,
ausentandose dentro de ocho dias
de la fecha de este Arreglo ¥y
durando su ausencia el perfodo
del sumario. .

() El Senor Cénsul Britdnico
en Puerto Cortés, 6, 4 falta de él,
ofra persona mombrado al efecto
porlaLegacion Inglesa, presenciari
Ias sesiones judiciales del Tribunal
en La Ceiba,

IT.

En el caso en que quede com-
probada la culpabilidad del Mayor
del Plaza en el asunto, el Gobierno
de Honduras concederd una in-
demnizacién equitativa 4 la
familia del difuntoe Thurston,
como también al lesionado Robin-
son. Las sumas que se pagardn
al efecto serin couvenidas mis
tarde de acuerdo con la Legaciin
Inglesa.

(L.S.)
R. RIVERA RETES.

. GODFREY HAGGARD,
Encargado de Negocios e
Su Majestad Dritdniee.

Tequeigalpe, 13 de ayosto de
10. - . ’ '




