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ELIZABETH II 

1971 CHAPTER 64 

An Act to make further provision with respect to 
diplomatic and related privileges. 

[27th July 1971] 

E IT ENACTED by the Queen's most Excellent Majesty, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament 

assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:- 

1.-(1) Subject to the provisions of this section, the Commis- Refund of 
sioners of Customs and Excise shall make arrangements for customs duty 

securing the refund of customs duty paid on any hydrocarbon carbon oil 
oil (within the meaning of the Hydrocarbon Oil (Customs and used for 
Excise) Act 1971) which is- diplomatic or 

(a) bought in the United Kingdom; and Wemhon- 

(b) used for such a purpose that, had it been imported for Secretariat 
that use, exemption from customs duty thereon would purposes. 
have been required to be granted by virtue of- 1971 c. 12. 

(i) paragraph 1 of Article 36 or paragraph 1 of 
Article 37 of the Articles set out in Schedule 1 to the 
Diplomatic Privileges Act 1964; or 1964 c. 81. 

(ii) section 7 of the said Act of 1964; or 
(iii) paragraph 4 of the Schedule to the Common- 1966 c. 10. 

wealth Secretariat Act 1966; 

but the Commissioners shall not make any payment by virtue of 
this subsection before such date as may be specified by directions 
of the Treasury. 

(2) Any arrangements made under this section may impose 
conditions subject to which any refund is to be made. 

(3) Section 3(1) of the said Act of 1964 (which relates to the 
withdrawal of privileges and immunities conferred by that Act) 
shall have effect as if the reference therein to that Act included 
a reference to this section. 
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(4) Any amount refunded under arrangements made under this 
section shall be defrayed out of the moneys standing to the 
credit of the General Account of the Commissioners of Customs 
and Excise. 

2. Section 1 of the International Organisations Act 1968 shall 
apply to the Caribbean Development Bank established in pur- 
suance of the agreement for that purpose signed for the United 
Kingdom at Kingston, Jamaica on the 18th October 1969 as it 
applies to such an organisation as is mentioned in subsection (1) 
of that section. 

3. Section 2 of the International Organisations Act 1968 (which 
enables certain exemptions, privileges and reliefs specified in 
section 2(2) to be conferred on senior officers of a specialised 
agency of the United Nations having its headquarters or principal 
office in the United Kingdom) shall have effect as if at the end of 
subsection (2)(b) there were added the words- 

" and the exemption comprised in paragraph 9 of that 
Schedule from vehicle excise duty (that is to say, duty under 
section 1 of the Vehicles (Excise) Act 1971, whether charge- 
able by virtue of that section or otherwise, or any corres- 
ponding duty under an enactment of the Parliament of 
Northern Ireland) ". 

Privileges and 4.-(1) In the Consular Relations Act 1968 there shall be 
immunities in substituted for section 12 the provisions set out in the Schedule 
connection to this Act (which reproduce, with minor extensions and modifi- with 

h and cations, the present effect of the Diplomatic Immunities (Common- 
Irish posts of wealth Countries and Republic of Ireland) Act 1952 as amended 
a consular by that section). 
nature. 
1968 c. 18. 
1952 c. 18. 

(2) Accordingly, from the coming into force of an Order in 
Council made by virtue of the new section 12, there are hereby 
repealed- 

(a) the Diplomatic Immunities (Commonwealth Countries 
and Republic of Ireland) Act 1952; and 

(b) in section 8(1)(b) of the Consular Relations Act 1968 the 
words from " or section 1(2) " onwards. 

Short title. 5. This Act may be cited as the Diplomatic and other Privileges 
Act 1971. 
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SCHEDULE 
PROVISIONS TO HAVE EFFECT AS S. 12 OF CONSULAR 

RELATIONS ACT 1968 

Privileges and immunities in connection with 
Commonwealth and Irish establishments 

12.-(1) Her Majesty may, in relation to any such Commonwealth 
representatives as are described in subsection (2) below, provide by 
Order in Council for conferring all or any of the privileges and 
immunities which are conferred by or may be conferred under this Act 
on consular posts or persons connected with consular posts; and the 
reference in section 8(l)(b) of this Act (refund of hydrocarbon oil duty) 
to an order under section 3(1) of this Act shall extend also to an order 
under this section. 

(2) The Commonwealth representatives in relation to whom this 
section applies are- 

(a) persons in the service of the Government of any country 
within the Commonwealth (other than the United Kingdom) 
who hold offices appearing to Her Majesty to involve the 
performance of duties substantially corresponding to duties 
which, in the case of a foreign sovereign power, would be 
performed by a consular officer; and 

(b) any person for the time being recognised by Her Majesty's 
Government in the United Kingdom as the chief representative 
in the United Kingdom of a state or province of a country 
within the Commonwealth. 

(3) The privileges and immunities which may be conferred under 
this section shall include those which in other cases may, if an agreement 
so requires, be conferred by virtue of Schedule 2 to this Act. 

(4) The provisions of this section shall have effect in relation to 
persons in the service of the Government of the Republic of Ireland 
as they have effect in relation to persons in the service of the Govern- 
ment of a country within the Commonwealth. 

Section 4. 
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