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ARRANGEMENT BETWEEN THE UNITED

KINGDOM AND HONDURAS REFERRING TO

ARBITRATION MATTERS RELATING TO THE

MASICA INCIDENT.

Signed at Tegucigalpa, April 4, 1.914.

La Masica Incident , submitted by
the Governments of Great Britain
and Honduras to the Arbitral
Decision of His Majesty the King
of Spain.

Incidents de La Masica, sometido
por Los Gobiernos de to Gran
Bretafia y de Honduras, d In
Decision arbitral de Su Majestad
el Rey de Espafia.

Terms of Reference.

W11EIEAS oil the 16th June,
1910, an affray took place in the
village of La Masica, in the Do-
partnlent of Athtntida, Republic
of Honduras, between a squad of
soldiers of the Government of
Honduras which at the moment
of the affray was under the
command of the Mayor do Plaza
of that Department, Don Joaquin
Medina Planas, and a party of
three British West Indian sub-
jects, named Alexander Thurston,
Wilfred Robinson, and Joseph
Holland, which affray resulted in
the death of Alexander Thurston,
the wounding of Wilfred Robin-
suit, and the beating of Joseph
Holland ;
And whereas a Court of En-

quiry opened at La Ceiba on the
29th August, 1910, made inves-
tigations into the circumstances
attending the above-mentioned
incident and pronounced a de-
cision thereupon ;
And whereas in view of the

result of these investigations and

[89]

Acta de Coinprontiso.

Poit cuanto : el 1G do junio do
1910 tuvo lugar una rina en ]a
aldea do La Masica, departaniento
de Atlantida, Republica de Hon-
duras,entre tin peloton do soldados
del Gobierno de Honduras quo,
on el momento de ]a rifia, esta.ba
al mando del Mayor de Plaza do
aquel departainento, Don Joaquin
Medina Planes, y oil grupo do
tres stibditos brittnicos do las
Indias Occidentales, llainados
Alexander Thurston, Wilfred
Robinson y Joseph Holland, do
cuya rina resultu muerto Alex-
ander Thurston, herido Wilfred
Robinson y golpeado Joseph
Holland ;

I por cuanto: un Tribunal de
Investigacicn abierto en La Ceiba
el 29 do agosto de 1910, hizo
averiguaciones do las eircunstan-
cias concernientes at incidente
arriba mencionado y entitio sit
fallo respective;

I por cuanto : oil vista clo los
resultados do estas averiguacionos
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the decision referred to, the - y del fallo aludido, el Gobierno
Government of Honduras, basing
themselves on the Agreement
concluded at Tegucigalpa on the
13th August, 1.910,* between the
Flonduranean Minister forForeign
Affairs, Don. H. Rivera Retes,and
His Britannic Majesty's Chargd
d'Affaires, Mr. Godfrey Haggard,
have refused to accept any respon-
sibility in regard to the event
mentioned ;
And whereas the Government

of Great Britain consider that
the results of these investigations
and the decision of the Court give
them good ground for claiming.
from the Government of Hon-
duras a reasonable indemnity;
And whereas both Govern-

ments, being desirous of removing
as soon as possible this source of
disagreement between them, have
resolved to- submit the above
question to the arhitral decision
of His Majesty the King of
Spain ;
Now therefore. they have au-

thorised duly and properly their
Representatives, namely:

The Government of His Bri-
tannic Majesty: Charles Alban
Young, Esquire, Envoy Extra-
ordinary and Minister Plenipo-
tentiary of His Britannic Majesty
to Honduras ; and
The Government of Honduras :

his Excellency Senor Dr. Don
Mariano Vdsquez , their Minister
for Foreign Affairs, to conclude
the following Arrangement

de Honduras, fundado -en el
Convenio celebrado on Teguci-.
galpa el 13 de agosto de 1910,
entre el Ministro de Relaciones
Exteriores de Honduras, Don R.
Rivera Retes, y of Honorable
Encargado de Negocios de Su
Majestad Britdufca, Senor God-
frey Haggard, ha rehnsado acep-
tar ninguna responsabilidad•por
el heeho relacionado ; -

I por euanto: of Gobierno de
la Gran Bretana considers quo
lo- resultados de ostas averi-
guaciones y of fallo del Tribunal
le dan motivo vdlido pars reclainar
del Gobierno de Honduras una
indemnizaei6n razonable;

I por euanto : ambos Gobiernos,
deseosos'de remover to nuts pronto
posible, este motivo do diver-
geneia entre ellos, han resuelto
someter la euestidn meucionado
d la decision arbitral de Su
Majestad el Rey de Espana;

Por tanto : han autorizado cotn-
petentemente d sus Represen-
tantes, d saber:

El Gobierno de Su Majestad
Britdnica al Excelentfsimo Sefior
Charles Alban Young, Euviado
Extraordinario y Ministro Pleni-
potoneiario de Su Majestad Bri-
tinica en Honduras ; y

El Gobierno de Honduras al
Exeelentisimo Senor Doctor Don
Mariano Vdsquez, su Ministro de
ltelaciones Exteriores , para ecle-
brar el Arreglo siguiente :

1.

The question whether, under
the principles - established by
international law, and taking
into consideration the Agreement
of the lath August, 1910, above

Serb sometida d la resolucidn
do Su Majostad el Rey de Espana
la cuesti6n do "si hajo 108 prin=
cipios establecidos por la Icy
international y tomando en con-

* See Annex.
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referred to, any responsibility
attaches to the Government of
Honduras in respect of the affray
and the injuries inflicted on the
above-mentioned British subjects
in the circumstances as disclosed
before the said Court of Enquiry
at La Ceiba, shall be submitted
to the decision of His Majesty
the King of Spain.

sidcracion of Convenio de 13 do
agosto do 1910 de que so ha.
hecho reforomia, recae sobre el
Gobierno de Honduras alanma
responsabilidad con motivo do la
rife y de las lesions infligidas
a los sribditos brit.Snicos referidos,
on las circunstancias tales como
fueron reveladas auto dicho
Tribunal do Investigation on UL
Ceiba."

II.

Within four months of the
signature of this Arrangement,
the Government of His Britannic
Majesty shall present to the Royal
Arbitrator and to the Government
of Honduras a memorial in sup-
port of their case. The presenta-
tionof the British memorial to
the. Government of Honduras
shall be effected by its presenta-
tion.to the Honduranean Minister
in Guatemala by His Britannic
Majesty's Representative in
Guatemala.

Within four months of the
presentation of the British
memorial to the Government of
Honduras , that Government shall
present to the Royal Arbitrator
and to the Government of His
Britannic Majesty an answer.
The presentation of the answer
to the Government of His Bri-
tannic Majesty shall be effected
by its presentation to His P,ri-
taunfc Majesty 's Representative
in. Guatemala by the Hondura-
nean Minister in Guatemala.

IV.

Within four months of tine
presentation of the answer of
Honduras , the Government ' of
His Britannic Majesty may, if

H.

Dentro do cuatro meses do la
firma del prescnte Arreglo, el
.Gobierno do Su Majestad Bri-
t.inica presentant al Arbitro Real
y al Gobierno de Honduras un
memorial en apoyo do su causa.
La presentation del lmemorial
brit$nico al Gobierno de Hon-
duras se efectuar.i for su pro-
sontacion al Ministro de Honduras
en Guatemala for of Reprosen-
tante do Su Majestad Britinica
en Guatemala.

Dentro do cuatro meses do la
presentation del memorial bri-
tduico al Gobierno do Honduras,
este Gobierno presentar.i, al
Arbitro Real y al Gobierno do
Su Majestad Britauica una con-
testacion . La presentaciou de la
contestation al Gobierno do Su
Majestad Britmnica serf efectuada
por su presentaciou a] Represei-
tante do Su 1Lnjestad Bnithniea
en Guatemala por el Ministro de
Honduras on Guatemala.

IV.

Dentro de cuatro ineses de ],it
presentation de la contestation
do Honduras, el Gobierno de Su
Majestad Britdinica podrd, si lo



1

" 3 9118

they think it necessary, present
to the. Royal Arbitrator and to
the Government of Honduras a
reply to the answer. Such reply
shall be presented to the Govern-
ment of Honduras in the same
manner as the British memorial.

V.

The memorial and the reply
shall be in the English language,
accompanied by a translation into
Spanish. The answer shall be in
Spanish, accompanied by a trans-
lation into English. These
pleadings shall all be printed.
They shall be - accompanied by
such documents and proofs as
may be considered necessary by
the Government presenting them,
but neither Government shall be
entitled to put in any further
evidence as to the events which
occurred on the 16th June, 1910;
beyond that which was given
before, or taken into consideration
by, the above-mentioned Court of
Enquiry at La Ceiba.

VI.

In matters not provided for in
the present Arrangement, the
proceedings shall be regulated
by such of the provisions of the
Convention for the Pacific Settle-
rnent of International Disputes
signed at The Hague the 18th
October, 1907, as the Royal
Arbitrator may consider to be
applicable.

VII.

If the award of the Royal
Arbitrator is in favour of Great
Britain, the award shall specify
the amount of the pecuniary
indemnity to be paid by the
Government of Honduras to the

tree neccsario, presentar al Ar-
bitro Real y al Gobierno de
Honduras una rdplica A la con-
testacidn. Tal rdplica sera pre-
sentada al Gobierno do Honduras
de la misma mannra que el
memorial britAnico.

V.

El memorial y la r6plica seran
escritos en el idiorua inglds y so
acompanartiA ellos una traduccimt
on espauol . La contestacidn seal
on espauol acompauada do una
traduccidn en inglds. Todos estos
alegatos se presentarAn impresos
y con ellos deberan acompafiarse
los docuinentos y las pruebas que
se consideren necesarios por el
Gobierno que his presente, pero
ninguno de los dos Gobiernos
tendril facultad para aducir otras
pruebas tocante A los sucesos quo
ocurrieron el 16 de junio de 1910,
ademds de ins quo fucron rendidas
ante d tomadas on consideratidn
por el Tribunal de, Investigaeidn
de La Ceiba arriba mencionado.

VI.

En ]as materias no provistas
on cl presente Arreglo, dos pro-
cedintientos se ajustartm a his
disposiciones que considere el
Real Arbitro aplicahles de la
Convencidn para el Arreglo
Pacifico do los Contlictos Inter-
tuacionales firntada en La Haya
el 18 de octubre de 1907.

VII.

Si el laudo del Arbitro Real
fuerc favorable A 1a than Bretaua,
so especifrcard en dl, cl importe
de la indemmlizacion pccuniaria
quo ha de pagarse per el Gobierno
de Honduras al Gobierno de $n
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Government of His Britannic
Majesty. Such indemnity shall
be paid by the Government of
Honduras within three months
dating from the notification to
them of the award of the Royal
Arbitrator.

VIII.

Majestad Britdnica. Esta mdenl-
nizaci6n semi pagada por cl
Gobicrio do 1{onduras dentro do
tres muses, contados desde la
fecha ell quo se le notificare el
laudo del Beal Arbitro.

Each Party shall bear its own
expenses and a moiety of the
common expenses of the arbitra-
tion.

In witness whereof the afore-
said Representatives of the Go-
vernmeRts of Great Britain and
Honduras have signed in triplicate
the present Arrangement, and
have affixed thereto their seals,
in the city of Tegucigalpa, this
fourth day of April, one thousand
nine hundred and fourteen.

VIII.

Cada parte pagarh sits propios
gastos y la nlitad do los gastos
connules del arbitraje.

En fe de lo cual, los expresados
Representantes de los Gobiernos
de la Gran Eretafia y do Honduras
han firmado por triplicado el
presente Arreglo, y he hall puesto
sus sellos, en la ciudad de Tegu-
cigalpa, It los cuatro dfas de abril
de mil novecientos catorce.

(L.S.) CHARLES ALBAN
YOUNG.

(L.S.)

(L.S.)

MARIANO VASQUEZ.

CHARLES ALBAN
(L.S.) MARIANO VASQUEZ. YOUNG.

ANNEX.

Agreement for the Arrangement of
the Masica Incident,

1.

Convenio pars of Arreglo del Asunto
de La Masica.

TILE Government of Honduras
engages within three days to
remove from his post the Mayor
do Plaza of the Department of
Atl:intida, Don Joaquin Medina,
pending the course of the judicial
enquiry. His trial is to be com-
menced with all the urgency
which the case demands, and
shall take place under the fol-
lowing conditions:-

(a.) As a guarantee of impar-
tiality, the substitution of the

I.

El. Gobierno de Honduras se
compromete en remover dentro
de tres dias al Mayor de Plaza del
Departamento de Atlantida, Don
Joaquin Medina, mientras se to
sigue el sumario respective.
Dicho proceso serif instituido con
la urgencia quo exije el case, bajo
las siguientes bases :

(a.) Para mayor garantia de
imparcialidad, se propoldra It la
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present Judge of Letters of the
Department of Athintida will be
proposed to the Supreme Court
of Justice ; the Licentiate Don
Serapio Hernandez-y.Hernandez,
who is acceptable to both parties,
shall be appointed in his stead.

(b.) In order still further, to
avoid any suspicion of partiality
during the trial, the Governor
and Commandant of the Depart-
ment shall temporarily leave his
post: he shall have absented
himself within eight days from
the date of this Agreement, and
shall remain away during the
course of the summary pro-
ceedings.

(c.) The British Consul at
Puerto Cortes, or, failing him,
some other person especially
named by the British Legation,
shall be present at the ,judicial
sittings of the Court at La
Ceiba.

H.

In the event of the Mayor de
Plaza being found guilty, the
Government of Honduras will
grant a proper indemnity to the
family of the late Thurston,' as
also to the wounded man Robin-
son. The amounts payable in
this respect shall be agreed upon
later with the English Legation.

GODFREY HAGGARD,
His Britannic Majesty's

Chanye d'Affaires.

(L.S.)
R. RIVERA RETES.

Tegucigalpa, August 13, 1910.

Corte Suprema de Justicia la
sustitucion del actual Juez de,
Letras del Departamento 'do
Atlantida, nombrandose en su
lugar al Senor Licenciado Don
Serapio Hernandez y Hernandez,
persona aceptada per ambas
partes.

(b.) Para evitar cualquier ob-
servaei6n respecto a Is impar-
cialidad de tal proceso se separara
el Senor Comandante y Gober-
nador del Departamento referido
temporalmente de su puesto,
ausentandose dentro de ocho dins
de la fecha de este Arreglo y
durando so ausencia el perfodo
del sumario. -

(c) El Senor Consul Brit,inico
en Puerto Cortes, 6, a falta de di,
otra persona nombrado al efecto
porlaLegacion Tuglesa,presenciar6
las sesiones,judiciales del Tribunal
en Lti Ceiba.

If.

En el caso en que quede coni-
probada la culpabilidad del Mayor
del Plaza en el asunto, el Gobierno
de Honduras conceder6 una in-
domnizaci6n equitativa a la
familia del difunto Thurston,
come tambi6n al lesionado Robin-
son. Las sumas que se pagaran
al efecto seran convenidas mds
tarde do acuerdo con la Legacion
Inglesa.

i5
( R. RIVERA RETES.

GODFREY HAGGARD,
Eneagado de Neyocios de
Sit Alajestad B9itd- ica.

Te tciyalpw, 13 de agosto de
-1910. -


