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An A& to regulate the Cofts of Diftrefes levied for
[ r oth July 1817.1
Payment of Small Rents.
WHEREAS divers Perfons acting as Brokers, and diflraining on
the Goods and Chattels of others, or employed in the Courfe
of fuch Diftreffes, have of late made excefiive Charges, to the
great Oppreffion of poor Tenants and others ; and it is expedient to check
fuch Practices ; be it therefore enacted, by the King's molt Excellent
Majefty, by and with the Advice and Confent of the Lords Spiritual and
Temporal, and Commons, in this prefent Parliament affembied, and by the
Authority of the fame, That from and after the palling of this, Act no Perfon whatfoever making any Diftrefs for Rent, where the Sum demanded
and due fhall not exceed the Sum of Twenty Pounds for and in refpect
of fuch Rent, nor any Perfon whatfoever employed in any Manner in
whatfoever in the Courfe of fuch
making fuch Diftrefs, or doing any
Diftrefs, or for carrying the fame into Effect, (ball have, take, or receive
out of the Produce of the Goods or Chattels diftrained upon and fold,
_or "from the Tenant diftrained on, or from the Landlord, or from any other
Perfon whatfoever, any other or. more. Colts and Charges for and in
refpe& of fuch Diftrefs, or any Matter or Thing done therein, than fuch
as are fixed and let forth in the Schedule hereunto annexed and appropriated to each Act which fhall have been done in the Courfe of fuch
Diftrefs ; and no Perfon or Perfons whatfoever fhail make any Charge
whatfoever for any Act, Matter, or Thing mentioned. in the Paid Schedule,
unlefs fuch Act (hall have been really done.
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agII. And.be it further enaEted, That if any Perfon or Perfons whatfogrieved by
ever {hall in any Manner levy, take; or receive from any Perfon or Perfons
any fuck
of retain or take from the Pidtibee of any Goods fold for the
Prat`lice may whatfoever,
payment of fuch fi ent, any other or greater Colts and Charges, than are
apply to a
Juftice of the mentio'ned and fet down in the Paid Schedule; or make any. Charge whatPeace.
foev ,r for any Aft; Matter, or 'T'hin mentioned in the faid' Schedule,
93-Party

and hot early done, it (ball be lawful for the Party or Parties aggrieved
by fuch PraEices to' apply to any One Juftice of the Peace for the County,
City, Town, and aging for the Divifion where fuch' Diftrefs (hall have
been made, or in any Manner proceeded in, for the Redrefs of his, her, or
their Grievance fo occafioned ; whereupon fuck Juftice (hall fummon the
Perfon or Perfons complained of to appear before him at a reafonable
Time to be fixed in fuch Summons; and fuch Juftice hhall examine into
the Matter of fuch Complaint by all legal Ways and Means, and alllo hear
Juftice may in like Manner the Defence of the Perfon or Perfons complained of; and
adjudge
if it (hall appear to fuch Juftice that the Perfon or Perfons complained of
Treble the
(hall have levied, taken, received, or had other and greater Cofts and
Amount s
Charges than are mentioned or fixed in the Schedule hereunto annexed,,
Monie
or
made any Charge for any Matter or Thing mentioned in the faid Scheunlawfully
taken to
dule, fuch Aa,. Matter; or Thing not having been, really done, fuch
be paid
Juftice (hall order and adjudge Treble the Amount of the Monies fb unlaw.
with Coils,
fully taken, to be paid by the Perfon or Perfons fo having acted to the
which may
be levied by Party or Parties who (hall thus have preferred his, her, or their Complaint
Diftrefs.
thereof, together with full Coils; and in cafe of Non-payment of any
Monies or Cots fo ordered and adjudged to be paid, fuch Jultice (hall
forthwith ifi'ue his Warrant to levy the fame by Diftrefs and Sale of the
Goods and Chattels of the Party or Parties ordered to pay fuch Monies
or Coifs, rendering the Overplus (if any) to the Owner or Owners, after
the Payment of the Charges of fuch Diftrefs and Sale ; and in cafe no
fufficient Diftrefs can be had, fuch Juftice (hall by Warrant under his
Hand commit the Party or Parties to the Common Goal or Prifon within
the Limits of the Jurifdiaion of fuch Juftice, there to remain until fuch
Order or Judgment be fatisfied.

Justices may
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III. And be it enacted by the Authority aforefaid, That it shall be lawful
for fuch suffice, at the Requeft of the Party complaining or complained
againft, to fummon all,Perfons as Witnefles, and to adminifter an Oath
to them, touching the Matter of fuch Complaint or Defence againft it ;
and if any Perfon or Perfons fo fummoned (hall not obey fuch Summons,
without any reafonable or lawful Excufe, or refufe to be examined, upon
Oath, or ifa Quaker upon folemn Affirmation, then every fuch Perfon fo
offending (hall forfeit and pay a Suin not exceeding Forty 'Shillings; to be
ordered, levied, and paid in fuch'Manner and by fuch Means, and with
fuch'Power of Commitment, as is herein-before dire&ed as, to fuch Order
and Judgment to be given between the Party or Parties in the original
Complaint, excepting fo far as regards the Form of the Order, and hereinafter provided for.

IV. And be it further ena&ed, 'That it (hail be lawful for fuch Juftice, if
he (hall find that the Complaint of the Party or Parties aggrieved is not
well founded, to order and adjudge Colts not exceeding Twenty Shillings
gve Colts to
to be paid to the Party or Parties complained againft, which Order shall
the party
complained
be carried into Effea, and levied and paid in fuch Manner, and with like

If Complaint
unfounded,

against.

8*

Power

57°

GEORGII IIl. Cap. 93.

herein-before direaed as to the Order and
Power of Commitment,
original
Complaint : Provided always, that
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Proceedings
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any
for
or
by
Diftrefs
any
by
or by any Cofts and Charges levied upon them in refpe& of the fame,
(hall be barred from any legal or other Suit or Remedy which he, (he, or
they might have had before the palling of this A&&, excepting fo far as
any Complaint to be preferred by virtue of this AFt (hail have been determined by the Order and Judgment of the Juftice before whom it (hall have
been heard and determined ; and which Order and Judgment (hall and
may be given in Evidence, under the Plea of the General Iflue, in all Cafes
where the Matter of fuck Complaint (hall be made the Subjea`t of any
AEtion.

731

as is

No Judgment
to be given
againft any

Landlord,
unlefs he per.
fonally levies
the Diftrefs.

Parties not to
be barred of
other legal
Remedies.

V. And be it further enacted, That fuch Orders and Judgments on fuch
Complaints (hall be made in the Form in the Schedule hereunto annexed,
and may be proved before any Court by Proof of the Signature of the
Jutice to fuch Order and Judgment ; and fuch Orders as regard Perfons
who may have been fummoned as Witnefles fhall be made in fuch Form
as to fuch Juftice (hall feem molt fit and convenient.

Signature of
the Juftice

VI. And be it further ena&ed, That every Broker or other Perfon who
(hall -make and levy any Diftrefs whatfoever (hall give a Copy of his
Charges, and of all the Colts and Charges of any Diftrefs whatfoever,
figned by him, to the Perfon or Perfons on whofe Goods and Chattels
any Diftrefs (hall be levied, although the Amount of the Rent demanded
(hall exceed the Sum of Twenty Pounds.
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VII. And be it further enacted, That a fair printed Copy of this AEt (hall Printed Copy
be hung up in fome convenient Place in fuch Halls or Rooms where the of A& to be
up in
Juftices of each and every County in England and Wales (hail hold either hung
Seffions
their Quarter or other Sefiions.

SCHEDULE
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SCHEDULE referred to in this Act.
FORM of the Order and Judgment of the Juftice before whom
Complaint is preferred, where the Order and Judgment is for
the Complainant.
IN the Matter of the Complaint of A. B. against C. D. for, a breach of
the Provifions of an A& of the Fifty-feventh Year of His ajefty King
George the Third, intituled An At? [here infert the Title of this AR] I,
E. F. a Juftice of the Peace for the County of
and
do order and adjudge that
acing within the Divifion of
the faid C. D. shall pay to A. B. the Sum of
as a Compenfation and Satisfaftion for unlawful Charges and Colts levied
and taken from the faid A. B. under a Diftrefs for Rent ; and the further
for Colts on this Complaint.
Sum of
(Signed)
E. F.

FORM of the Order and Judgment of the Juftice, where

he difmiffes
the Complaint as unfounded, and with or without Colts, as the
Cafe may be.
In the Matter of the Complaint of A. B. against C. D. for the Breach
of the'Provifions of an Aa of the Fifty=feventh Year of His Majefty King
George the Third, intituled An Ac`l [here infert the Title of this Act] I,
E. F. a Juftice of the Peace for the County of
and

aEing within the Divifion of
do order and adjudge that
the Complaint of the faid A. B. is unfounded [if Cs are given] and I do
further order and adjudge, that the Paid A. B. thall pay unto the laid C. D.
the Sum

of

for Colts.

(Signed)

E. F.

SCHEDULE of the Limitation of Colts and Charges on Diltrefies for
'

Small Rents.

Levying Diftrefs
Man in Poffeffion, per Day
Appraifement, whether by One Broker or more,
Six-pence in the Pound on the Value of the Goods Stamp the lawful Amount thereof
All Expenfes of Advertifements, if any fuch
Catalogues, Sale and Commiffion, and Delivery of Goods,
One Shilling in the Pound on the Net Produce of the
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