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CONVENTION BETWEEN THE UNITED KING-

DOM AND FRANCE FOR THE ESTAB-

LIS]IMEN'T OF A PARCEL POST SERVICE

BETWEEN FRANCE AND THE BRITISH

COLONIES OF CEYLON, HONG KONG, AND

THE STRAITS SETTLEMENTS.

Signed at Pans, April 4, 1900.

[Ratifications cxchanycd at Paris, Jat 27, 1900.]

HER Majesty the Queen of

the Uui Led Kingdom of Great

Britain and licland, Empress of

India, and the President of the

French Republic, wishing to

establish between the British

Colonies of Ceylon, Ube Straits

Settlements, and Bong Kong,

and Prance au exchange of par-

eels both insured and uninsured

on the basis of the international

Convention of the 1.5th of June,

1,897, have determined to con-

clude it Convention to that effect,

and have named as their I'leni•.

potentiaries, namely:

Her Majesty the Queen of
the United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Ireland, Empress of
India, His Excellency the Right
Honourable Sir Edmund ,Mon-
son, her Ambassador Extraordi-

[85]

Sn Mgjest' 1a Heine do Roy-
amue-Uni do la Grande-Ilrc-
taguc et d'Irlande, Inipciubrice
des lodes, et to I'rt sideut do la
Republique 1'ran;aise, desirunt
ctahlir entre les Colonies Britan-
niques de Ceyhui, les Etablisse-
i ncats des I)etroits et do I-houg-
Koug et hi Prance nil service
d'echange des colis postaux avec
Oil sans JuMaration do valour,
sir les bases do la Con vonLian
in ternationale du R,• Jn in,1897,
out resolit do couclure one Con-
vention a eet diet, et ont uouune
pour leers I'ltuipotentiaires,
sa.voir :

Sit Majesty hi Ibeine du Roy-
auute--Uui to la Grande-Bre-
tagne et d'Irlando, Impcratrice
des hides, Soil Fxcullence lo Tres
I lono•able Sir Edmund Monson,
Son AunbassadourExtraordinaire
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nary and Plenipotentiary to the
President of the French Re-
public ;
And the President of the

French Republic, His Excellency
M. Th. Delcassd, Deputy, Ali-
nister for Foreign Affairs of the
French Republic,
Who, after having communi-

cated to each other their fill
powers, found in good and due
form, have agreed upon the
following provisions:-

ARTICLE I.

1. Parcels both ordinary and
insured may be forwarded under
the denomination of Ipuslal par-
eels, viz.:
From Ceylon, the Straits

Settlements, and Hong Kong-
for France and Algeria, up to the
weight of 11 pounds avoirdu-
pois.
From France and Algeria for

Ceylon, the Straits Settlements,
and Hong Kong, 'up to the
weight of 5 kilograunnes.

2. The maximum limit of in-
sured value is fixed at 500 francs
(or 20 pounds English).

3. The Postal Adhniuistratimns
concerned may hereafter, if their
respective Cegulatious permit,
agree upon the fees and con-
ditions applicable to parcels, the
value of which is to be collected
on delivery, and parcels to be
delivered by express mes:seuger,
or to be delivered free of cus-
toms duty.

ARTICLE 11.

The Postal Administrations of
Crent Britain and France will

et Plduipotentiaire pros le Presi-
dent do la ltdpublique Fran-
paise

Et Is President de la Repu-
blique Frangaise, Son Excellence
M. Th. DeleassO, Dduutd, Ali-
nistre des Affaires Etrangeres
de la Republique Fraugaise,

Lesquols, apres s'ctre comnm-
riqud leurs pleins pouvoirs,
trouvds en bonne et due forme,
sort couvenus des dispositions
suivantes:- .

ARTICLE I.

1. Il pent dtrc expddid, sous
]a denomination do eel is postaua;,
des colic aver on sans declara-
tion do valour, savoir:
Do Ccylan, des Etablisse-

urents des Ddtroits ct de Hong
Kong, pour in France et l'Al-
gerie, jusqu'a concurrence do 11
livres avoir-dn-poids;
Be la France et do l'Algdrie

pour Ccylan, los Etablissenneuts
des Ddtroits et Hong-Kong
jusqu'a concurrence de 5 kilo-
grammes.

2. La limite superienre de la
declaration do valour est fixeo
a 500 francs (on 20 livres
Anglaises).

3. Est reserve aux Adminis-
trations Postales irtdressees le
droit do determiner ultdricure.
neat d'uu common accord, si
lours Rcglements respeetifs le
permettent, les prix et conditions
applicables aux coliscontrerem-
bourseanent on a livrer par
expres on avee livraison en
franchise des droits de douane.

ARTICLE II.

Les Administrations des
Postes de hi (=rande-Bretagne



]amide the Conveyance of the
parcels by the means ab their
disposal.

Aid[OLE III.

1. For each parcel despatched
front Ceylon, the Straits Settle-
uteuts, or Hong Kong addressed
to France or Algeria, the Ad-
rniuistratiou of the Country of
origin shall pay to the lfrcuch
\dn inistration

a. An inland postage of 50
Centimes ;

b. A sea postage of 3 francs
for the parcels originating in
Hong Kong and the Straits
Settlements. and 2 francs for
Lhu parcels originating ill Cey-
lon, if the Coilveyunac is effected
by French mail packets.

". For each parcel despatched
from Franca or Algeria addressed
to Ceylon . the Straits Settle-
tueuts, or Her, Kong, the Postal
Adniiuistnttiou of Frame shall
lily to that of the cumitry of
destiuatiou :

a. An inland postage of I.
fruit(; 25 centimes per parcel

b. in addition, it sat postage
of 2 francs for Ceylon and
:; francs for the Straits Settle-
ments and Yong Bung, if the
conveyance is effected by British
mail packets.

Nuvertlroless the French Ad-
ministration shall receive the
1enofit of every reduction of
postage which may be granted
by Ceylon, the Straits Settle-
ments, or Ilong Kong to another
Postal Adininistration.

:3. The sender of an insured
parcel shall pay, in addition to

[85]
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et de France assurcront to Lnwts-
port des colis postaux par ICs
nutymis dot it Cites diSpoStalt.

Altl'IC1.F 111.

1. Pour claque colis expudiu
de Ceylau, des L^tablissmneuts
des DGtroits et do 1long-Kong it
destination de In Prance oil de
I'Algerie, l'Adntinistratiou du
pays d'origum payera it 1'Ad-
miuistration Francaise, savoir:

a. Un Bruit territorial de 50
centimes ;

b. Atlditiuuncllentent un droit
maritime de 3 francs polar h's
culls origiuaires de 1-IongKong
et des Etablisseinents des ])u-
fruits, et tto 2 francs pour les
colic origiuaires du Ccylan, si
I'aclentiuenteut it lieu par
1'futermudiaire des paquebots-
postc Frail.ais.

". Pour claque colis expedie
de la France on do PAlgerie, h
destination de Ceylau, des Eta-
blissenients des Detroit's ct do
11,111' K01111, l'Adlninistratimt
des 1'ostes de France payura it
Celle du pays de destination,
Savo i r :

a. Uu Bruit territorial du 1
fn -°o par culls;

7.. Additionnellementtuuh'oit
maritime de 2 francs pour Cey-
lan et do 3' (runes pour les Eta-
blissentents des 1etroits et
]ioug-Kong, si lachemiucutcut
it lieu par l'intermcdiaire des
paqucbots-poste liritanniques.

Tuutefois I'AdmiuistraLion
FrauSuise bencficiora do touts
utductiou do taxe qui serait
aceordee par Ceylau, des Eta-
blissentents des Detroits et
]rung- Kong it one a utt e Achuiui-
stration l'ostale.

3. La ddciaration do valour
dolmcra lieu as payeuent par

n 2
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the postage applicable to un-
insured parcels, an insurance
fee at the rate of 20 centimes
for each 300 francs of insured
value. This fee shall be appor-
tioned as follows

5 centimes for the share of
the mainland of France ;

5 centimes for the share of
Ceylon, the Straits Settlements,
or Ilong Kong

10 centimes for the sea ser-
vice between the British Colony
and the mainland of France.

4. The Post Offices of Ceylon,
the Straits Settlements, and
]-long Kong have reserved to
theni the right of levying on the
insured parcels dospatched from
those Colonies an inhuid insur-
ance surtax of 5 centimes for
each 300 francs or fraction of
300 francs, and a fixed registra-
tion fee of 25 centimes per
parcel.

ARTICLE IV.

The prepayment of parcels
shall be compulsory.

ARTICLE V.

1. The sender of a parcel con-
veyed between the iaimland of
France, on the one hand, and
Algeria and Corsica, on the
other, shall pay for the sell
service a surtax of 25 centimes
per parcel, and , in the ease of
an insured parcel , a supplenieu-
tary insurance foe of to cen-
times for each 300 francs or
fraction of 300 francs.
The sender of each parcel

addressed to Corsica and Algeria
shall pay an iiilaud surtax of 25
ceiitimies per parcel , a nd, in the

1'expeditem•, en sus des droits
applicaliles aux colis suits de-
claration de valenr, d'uu droit
proportiomiel d'assurance do 20
centimes par $00 francs ainsi
decompose :-

5 centimes pour la quote-part
de Is, France continent ale;

5 centimes pour ]a quote-part
de Ceylau, des Etablissemiciits
des Detroits on do Hong-Fong

10 centimes pour le trajot
maritime entre la Colonic ]h-i-
tannique et la France conti-
Ileittale.'

4. Est r(servcc aux Adminis-
trations des Postes de Ceylau,
des Etablissmuents des Detroits
et de Hon-Kong; la facultc do
percevoir, sur les co is avec
declaration do valenr expcdics
do ces Colonies, title suitaxe
territorials d'assnranco tie 5 cen-
times par 800 francs on fraction
de 300 francs et un droit fixe
d'enregistrement do 25 centimes
par colis.

A]tTIC LE IV.

L'affranchissoment des colis
postaux est obligatoirc.

ARTICLE V.

1. Le transport eitre la
Franco, coitimcntale, d'une part,
I'Algerio of Ia Corse, do 1'autre,
donne lied, it la charge do 1'ex-
pediteur, a uno surtaxe de 25
centimes par co] is ii titre de droit
maritime, of, pour les colis do
valour declardc, it tin droit
d'assuranee suppleuientaire de
10 centimes par $00 francs on
fraction do 300 francs.

Tout colis a destination do la
Corso et do 1'Algerie dome lien
it uue surtaxe territorials do 25
centimes par colis, of, pour ]es
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arse of an insured parcel, an ad-
ditiollal insurance Ire of 5 cen-
times for each 300 francs or
fraction of 300 francs.

This inland surtax of 25 cen-
times and, in case of insurance,
the additional insurance fee of
5 ccutiules shall also be collected
from the sender of each parcel,
originating in the interior of
Corsica or Ab_eria.

These surtaxes shall, when
necessary, hs credited by the
Ad ii inist;atiotrs of the cunuLries
of origin to the French Adnlinis-
t ration.

2. The French Goveruuleht
reserves to iiselF the right to
levy a surtax of 25 centimes in
the case of the parcels exchanged
Iletwecll colltincutal Prance and
Ceylon, the Straits Settlenments,
and Hong Bong.

ARTICLE Vl.

The coillit'ry of destination
may collect from the addressee
for delivery and customs for-
lnalities a tree of which the total
amount must not exceed 25
centimes for each parcel.

ARTICLE VI1.

The parcels to which the
present Convention applies can-
not be subjected to any postal
charge other than those con-
tmuplated by the foregoing Ar-
ticles I lI, V, and V1, and by
Article VIII following.

Ig

colis avec declaration do valour,
it till droit additiounel d'assn-
rance the 5 centimes par 300
francs on fraction do 300 francs,
qui sont t la charge de l'ex-
pSditeur.

Cetto surtaxe territoriale de

25 centimes ot, s'i1 y it lieu, lo
droit additionno1 d'assnraucc de

5 celltillnes sont ea dement per-

yus stir l'expediteur do tent colic

originaire de l'intcrieur do hl

Corse on do l'Algerie.
Cos surtaxes soot, lc cas

eehe'aut, buuitices par lus Ad-
ministrations des pays d'onw e ie11
l'Adulinistration I'ranyaise.

2. Le Convernoulent Frhiu-
yais so ruse•vc in facultd de faire
usage dune surtaxe do 25 colt-
tittles h l'egard des colis postaux
uehauges entre la France conti-
ucutale et Ceylau, lcs Ftablisse-
nle is des Detroits ct Hong-
Kong.

ARTICLE VI.

11 ost loisible am pays du des-
tination do perccvoir du dcstina-
taire, pour to facLage et pour
l'aeconplisseuelt des formaliLes
ell doualie, till droit duet to
No taut total lie pout exc6dcr
25 centimes par colis.

ARTICLE, V11.

Les colis auxqucls s'applique
la prescnte Convention tie pull-
vcnt ctv fl:appes d'mlcul droit,
postal antic quo emus prevus par
les Articles I11, V, et VI, prc-
cedeuts, et par l'Article V LII
ci-apres.

I ARTICLE VI If. A1ffiCLE VI11.

The redirection of parcels in La re'-cxpuditio n des colis pos-
consequence of the removal of taux par suite do changemert
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the addressees, as well as the
return of undelivered parcels,
shall give, rise to a .supldomen-
tarv collection of the charges
fixed by Articles 11L, V, and VI,
against the addressees or the
senders, as the case may be,
without prejudice to the reint-
bnu-seuent of the customs or
other duties paid.

ARTICLE IX.

It is forbidden to soil by
post parcels containing letters or
notes having the character of
correspondence or articles, tLc
admission of which is not
authorized by the customs or
other laws or regulations.

It is-also lorhidden to seed
specie, auythiug made of gold
or silver, and other precious
articles in uninsured parcels.

A parcel may however con-
Jain au open invoice confined to
the particulars constituting an
invoice, and also a simple copy
of the address of the parcel,
with the name and address of
the sender.

ARTICLE X.

1. in all cases of loss, damage,
or abstraction, except such as
are hcyond control, the sender,
and, in default or at the request
of the sender, the addressee shall
he entitled to an indemnity
corresponding with the actual
amount of the loss, abstraction,
or damage, unless the damoc
or abstraction has been caused
by the fault or negligence of the
sonde, or has arisen from the
nature of the contents, and pro-

do residence des dcstinataires,
ainsi que to renvoi des colis
postau\ toubes en rebut, doom
lien it la perception supplcuieu-
taire des taxes fixecs par ]es
articles III, V, et V1, h la
charge des dostinatitiles, 011, to
car ochOant, des expediters,
sous prejudice du renbourse-
ment des druits do douane on
antres acquitters.

ARTICLE IX.

11 est iutendit d'expcdier par
la voie do la poste des colis con-
tenant soit des lettrrs on des
notes nyant le caractre to cor-
respondanco, soit des ohjets dout
l'admission nest pas autorisre
par les lois on rcglemeuts do
dounnes on autres.

Il est enalemeut interdit d'ex-
pcdier des cspcces nonmayces,
des maticres d'or et d'argent et
d'antres objetspreeieux clans les
colis sans valour declaree.

Toutefois it est permis d'in-
screr daps l'envoi la facture
oaverte reduitc aux cnonciatious
constitutires de ]a facture, do
menne 1n'une simple copie do
l'alresse du colis avec mention
do colic de l'expediteur.

ARTICLE X.

1. Sauf to cas do force, ma-
jeurc, lorsqu 'uu-colis postal a
etc perdu, spolie on avarie,
I'expcditeur, or a defaut on sur
la demande do celni-ci , lc des-
tinataire a droit it one innlennnite
cormspondant au montaut reel
de la per to on do l'avarie, a
moius que le dommage ait dtc
cause par la faute on la negli-
gence do 1'exp6diteur on ne pro-
vieme do la nature de l'objet et
sails que cette indenunite puisse

1
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vidud always that this indemnity
may not exceed, for ordinary
parcels, 25 francs, and for in-
sared parcels, the sun for which
they have been insured. The
sender of a lost parcel shall also
have the right to have the
postage refunded.

2. The obligation of paying
the ii dounity shall rest with
the Administration to which the
despatching office is subordi-
nate. To that Administration
shall be reserved it remedy
against the corresponding Ad-
ministration, when the loss,
abstraction, or damage occurred
on the territory or in the service
of this latter Administration.

it. Until the contrary is
proved, the responsibility shall
rest with the Administration
which, having received the par-
cel without nnakiug any obser-
vation, cannot prove the delivery
to the addressee, or, if such is
the case, the redirection of the
parcel.

4. The paynont of the in-
demnity by the despatching
ollice ought to take place as soon
as possible, and at the latest
within a year of the date of the
application. The responsible
(Alice shall lie hound to refund
to the despatching ollice without
delay the anomnt of the indem-
nity paid by the latter.

5. It is understood thatappli-

crations for all indmnnity will
only be entertainnod if made
within a year of the posting of
the parcel; after this terul, tile
applicant shall have no right to

any indemnity.

6. If the loss, damage, or air
straction shall have occurred in
course of conveyance between ex-
changing offices of the two Coun-
tries, and it shall be impossible
to establish in which of the two

Ig

depasser, pour les colis ordi-
uaires. 25 francs, et, pour ]us
colis avec valcur dcclari;e, to
montailt do cette valour. ]lox-
puliteur d'un colis perdu a, en
outre, dioit it ha restitution des
frais d'expeditioa.

2. L'obligation do payer 1'in-
donnit6 incoubo ii l'Adminis-
tnation dont releve to bureau
expuditeur. 1st reservc ii cette
Administration to locotirs cootie
I'Admiuistration correspondante,
lorsgne to perLe, la spoliation on
1'avarie a oil lieu sur to territoire
oil dams lc service do cette
(leinicre Administration.

S. Jusqu'a preuve du con-
traire, It responsabilite iucoube
u I'Administration qui, aynnt
requ to colis sans faire d'obsorva-
tioan, ne pent etablir Ili la deli-
vranccan destimaaire,Ili, s'iIya
lieu, ha recxpedition do cc colis.

4. Lo payonnont de Findom-
niLe par I'Ofhce oxpediteur doit
avoir lieu le plus tot possible et,
,all plus tard, dams to. dehni d'un
all it partir du jour do hr recla-
mation. VUtlice responsablc cst
tenu do remhourser saes retard
it ]'Office expo Iitenr to nrontant
do l'indounit6 p ydc par celui-
ci.

5. 1.1 est odcudu (file Ili ru-
clamatiou n'est admise que daps
to de'lai d'un an it partir du
depot du colis it la poste ; passe
cc bonne, to rcclannant n'a droit
is aucune iudonnitd.

6. Si la perte, l'avarie on la
spoliation a cu lieu en tours do
transport critic les bureaux
(Nchango des deux Pays sails
qu'il soit possible ('etablir daps
loquel des deux services to fail,

)V)
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i

services such loss, damage, or
abstraction took place, the two
Administrations concerned shall
bear each a half of the loss.

7. The Administrations will
cease to be responsible for par-
cels of which the owners have
accepted delivery.

AItI LULL 1I.

The internal legislation of
each of the contracting Coun-
tries shall remain applicable as
regards everything not provided
for by the stipulations contained
in the present ConvenLion.

ARTLCLE \1I.

The I'ost:i.i Administrations
concerned sha1l indicate the
offices or localities which they
athnit to the intonational ex-
change of parcels ; they shall
regulate the mode of trans-
mission of these parcels, and fix
all other measures of detail and
order necessary for insuring the
performance of the present Con-
vention.

s'est accompli, les deux Ad-
ministraLious •snpportent to doa-
mage par nnoitie.

7. Les Administrations ces-
sent d'etre responsables des cobs
postanx dont loos ayants droit
out psis livraison.

AItTICLlz XI.

La legislation interienre do
chaemn des Pays contraetauts
demeure applicable en tout cc
qui nest pas prevu par les
stipulations contenues daps la
prdsento Convention.

ARTICLE XLT.

Les Administrations postales
hit6,usk,s djsiguou tIc,s bureaux
on localite's qu'elles admetteut
h 1'echange international des
coils postanx ; elles ruglont le
mode do transmission do cos
coiis et a.rretent toutes los auties
mesnros de detail et d'ordre
necessaires pour assurer l'exicu-
tion do In pre'se to Convention.

ARTICLE XILI. ARTICLE X111.

The Postal Administrations Les Administrations des
of the British Colonies aid l'ostes des Colonies LSritanniques
France named in the present et 1'Admin istratior des 1'ostes
Convention shall fix by coroner do Fiance intervenant it la pr(
consent, in accordance with the sente Convention Iixeront d'un
procedure laid down by the conuaua accord, d'apres le rn-
Convention of Washington of gime etabli par la Convention
the 15th of June, 1897, the con- do Washington (In 15 Jrun,
ditions ruder which there may 1897, Les conditions auxquelles
be exchanged between their pourront dtre echangc{s entre Les
respective offices of exchange bureaux d'echange respeetifs Les
parcels originating in or ad- colis postanx originaires on h
dresed to foreign countries and destination des pays etraniers
sent in transit by their services. •qui enprunteront l'intennc-

-di afire-de .leurs-servi ces..



,g 669

ARTICLE Xnr.

As soon as the internal regu-
lations of Ceylon, the Straits
Settlements, and Hong Kong
shall adnit of it, the system of
aekuowledgnrents of receipts
shall be extended by mutual
consent to the parcels origi-
nating in or addressed to the said
Colonies.

9

ARTICLE XIV.

Des qne leg rCglements int6-
ricurs de Coylan, des Ttablisse-
ments des Ddtroits of do Ifonb
Kong le permettront, le regime

des avis de r6ception sera ete mlu
d'un connu n accord aux colic
postaux oil provenance on it des-
tination des Colonies pre'cit6es.

ARTICLE XV.

The French Government shall
be entitled to avail itself of rail-
way and navigation enterprises
in order to carry ont the pro-
visions of the present Conven-
tion. It may at the same time
limit the service to parcels
originating in or addressed to
places served by those under-
takings.

The French Postal Adminis-
tration will come to an under-
standing with the railway and
navigation enterprises in order
to ensure the complete execution
by the latter of all the articles
of the foregoing Convention, and
for the organization of the ser-
vices of exchange.

It will also act as the inter-
mediary for all communications
between those enterprises and
the Postal Administrations of
Ceylon, the Straits Settlements,
and Hong Kong.

ARTICLE XVI.

1. The present Convention,
after having been promulgated
according to th; special laws of
each of the contracting States,
shall come into operation on a
date to be agreed upon by the

ARTICLE XV.

Est reserve an Gott vernenieut
Francais le droit de faire exe-
cuter les clauses de la presente
Convention par les entreprises
de chemins de fer et de naviga-
tion. Il pourra en mcmne temps
limiter ce service aux colis
provenant on .a destination de
localit6s desservics par ces entre-
prises.

L'Administration des Postes
de France s'entendra avec les
entreprises de chemins de fer et
de navigation pour assurer la
complete execution par ces der-
nicres de toutes les clauses de la
Convention ci-dessus et pour
organiser le service d'echamge.

Elle leer servira d'iutermd-
diaire pour tortes leurs relations
avec les Administrations des

Postes de Ceylan, des Etablisse-

ments des De'troits et de Hon.,
Ko rg.

ARTICLE XVI.

1. La pr6sente Convention
sera raise it execution i partir
du jour dout conviendront les
Administrations des Postes des
Pays intCrosses, apres que ]a
promulgation oil aura etc faite
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Postal Administrations of the
countries concerned.

2. It shall remain in force
until one of the twoContlactin',,
Parties shall have given notice
to the other one year in advance
of an intention to terminate it.

APT[OLE XVII.

The present Convention shall
be ratified, awl the ratifications
shall be exchanged at Paris as
80011 as possible.

In witness whereof, the under-
signed have drawn up thepresent
Convention and have affixed
thereto their seals.

1 0

selon les Lois pitrticulieres h
chacun des deux Ftats contrac-
tants.

2. Elle deineurera obligatoire
jusqu':l ce (tile Tune des deux
Parties Coutractautes ait an-
nouce h l'antre, mais un on h
1'avauce, son intention l'et' faire
cesser les effets.

ARTICLE XVIT.

La prdsente Convention sera
ratifice, et les ratifications en
seront dchan-,6es it Paris aussi-
tdt pile faire se pourra.

Ell 1'oi de gnoi, leg sonssiaues
out dressc la presente Conven-
tion qu il,s out revcbne de leurs
cachets.

Done in duplicate at Paris Fait :n Paris oil double exent-
the 4th of April, 1900. plaire 1c 4 Avril, 1.900

(L.S.) EDMUND \TONSON.
(L.S.) DELCASSE


